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Exhibit A

Prairie Island Nuclear Cenerating Plant
License Amendment Request Dated June 15, 1992

Evaluation of Proposed Changes to the
Technical Specifications Appendix A of
Operating License DPR-42 and DPR-60

Pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50, Sections 50.59 and 50.90, the %“olders of Operating
Licenses DPR-42 and DPR-60 hereby propose the following changes to Appendix A,
Technical Specifications:

Background

Generic letter 87-09, "Sections 3.0 and & 0 of the Standard Technical
Specifications (STS) on the Applicability of Limiting Conditions for Oneration
and Surveillance Requirements", provided guidance on improvements to Section
4.0 of the Standard Technical Specifications which could be voluntarily
adopted by licensees. One of the improvements described in Ceneric Letter 87-
09 revised Standard Technical Specification 4.0.3 to clarify when a missed
surveillance constitutes a violation of cthe operability requirements of a
Limiting Condition for Operation and to clarify the applicability of the
action requirements and the time during vhich the limits aprly

This license amendment request proposes the i{ncorporation of Standard
Technical Specification Section 4.0.3, as modified by Ceneric Letter 87-09,
into the Prairie Island Technical Specifications.

Broposed Changes and Reasons for Change

The proposed changes to the Prairie Island Technical Specifications being
implemented in response to Ceneric Letter 87-09 are described below, and the
specific wording changes to "echnical Specifications are shown in Exhibits B
and C.

A. Proposed changes to Technical Specification Table of Contents

The page number for "4.0 SURVEILLANCE REQUIREMENTS" is being changed from
*4.1-1" to "4.0-1" to reflect the new Section 4.0 described below,

B. Propesed changes to Technical Specification Section 4.0

Section 4.0 has been relocated and reformatted to be consistent with
Section 3.0, which was incorporated into the Prairie Island Technical
Specifications by License Amendment Nos. 91 and 84, The requirements of
the current Section 4.0 have been relocated to Specification 4.0.A and
have been expanded to include a statement similar to Standard Technical
Specification 4.0.2 which states that surveillance requirements shall be
performed within the specified time intervals. The current Section 4.0
requirements have been incorporated, with only editorial changes, into the
new Specification 4.0,A as exceptions to the requirement that
surveillances shall be performed within the specified time interval. The
proposed Specification 4.0.A will more clearly state the requirements for
completion of surveillance requirements and the allowed exceptions to
those requirements.



Exhibit A
Page 2 of &

C. PRreoposed New Technical Specification Section 4. 0.B

A nev Specification 4.0.B is being incorporated into Section 4.0 to add
Standard Technical Specification Section 4.0.3, as modified by Ceneric
Letter 87-09, to the Prairie Island Technical Specifications. The
incorporation of the proposed Specification 4.0.B will clarify when a
missed surveillance constitutes a violation of the operability
requirements of a limiting condition for operation and will clarify the
applicability of action requirements and the time during which the limits

apply.
Safety Evaluation

It is overly conservative to assume that systems or components are inoperable
vhen a surveillance requirement has not been performed. The opposite is in
fact the case; the vast majority of surveillances demonstrate that systems or
components in fact are operable. When a surveillance has been missed, it is
primarily a question of operability that has not been verified by the
performance of the required surveillance.

The NRC Staff concluded in Ceneric Lertter 87-09, after taking several factors
into account, that 24 hours would be an acceptable time limit for completing a
missed surveillance when the allowed out of service times of the action
requirements are less than this time limit or when shutdown action
requirements apply. The NRC Staff concluded that the 24 hour time limit would
balance the risks associated with an allowance for completing the surveillance
vithin this period against the risks associated with the potential for a plant
upset and challenge to safety systems when the alternative is a shutdown to
comply with action requirements before the surveillance can be completed,

In agreement with the connlusions of the NRC Staff evaluation of the modified
Standard Technical Specification 4.0.3, described in Ceneric Letter 87-09,
Northern States Power believes there is reasonable assurance that the health
and safety of the public will not be adversely affected by the proposed
Technical Specification changes.

Retermination of Significant Hazards Considerations

The proposed changes to the Operating License have been evaluated to determine
whether they constitute a significant hazards consideration as required by 10
CFR Part 50, Section 50.91 using the standards provided in Section 50,92.

This analysis is provided below:

1. The proposed amendment will not involve a significant increase in

the probability or consequences of an accident previously evaluated.

The proposed changes to the current contents of Specification 4.0 are
adminisirative in nature and therefore have no affect on accidents
previously evaluated.

The proposed Specification 4.0.B conforms with the guidance provided in
Generic Letter 87-09. 1t proposes a delay of up to 24 hours in the
application of action requirements to permit the completion of a missed
surveillance. The 24 hour time limit in the application of the action
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