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On June 19, 1992, at 1715 hours, an hourly fire watch of inoperable fire

barriers 235E/124V and 235N/236S exceeded the allovable inte:val. The hourly
fire watch patrol was conducted at 1720 hours and was five minutes late. This
wvas a condition prohibited by Technical Specification (TS) 3.7.10, Action a.2.

"ha f re barriers are fire detector actuated water curtains and were declared
(nore.able due to performance of a fire detection surveillance test., An
Instrument and Control (I&C) maintenance technician was assigned the
responsibility of performing the fire watch in accordance with the TS action
statement. Upon realizing that the required interval had passed, the technician
immediately performed the patrol and notified the control room shift manager of
the delinguent fire watch.

This event, and the importance of the fire watch patrol due to an inoperable
fire barrier during surveillance or maintenance has been reiterated with the
individual and was discussed with 1&C maintenance personnel in their

July 7, 1992 unit shop meeting.
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Description of Occurrence:

On June 19, 1992, at 1715 hours, an hourly fire watch of inoperable fire
barriers 235E/124V and 235N/236%5 exceeded the allowable interval. These fire
barriers are fire detector actuated vater curtains. The barriers had been
declared inoperable to support the performance of DB-MI-03816, "Channel
Functional Test of Accessible Letectors and supervisory Circuits for Panel
©2720." An hourly fire watch patrol was required by TS 3.7.10 Action a.2 due to
the tnoperakle fire barriers. The patrol wvas not performed until 1720 hours,
ich exceeded the allowvable interval by five minutes,

This is reportable under 10CFRS50.73(a)(2)(i1)(B) as a condition prohibited by the
Technical Specifications.

dpparent Cause of Occurrence:

The I1&C maintenance technician responsible for the fire watch vas avare of the
patrol requirement and had been properly trained in the duties and
responsibilities of a fire watch. The technician was assigned to the second
shift of concinuous maintenance service and was not engaged in other activities
during this event. Upon realizing that the required interval had passed, the
technician immediately performed the patrol and notified the control room shift
manager of the delinquent fire watch., The cause of this occurrence is personnel
error since the technician did not condusct the watch as required.

Analysis of Occurrence:

The hourly fire watch patrols are used as compensatory measures when TS fire
barriers are declared inoverable with operable fire detection on at least one
side. The fire detection on at least one side of the barriers still provides
early varning of a fire in the area; or that fire has penetrated through a
barrier. The hourly fire wvatch patrol provides additional early detection of a
fire. Therefore, being five minutes late for performing an hourly fire watch
patrol had minimal safety significance.
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Corrective Action:

1992 unit shop meeting.

Failure Data:

Report No.: NP-33-92..005

This event, and the importance of the fire watch patrol due to an inoperable
fire barrier during surveillance or maintenance has been reiterated vith the
individual and was discussed with I4&C maintenance personnel in their July 7,

The current fire watch training and performance program was constructed in 1988.
Since that *ime, there has only been ore other
fire watch due to personnel error.
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