UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

February 23, 1984

ST

Docket No. 50-289

MEMORANDUM FOR: R. W. Houston, Assistant Director for Reactor Safety, DSI
FROM: . G. C. Lainas, Assistant Director for Operating Reactors, DL

SUBJECT: UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS COMMENTS ON THE TMI-1 MAIN
STEAM LINE RUPTURE DETECTION SYSTEM

UCS has submitted the enclosed comments on the TMI-1 main steam line rupture
detection system in partial response to the Commission order taking review of
ALAB-729. We need to address these UCS comments in our filing which is due
to the Commission on March 12, 1984, We request that you review the UCS
comments and provide a written response for input to the filing by close of
business, February 29, 1984, We request that you coordinate the response

within DSI.
E

G. C. Lainas, Assistant Director
» Operating Reactors Branch #4, DL

Con*act:
J. Van Vliet
- X28213

cc:
DEisenhut
RMattson
LRubenstein
BSheron
WJensen

FRosa

WButler
PHearn

OParr
JWermiel
RRawson (ELD)
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

BEFORE THE COMMISSION

Tn the Watter of

METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY Docket No. 50-289

(Restart)
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UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS' COMMENTS ON UOJO er -
THE TMI-1 MAIN STEAM LINE RUPTURE DETECTION SYSTEM

(Three Mile Island Muclear
Station, Unit No. 1)

— — e e

loé

dwd o

By Order dated January 7, 1984, the Commission took review of portions of
ALAB-729 (the MNRC Appeal Board's May 26, 1983, Decisfon on fssues of TMI-1
plant design and procedures) and, inter alia, sought the views of the parties
on “"the adequacy of [GPU's] proposed solution" to the main steam line rupture
detection system (MSLRDS) 'problea.'y These comments are responsive to that
issue.

This isswe arose because, during the Licensing Board hearings, it was
discovered that a single faflure in the non-safety grade MSLRDS could isolate |
all, f.e., both main and emergency, feedwater to both steam generators. GPY
had committed to wupgrading the MSLRDS to safety grade, but not before
mun.y The Atomic Safety and Licensing Board ordered that prior to i

restart, GPU was required to "propose for Staff approval, a long-term solution
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1/ Order, Janvary 27, 1984, p. 3.

2/ LBP-81-59, 14 MRC 1211, 1395, 1403, (1981). |
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