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July 8, 1992

U.S. Nuclew Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

REF:  Gulf States Utilities Co. - Repart of Defect
Dated June 18, 1992-RBG-37042
File No. G9.5 River Bend Station
Dacument No. 50-458

Gentlemen:

Connex Pipe Systems, Inc. has somploied its investigot on of the defect discovered by Gull States Utilities
Co. (GS1') on the 12" Sch. 80 LR 90F Eibow SAZM ¥V 2C and subsequently, reported in accordance with
the requirements of 10CFR21. The following is a summary of the steps that were taken during the
investigation 1o determine an adeguate corrective action.

Initial Corrective Action was 10 remove Ram Forge aom Connex's Approved Vendors List until further
investigation could be performed. This was documented on Connex's Corrective Action Request (CAR
#92-007) and venified by copy of Connex's Approved Vendors List,

in addition, Connex was able 10 determine that the Ram Forge elbow was an isolatzd occurrence. This
was based upon wall thickness measurements taken on numerous ellows at Connex --all of which
contained acceptable wall thickness. (See attached Ultrasonic thickness readings)

Connex, accompanied by GSU, went 10 Ram Forge to determine the rool cause and verify Corrective
Action. (See Ram Forge Discrepancy Report) Further investigation while at Ram Forge disclosed the fact
that this particular elbow required ten (10) heals 1o form the elbow within the dye. This was unusual
since they normally require two (2) heats. An excess of scale caused by the additional heats necessitated a
great deal of grinding. Consequently, the elbow was greund helow wall and not visible to the eye. Ram
Forge did not question the wall thickness because past experience had shown their clbows to be much
heavier. This was demonstrated to Connex and GSU from readings taken on a grid patiern on elbows for
other customers.

Ram Forge has stated that they will check all elbows for wall thickness on 100% of ASME 11 orders, The
wall thickness measurements will be taken on a grid over the entire elbow. Connex was unable to verify
implementation since there were no ASME [11 orders for elbows in-house at Ram Forge.
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U.S. Nuclewr Regulatory Commission Page 2 of 2
REF:  Gulf States Utilities Co, - Report of Defect

Dated June 18, 1992.RBG 37042

File No, G9.5 River Bend Station - Unit #1

Document No. 50-458

Prior 10 awarding Purchase Orders 10 Ram Forge, Connex shall audit their Quality Systom and assure
provisions are in place to accomplish Ram Forge's corrective action and verify measurements taken on
elbows at that time. Ram Forge will remain off Connex's Approved Vendors List until the audit is
performed and is acceptable 10 Connex.

Sincerely,

DJ. got

V.P. Technical Services

altachments

DJL:cak

o Ram Forge and Steel Ine,
P.O. Box §92
Industrial Park Road
Navasota, Texas 77868
Mr. D. C. Deddens
Senior Vice President
River Bend Nuclear Group
Gulf States Utilities
P.O. Box 220

St. Francisville, LA 70775

U. §. Nuclear Regulatory Com..ission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive

Suite 400

Arlington, TX 76011

NRC Residont Inspection
P.O. Box 108)
St. Francisville, LA 70775
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CONNEX

PIPE SYSTEMS

June 25, 1992

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

REF.: Guif States Utilitie. Co. - Report of Defect
Dated June 18, 1992--RBG-37042
File No. G9.5 River Bend Station - Unit |
Document No. 50-458

CGentlemen:

We have reviewed Gulf States Utilities' Report of Defect per 10CFR21 and
offer the following clarifications and additional information:

The forged replacement elbow was purchased by Connex Pipe Systems
on Purchase Order EB634-2 Item #1 from Ram Forge and shipped direct to
Gulf States Utilities River Bend Station Unit 1 from Ram Forge and Steel
Inc., P.O. Box 592, Industrial Park Road, Navasota, Texas 77868,

The elbow was then accepted by Gulf States Utilities River Bend Station -
Unit 1 and was in the process of being machined when the defect was
discovered. Upon notification by Gulf States, the elbow was returned to
Connex to be repaired.

Connex reworked the elbow in accordance with ASME [11 NB-4130. The
rework of the elbow was documented on Connex sketch E8630-1. The
elbow was then returned to Gulf States Utilities River Bend Station Unit 1
along with the associated documentation.

li. addition, Connex took immediate corrective action by removing Ram

Forge from Connex's Approved Vendors List until a full investigation
could be completed.

ha Whag T 3
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US. Nuclear Regulatory Commission June 25, 1992 20f2
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Preliminary results o our investigation indicate that this was an isolated

occurrence; however, specific cause has yet to be determined.

1ssued

We hope this additional information will help supplement the report
by Gulf States Utilities.

Sincerely,

CONNEX PIE SYSTEMS, INC.

D. Leininger
V.P. Technical

DJL:cak

cC:

US. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive

Suite 400

Arlington, TX 76011

NRC Resident Inspection
P.O. Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775

Mr. D. C. Deddens

Senior Vice President
River Bend Nuclear Group
Gulf States Utilities

P.O. Box 220

St. Francisville, LA 70775
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June 18, 1992
RBG- 37042
File No. G9.5

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Documen. Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

River Bend Station - Unit |

—Rocket No, 50-458

Pursuant to the requirements of 10CFR21.21(¢)(3), Gulf States Utilities Company
(GSU) is submitting this written report of a defect in a forged replacement elbow .
The specified location for the elbow is in a 12" feedwater line. The attached
report provides the information required by 10CFR21.21.

Sincerely,

(Y Wl bwer

I. C. Deddens
Senior Vice President
River Bend Nuclear Group

B e,

Attachment
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'LLITIES COMPANY

River Bend Station Unit 1
Report of a Defect Per 10CFR2
connex Pipe Systems, Ind
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The date on which the information of the defect or failure to
comply was obtained:

A condition report (CR) was issued indentifying the minimum
wall violations on June 5, 1992. GSU’s evaluation of the
condition per 10CFR21 determined the condition to be
reportable oa June 18, 1992,

In the case of a basic component which contains a de.ect or
fails to comply, the number and location of all the components
in use at, supplied for, cr being supplied for one or more
facilities or activities subject to the regulations of
10CFR21:

The affected basic component is the forged elbow, Connex
sketch E-8634-~1, supplied to GSU as a one~time replacement
part.

The corrective action which has been, or will be taken; the
name of the individual or organizatior responsible for the
action; and the length of time that has been or will be taken
to complete the action:

GSU returned the forged elbow to the supplier. The component
was reworked to ASME III, NB-4130 and returned to GSU.

Any advice related to the defect or failure to comply about
the facility, activity, or basic component that has been, is
being, or will be given to purchasers or licensees:

Not applicable.
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