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General Comment
Like Republican corruption...it never ends! No waste of any kind! From a couple of years ago!

Part 1...TBC.

When Phil Batt took office there were 261 metric tons of heavy metal from spent fuel, 65,000 cubic meters of 
stored transuranic wastes, another 62,000 cubic meters of buried transuranic waste, approximately 2 million 
gallons of high-level liquid waste and 3,700 cubic meters of calcined (dried liquid) waste stored at the INEL 
site above the Snake River Aquifer.

The agreement entered into by the State of Idaho with the DOE stipulated the following three conditions:

First, all spent fuel will be placed in dry storage by Dec. 31, 2023, and such facilities will be placed, if 
technically feasible, at a point not above the Snake River Plain Aquifer. This condition of the agreement won't 
happen, because it will be deemed not to be "technically feasible" by lame excuse specialists employed by 
contractors and the DOE. Otherwise, I would recommend storage in the parking lot of the Idaho Governor's 
Offices, which happen to be a point "not above the Snake River Plain Aquifer."

The second condition, if DOE fails to remove all spent fuel by 2035, the state may levy a fine of $60,000 per 
day. If DOE fails to meet any of the agreement milestones at any point, the state may ask the federal court to 
halt any further spent fuel shipments to the INL. Many in this room tonight will be dead by 2035, and if I am 
still alive I will perhaps not be able to provide my name and address preceding comment. I assume Mr. 
Wasden will have retired by then. The half-life of many of these radioactive contaminants represent virtual 
immortality relative to the human life-span. Best of luck to the Snake River Alliance and anyone still 
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believing that this agreement, and "Rule of Law" now arbitrarily applied, have any impetus whatsoever in 
changing humanity's race toward self-destruction via comprehensive global environmental degradation.

The third condition, if the DOE fails to perform the cleanup activities mandated in the agreement, shipments 
stop. The agreement also provides substantial incentives for the DOE to open an interim or permanent 
repository. Once the DOE opens an interim or permanent repository that accepts Idaho's spent fuel, the state 
many renegotiate the timetable and number of shipments of spent fuel in Idaho. These additional shipments 
would only be allowed into the state for treatment and prompt removal to a repository. By opening a 
repository, the DOE would be able to fulfill all of its contractual commitments to accept spent fuel from other 
locations. The DOE's failure to fulfill these contractual commitments is costing the agency millions of dollars 
annually. News flash, a repository currently exists, at massive taxpayer expense, in Nevada. Las Vegas is all 
about glow and shine, and what happens there, stays there, an obviously perfect location for waste from the 
INL. Unfortunately while Nevada took the billions for construction of a repository, they turned this waste 
issue into a political football, with Idaho the designated loser thanks to Kempthorne and Otter.

The economic benefits of slopping at the federal trough are all directed to the Upper Snake River Valley 
where the scale of INL salaries and low costs of living deliver a quality of life and overall economic benefit to 
that area to be envied by other working folks in Idaho. Gee, thanks Brother Crapo. All of this good fortune 
delivered by the DOE, while the direction of any water-borne contamination of the Snake River Plain Aquifer 
through hydrological processes is away from the home of Idaho's "Party Before Country" and unabashedly 
"Money Before Environment" Senior Senator. 

The economic reality is plain and simple. Agricultural and aquaculture operations 'downstream' from the INL 
represent a much larger percentage of Idaho's economy than the fat government paychecks provided by the 
DOE. These operations will no longer be viable as the sources of water upon which they depend are revealed 
to contain increasing levels of radioactive contamination making any foods produced unfit for human 
consumption.
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