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APR I 01996

Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTN: William T. Cottle, Group

Vice President, Nuclear
P.O. Box 289
Wadsworth, Texas 77483

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 50-498/96-01; 50-499/96-01

Thank you for your letter of April 1,1996, in response to our letter

and Notice of Violation dated March 7,1996. We have reviewed your reply and

find it responsive to the concerns raised in our Notice of Violation. We will

review the implementation of your corrective actions. during a future

inspection to determine that full compliance has been achieved and will be

maintained.

Sincerely,

J. E. Dye , Director |

Division of Reactor Projects |

Dockets: 50-498
50-499

Licenses: NPF-76
NPF-80

cc w/ enclosure:
Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTN: Lawrence E. Martin, General Manager

Nuclear Assurance & Licensing ;

P.O. Box 289 l

Wadsworth, Texas 77483

City of Austin
Electric Utility Department
ATTN: J. C. Lanier/M. B. Lee
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, Texas 78704

City Public Service Board
ATTN: K. J. Fiedler/M. T. Hardt
P.O. Box 1771
San Antonio, Texas 78296 -

9604160067 960410
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G PDR
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Houston Lighting & Power _ Company -2-

!
|

| Morgan, Lewis & Bockius ,

ATIN: Jack R. Newman, Esq. l

| 1800 M. Street, N.W.
.

I Washington, D.C. 20036-5869

Central Power & Light Company
ATTN: G..E. Vaughn/C. A. Johnson

i

! P.O. Box 289
Mail Code: N5012
Wadsworth, Texas 77483

INP0
Records Center
700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339-5957 :

|

Mr. Joseph M. Hendrie
50 Bellport Lane<

,

Bellport, New York 11713 )
|

Bureau of Radiation Control '

State of Texas I
1100 West 49th Street i

Austin, Texas 78756

Office of the Governor
ATTN: Andy Barrett, Director

Environmental Policy
P.O. Box 12428

. Austin, Texas 78711

Judge, Matagorda County
Matagorda County Courthouse
1700 Seventh Street
Bay City, Texas 77414

Licensing Representative t

Houston Lightino & Power Company
Suite 610
Three Metro Center
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

/

.

Houston Lighting & Power Company
| ATTN: Rufus S. Scott, Associate

General Counsel'

P.O. Box 61867-
Houston, Texas 77208

|

- - -- -. . _- . _ _ _ . . . . .
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Houston Lighting & Power Company -3-

Egan & Associates, P.C.
ATTN: Joseph R. Egan, Esq.
2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Little Harbor Consultants, Inc

ATTN: Mr. J. W. Beck
44 Nichols Road !

Cohasset, MA 02025-1166

!
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|

|

|



e

i W

APR I0 1996
Houston Lighting & Power Company -4_
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i E-Mail report to D. Nelson (DJN)
E-Mail report to NRR Event Tracking System (IPAS)|

|bcciti DMB (IE01)~~T

'

bec distrib. by RIV:
L. J. Callan Resident Inspector .

DRP Director DRS-PSB |
| Branch Chief (DRP/A) MIS System

Project Engineer (DRP/A) RIV File -

Branch Chief (DRP/TSS) R. Bachmann, 0G0 (MS: 15-B-18)
Leah.Tremper (OC/LFDCB, MS: TWFN 9E10)
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; DOCUMENT NAME: R:\ STP\ST601AK.DPL :

To receive copy of document, indices in box:"C" = Copy without encio,sures *E" = Copy with enclosures "r = No copy i

RIV:DRP/A | AC:DRP/A | |J D:DR@\ l/ | |
RAKopriva;df M / , JLPelletand JED#ff
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E-Mail report to D. Nelson (DJN)
E-Mail report to NRR Event Tracking System (IPAS)

|
bcc to DMB (IE01)

|
4

bec distrib. by RIV:
L. J. Callan Resident Inspector
DRP Director DRS-PSB

Branch Chief (DRP/A) MIS System
Project Engineer (DRP/A) RIV File
Branch Chief (DRP/TSS) R. Bachmann, OGC (MS: 15-B-18)
Leah Tremper (OC/LFDCB, MS: TWFN 9E10)
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The Light
company

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station P.O. Box 289 Wadsworth. Texas 77483
Houston Lighting at Power

April 1, 1996
ST-HleAE-5327
File No.: G02.04.02
10CFR2.201'

'-4DMj ,

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
, _ _ ,

Attention: Docunent ControlDesk
,

- - ~ ~ ' "
;

Washington, DC 20555-0001 1 -

'

South Texas Project
Unit 1

Docket Nos. STN-499
Reply to Notice of Violation 96001-01 Regarding

Failure to Follow Technical Specification Requirenrnts

South Texas Project has reviewed Notice of Violation 96001-01, dated March 7,1996,
iregarding failure to place Unit 2 in hot shutdown within the specified time when a Technical

Specification Limiting Condition for Operation was not met. The event desenkd in the Notice of
Violation did not have an adverse effect on the health and safety of the public.

If there are any questions regarding this matter, please contact Mr. S. M. Head at j

(512) 972-7136 of me at (512) 972-7988.

e

R. E. Masse
Unit 2 Plant Manager

|
|

|KJT/

Attachments: 1. Reply to Notice of Violation 96001-01 |

| ,

9 A - / O S4> 1
'

E:\wp\nrc-ap\ MISC-96\SR4327. doc
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Houston Lighting & Power Company ST-Ill-AE-5327
South Texas Project Electric Generating Station File No.: G02.04.02

Page 2

c:

Leonard J. Callan Rufus S. Scott
Regional Administrator, Region IV Associate General Counsel
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Houston Lighting & Power Company
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 P. O. Box 61067
Arlington, TX 76011-8064 Houston, TX. 77208

Thomas W. Alexion Institute of Nuclear Power
Project Manager Operations - Records Center
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 700 Galleria Parkway

Washington, DC 20555-0001 13H15 Atlanta, GA 30339-5957

David P. Loveless Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie
Sr. Resident Inspector 50 Bellport Lane

c/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comme Bellport. NY 11713
P. O. Box 910
Bay City, TX 77404-0910 Richard A. Ratliff

Bureau of Radiation Control
J. R. Newman, Esquire Texas Department of Health

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 1100 West 49th Street
'

1800 M Street, N.W. Austin, TX 78756-3189
Washington, DC 20036-5869

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm.

K. J. Fiedler/M. T. Hardt Attn: Document Control Desk
City Public Service Washington, D. C. 20555-0001

P. O. Box 1771
,

! San Antonio, TX 78296
|

J. C. Lanier/M. B. Lee J. R. Egan, Esquire

City of Austin Egan & Associates, P.C.

Electric Utility Department 2300 N Street, N.W.
.

721 Barton Springs Road Washington, D.C. 20037 !

; Austin, TX 78704
|'

|

Central Power and Light Company J. W. Beck'

ATfN: G. E. Vaughn/C. A. Johnson Little Harbor Consultants, Inc.

P. O. Box 289, Mail Code: N5012 44 Nichols Road
Wadsworth, TX 77483 Cohassett, MA 02025-1166
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Attachment
ST-HI AE-5327
Page 1 of 2

l

Reply to Notice of Violation 96001-01

1. Statement of Violation:

Technical Specification 3.7.1.7 states that "Each main feedwater isolation valve (MFIV)
shall be operable." The associated action statement allows that, "with one MFIV
inoperable, subsequent operation in Mode 3 may proceed provided the isolation valve is.

maintained closed."

Technical Specification 3.0.3 requimd, in part, that, when a limiting condition for operation
is not met, except as provxled in the associated action requirements, within 1 hour action
shall be initiated to place the unit in a mode in which the specification does not apply by
placing it in at least hot shutdown within the following 6 hours.

Contrary to the above, from approxunately 11 p.m. on January 18,1996, until 10:28 a.m.
on January 19, two MFIVs had been declared inoperable as the result of corrective
maintenance activities, and the licensee failed to initiate action to place the unit in hot

shutdown within the specified time.>

This is a Severity Level IV violation (Supplement I) (499S6001-01).

II. South Tuss Proiect Position:

South Texas Project concurs that the violation occurred.

III. Reason for the Violation:

South Texas Project Licensee Event Report 499/96-001, letter from J. F. Groth to the
NRC Document Control Desk dated Febmary 19,1996 (ST-HIeAE-5294), provides a

description of the event.

The root cause of this occurrence was misapplication of the interpretation for Technical
Specification 3.7.1.7 resuhing in the performance of maintenance that affected the
operability of more components than allowed by Technical Specifications.

i

E:\wp\nre-ap\ MISC-96\SR.5327. Doc
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!i~ Attaclunent

| ST-HI AE-5327
Page 2 of 2

The root cause for the delay into Technical Specification 3.0.3 was a lack of questioning
attitude during two shift turnovers regarding the condition of two main feedwater isolation
valves that were placed out of service.

Contributing to this event was ineffective communications between the outage work start

authority and the controlroom.
,

IV. Corrective Actions:

The lessons from this event resulted in discussions regarding enhanced management

expectations including emphasis on clear, concise communications, use of tie chain of
command, and control oflogging entry into Technical Spec'dication Limiting Conditions
for Operation. These expectations wem discussed with the operating crews of both units.

Guidance has been issued regarding communications and work coordination between the

outage work start authority and the Control Room.
,

Procedure OPOP01-ZQ-0022, " Plant Operations Shift Routines", was revised to include
main feedwater isolation valves in the Mode 3 Safety Function Checklist. The Safety
Function Checklist is reviewed during shift turnover to ensure Technical Specification

muumum equipment and instrumentation requirements are met for the applicable plant

mode.

V. Date of FullComoliance:

South Texas Project is in full compliance.

|

!

! VI. AdditionalInformation:

A revision to Technical Specificatiod 3.7.1.7 will be submitted as part of the station's

Improved Technical Specification submittal. The implementation ofImproved Technical
Specifications should elinunate the need for Technical Specification Literpretations and

,

clear up potential confusion surrounding the application of Technical Specification 3.7.1.7.'

!
!
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