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% .'' N UNITED STATES*
n

5 W E NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
c, ' ! WASHINGTON D.C,2tE56

* #

%.,,.# September 10, 1992

Docket Nos. SYN 50-456
and STN 50-457

Mr. Thomas J. Kovach
Nuclear Licensing Manager
Commonwealth Edison Company-Suite 300
OPUS West III
1400 OPUS Place
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515

Dear Mr. Kovach:

SUBJECT: SAFETY EVALUATION OF Tile INSEkVICE TESTING PROGRAM RELIEF REQUESTS
VR-4 AND VR-17 BRAIDWOOD STATION, UNITS 1 ANL 2 (TAC NUMBERS
M82841 AND M82842)

The staff has completed a review of Braidwood Station, Units 1 and 2,
inservice testing program for valves, relief requests VR-4 and VR-17,
contained in a submittal by Commonwealth Edison Company dated June 25, 1992.
Our evaluation of these relief requests is provided in the enclosed Safety
Evaluation (SE).

The Code of Federal Regulations, 10 CFR 50.n5a, requires that inservice
testing of certain American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and
Presscre Vessel Code (Code) Class 1, 2, and 3 pumps and valves be performed in
accordance with Section XI of the ASME Code and applicable addenda, except
where specific written relief has been requested by the licensee and granted
by the Commission pursuant to Sections (a)(3)(i), (a)(3)(ii), or (g)(6)(i) of
10 CfR 50.55a. In requesting relief, the licensee must demonstrate that: (1)
the proposed titernatives provide an acceptable level of quality and safety;
or (2) compliance would result in hardship or unusual difficulty without a
compensating increase in the level of quality and safety; or (3) conformance
is impractical for its facility. Generic Letter 89-04, " Guidance on
Developing Acceptable Inservice Testing Programs," provided alternatives to
the Section XI requirements determined to be acceptable to the staff. The SE
provides the basis by which the Commission grants relief from the testing
requirements which we have determined would be impractical to perform or where
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compliance would result in hardship without a compensating increase in safety i

provided conditions described in the SE are met. |

|

Sincerely, j

Original signed by: I
Robert M. Pulsifer for

Richard J. Barrett, Director
Project Directorate 111-2
Division of Reactor Projects - Ill/lV/V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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: Mr. Thomas J. Kovach Braidwood Station
Commonwealth Edison Company Units 1 and 2

cc:4

Mr. William P. Poirier Chairman
Westinghouse Electric Corporation Will County Board of Supervisors
Energy Systems Business Unit Will County Board Courthouse

: Post Office Box 355, Bay 236 West Joliet, Illinois 60434

; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvannia 15230
Hs. Lorraine Creek

Joseph Gallo, Es. 're Rt. 1, Box 182i

Hopkins and Sut+e; Manteno, Illinois 60950
888 16th Street, N.W., Suite 700.

Washington, D.C. 20006 Douglass Cassel, Esquire
i 17 East Monrce Street, Suite 212

Regional Administrator Chicago, Illinois 60603
U. S. NRC, Region III4

'

799 Roosevelt Road, Bldg. #4 Michael Miller, Csquire
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 Sidley and Austin

One First National Plaza
Ms. Bridget Little Rorem Chicago, Illinois 60690
Appleseed Coordinator
117 North Linden Street George L. Edgar
Essex, Illinois 60935 Newman & Holtzinger, P.C.

1615 L Stret, N.W.
Mr. Edward R. Crass Washington, D.C. 20036,

i Nuclear Safeguards and Licensing
Division Illinois Dept. of Nuclear Safety

Sargent & Lundy Engineers Office of Nuclear Facility Safety
55 East Monroe Street 1035 Outer Park Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60603 Springfield, Illinois 62704

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Commonwealth Edison Company
Resident Inspectors Office Braidwood Station Manager.

| Rural Route #1, Box 79 Rt. 1, Box 84
Braceville, Illinois 60407 Braceville, Illinois 60407

'

Mr. Ron Stephens EIS Review Coordinator
2111ncis Emergency Services Environmental Protection Agency.

and Disaster Agency Region V
110 East Adams Street 230 S. Dearborn Street
Springfield, Illinois 62706 Chicago, Illinois 60604

Robert Neumann
Office of Public Counsel
State of Illinois Center

2 100 W. Randolph, Suite 11-300
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Attorney General
500 South 2nd Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
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