UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20666 S

SAFETY EVALUATION BY THE OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REACTOR REGULATION
SUPPORTING AMENOMENT NO, 142 T, FACILLTY OPERATING LICENSE NO. DPR-3§
BOS10/( EDISON COMPANY

1.0 INTPODUCTION

By letter dated April 8, 1992, Boston Edison Company (the 1icensee)

requested an amendment to the Technical Specifications (TS) appended to Facility
Opera*tug License No, DPR-35 for the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station. The
amendment would remove the words "each operating cycle" from TS sections
4.7.A.2.a(1) and 4.7.A.2.a(2) regarding reduced pressure local leak rate tests
of main steam {solation valves (MSIVs) ard personnel air lock door seals.

Pilgrim TS Section 1.V defines “operating cycle" for the purroses of determining
surveillance intervals as 18 months with a 25% margin, The 1icensee’s operating
cycle is currently scheduied for 24 months. The licensee has requested,
therefore, to remove the words "each operating cycle" from the specified 15 to
allow testing at intervals corresponding to those specified in Appendix J to
10 CFR Part 50,

A discussion of the proposed changes and the NRC staff evaluation and findi, 3
relative to euach are addresssed in Section 2 of this Safety Evaluation.

2.0 EVALUATION
2.1 Main Steam lIsolation Valves

The licensee requested to remove the words "each operating cycle" from 1S
Section 4.7.A.2.a(1). As currently written, this TS, in conjunction with the
definition in TS Section 1.V, would require local leak rate testing of the MSIVs
at least once every 22.5 months., Following removal of the words as requested,
the TS would require that the test be performed "during each reactor shutdown for
refueling but in no case at intervals grealer than 2 years" pursuant to

10 CFR 50, Appendix J.

The staff concludes that this change is acceptable because the surveillance is
required to be performed in accordance with 10 CFR 50 Appendix J with the
exception that the test pressure will be less than Pa. This exception was
previously approved by the ctaff in an exemption issued on July 2, 1984,
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