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Limerick Cenerating Srtation, Unit £

lnsdvertent Emergency Diesel start as a result of personnel error.
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On June 5, 1992, du

perifurmance of System
Generators,” the Unit
The inadvertent start of the EDG resulted in

A non-licensed operator
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"Shutdown of the Dies
(EDG) was inadvertently started.
an unplanned actuation of an Engineered Safety Feature.

:

§) operating procedure $9Z.2.N,
021 Emergency Diesel Generator

skipped a step in the procedure and did not depress the Emergency Stop Button

prior to suprlying starting air to the EDG.

These steps are performed to remove

any excess iube o] from the exhaust manifold following an EDG shutdown.
Contributing causes were task interruption and less than adequate previous

The corrective actions from two similar EDG starts failed
to identify the consequences of the imposed task interruption.
barriers were added to prevent recurrence,
the operability of the D21 EDG and there were no detrimenta) effects.
operator was counseled and an Operator Aid was posted on the Unit 1 and 2 EDG

rorrective actions,

“anual Air Start valves providing a reminder about the required actions.

insufficient
The inadvertent start did not affect

The

The

Operations Manual chapter pertaining to procedure use and compliance was revised
"3 task

to more clearly communicate management's expectations in recogn
interruptions and proper procedure use when interruptions occur.

The

event, the

Operator Aid and the .oncern of task interruption were discussed in a Shift
Training Bulletin thet was issued to all Operations perscnne) and will be

discussed further in Non-Licensed Operator Continuing Training.
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Limerick Generating Station, Unit 2
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Unit Conditions Prior to the Event:

Unit 2 was in Opz2rational Condition 1 (Power Uperation) at 100% power.

The Unit 2 D21 tmergency Diesel Generator (EDG, EIIS [K) had just been shut down
folluwing reliability testing of the speed governor when this event occurred. |
There were no concerns regarding the speecd governor as a result of this test. |
There were no other systems or structures being tested os inoperable that
contributed to this event,

Description of the Event:

On June 5, 1992, at 1311 hours, the D21 EDG, an ingineered Safety Feature (ESF),
wai inadvertently started. This occurred during performance of System (§)
operating procedure $92.2.N, "Shutdown of the Diesel Generctors,” when a plant
operator skipped a procedure step and felled (o depress the Emergency Stop
Button while completing the procedure.

Procedure $92.2.N was being performed by a utility employed non-licensed plant
operater at the local EDG control panel in the 0?1 EDG enclosure. Following the
ELG run, procedure step 6.8.1 directs the operator to depress the Emergency Stop
Button prior to air barring the engine, which involves rotating the engine by
supplying starting air (EIIS:EC) to the pistons. These steps are performed to
remove any excess lube oil from the exhaust manifold to reduce exhaust )ine
smoking during subsequent EDG starts, The procedure requires a twenty minute
EDG cooldown prior to performing the air parring section of the proredure.
During this period, the operator stopped to discuss test equipment problems with
Instrumentation and Controls (1&C) Technicians. Following this discussion, the
operator rvturned to the procedure to continue the air barring process. He
unknowingly started further into the procedure than where he had stopred prior
to the interruption, and skipped the step to depress the Emergency Stop Button.
At 1311 hours, the operztor opened the manual air start valve, 92-2305A, to
rotate the engine. The operator observed the EDG was starting and noticed that
the Emergency Stop Annunciator was not 1lluminated on the local alarm panel,

The 02! EDG accelerated to its rated speed but the D21 EDG electrica) output
breaker (EI1S:BKR) did not close and supply power to the U21 4KV Safeguard Bus
since this bus was being powered by the offsite power source a* the time of the
event,

The operator then contacted the Main Control Room (MCR) to report the
inadvertent EDG start. After verifying that no valid initiation signals
existed, the operator secured the EDG. The procedure was then satisfactorily
completed.

The inadvertent start of the EDG constitute” an unplanned actuation of an ESF.
A four (4) hour notification was made to the NRC on June 5, 1992, at 1613 hours,
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