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Docket No. 50-425

U. §. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Gentlemen:

VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT
DIESEL GENERATOR NONVALID FAILURES DUE TO

NEGATIVE REACTIVE POWCR WHEN TYING TO THE GRID
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Geoargia Power

ELV-03850
000468

In accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73, Georgia Power Company
hereby submits the enclosed revised report related to an event which occurred on
January 29, 1991. Subsequent investigation has revealed the true cause of this
event, necessitating changes to the reportability determination, cause of event,
and the corrective actions reported in the original Licensee Event Report.

Sincerely,
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C. K. McCoy /

CKM/NJS
Enclosure: LER 50-425/199]1-003, Revision ]
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Mr. W. B. Shipman
Mr. M. Sheibani
NORMS
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Mr. S. D. Ebneter, Regional Administrator
Mr. D. S. t'h0d, Licensing Project Manager, NRR

Mr. B. R. Bonser, Seniur Resident Inspector, Vogtle
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EESEFI1IHF* EXPIRES . 4730/
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)
TEXT CONTINUATION
I;ACiLlTV NAME (1) DOCKET NUMBER (2} LER NUMBER (5) PAGE (3]
d VAR I ey
VOGTLE ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANT - UNIT 2 05000425 91 003 01 2 IPH 4

TERT

A, REQUIREMENT FOR REPORT

This revised report is being submitted in accordance with Technlcal
Specification (TS) 4 .8.1.1.3 because diesel penerator (DG) failures
occurred. The original version of this repovrt was also conservatively
submitted under the provisions of 10 CFR 50,73 (a)(2)(v) because a cvondition
was thought to exist that alone could have prevented the fulfillment of the
safety function of a system needed (o wmitigate the consequences of an
accident. Subsequent investigation has established that the cause of these
events was only applicable during testing and did not affert operation In
emergency modes. Therefore, reportability per 10 CFR 50 73 {(a)(2)(v) is no
longer applicable and these failures have been recla.sified as nonvalid

B. UNIT STATUS AT TIME OF EVENT

At the time of this event, Unit ? was operating in Mode 1 (Power Operation)
at 90% of rated thermal power., Other than that described herein, there was
no inoperable equipment which contributed to the scourrence of this event

C. DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

On January 29, 1991 at 1506 CST, DG 2A& was started for surveillance.testing
per Procedure 14980-2, "Dies¢l Generator Operabilitvy Test." At 1521 CST,
operators paralleled DG 2A to the prid and the indicated reactive power
value immediately reached negative 6000 kKVARs, An attempt was made to raise
the reactive power value, but was unsuccessful, The output breaker was
opened, the system engineer was notified and DG 2A was declared inoperable
The DG remained running while the redundant rectifier bridge circult was
selected and, at 1556 CST, DG 2A was apgain loaded te the grid, Reactive
power remained at normal levels and no other problems occurred. At 1721
CS8T, the DG surveillance was completed, and at 1953 CST, DG 2A was declared
operable. The DG had been out of service for 4 hours and 32 minutes

Due to TS 3.8.1.1 requirements for demonstratirg the operability of the
redundant diesel, DG 2B was started at 2349 G8T. When operators paralleled
DG 2B to the grid at 2359 CST, the reactive power value imme'fately reached
negative 6000 kVAR:. An attempt was made to raise rhe reactive power value,
and it was raised to negative 4500 kVAisy but this was still unacceptable
Diesel gererator 2B was shut down und declared inoperable at 0003 CST on
January 30, 15501. The DG 2B bridge circuit was then instrumented to assist
{n pinpointing any abnormal conditions and at 1412 CST on January 30, 1991,
DG 2B was started. The DG was paralleled to the grid at 1423 CST, with no
apparent problems. At 1512 CST, the output breaker was opened and at

1515 CST DG 2B was stopped., The DC 2B bridge circuit was transferred to
redundant rectifier bridge, which was Instrumented, and DC 2B was stailed a
1730 CST. Diesel generator 2B was tied to the grid without incident, then
removed frem the grid and stopped at 1791 CST. Diesel gev-.utor 2B was
started at 1915 CST to prove operability. This surveillance was
successfully completed and the DG was declared operable at 2154 CST, Diesel
generator 2B had been out of service for 21 hours and 55 minutes.
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