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SUBJECT: DOCKET NO. 50-333
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT:

92-022-00 - ASME Class III
Pressure Tests Performed for
10 Minutes Vice 4 NoursDear Sir:

This report is submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50 73(a) (2) (1)..

Mr. W. Verne Childs atQuestions concerning this report may be addressed to
(315) 349-6971.

Very truly yours,
#
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L'~ fHARRY P. SALMON, JN.
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EIIS Codes are in []
The plant was shutdown and in the cold condition for maintenance and
refuel. On 5/14/92, it was determined that using later editions of
the ASME Code to pressure test certain standby Class III piping
systems withe t prior submittal of a relief request constituted a

l reportable condition prohibitmd by the plant Technical Specifications.
A 10-minute functional test, allowed by the ASME 1983 Edition, was
used to inspect emergency service water [BI] and emergency diesel
generator [EK] piping for leakage in lieu of a 4-hour inservice test
as required by % e version of code committed to within the plant ISI

l Program (ASME 1980 with Winter 1981 Addenda). The reduced hold time .

l' ' eliminated standby system operating hardships which are de. ed
technically unnecessary. The Power Authority f ailed to subnut a
relief request prior to implementation of the test method change
because of NRC endorsement of the 10-minute functional test through
later editions of the ASME Code. All ASME Class III pressure test
procedures, with the exception of the emergency diesel generator test,
were changed to require a 4-hour minimum run time. An official
request for relief will be submitted to the llRC for pressure testing
Class III-Gystems to the later edition of ASME, and to clarify
emergency diesel generator piping system functional pressure test
requirements.
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CIIS Codes are in []
Descriptiori

On May 14, 1992, with the plant in a cold shutdown condition for
3

refueling and maintenance, it was determined that a reportablea

condition had resulted by using 10-minute hold times instead of
4 hours to leak test ASME Class III piping in systems that are
normally not in service, without first submitting a relief request to
the Commission. The 10-minute functional test is permitted by the
1983 Edition of ASME, but not by the 1980 Edition (with 1981 Winter
Addenda) on which the plant ISI Program is based. Using the later
edition of the ASME Code without prior NRC approval may be a violation
of Technical Specification 4.6.F.1 in that the ASME Code utilized
differed from the NRC approved edition in effect 12 months or less
prior to the beginning of the ISI inspection interval. The ASME
Section XI 1980 Edition only allous a hydrostatic or 4-hour inservice
pressure test for lass III piping. Both of these pressure tests
present equipment and staff hardships which are deemed technically
unnecessary. Class III cooling water systems for the plant were
designed and constructed prior to the issuance of the first code
addressing Class III components. As a result, isolation valves that
would permit hydrostatic testing were not installed. Also, the intent
of the code is to permit use of a 4-hour inservice test for systems
that are running during normal plant operation. The Class III systems
involved are not normally in service, thus an inservice test would
require an excessively long period of system operation to meet the -

pressure test requirement.

The discrepancy was first identified by QA (Quality Assurance) on
July 1, 1991 while reviewing the ASME pressure test procedure for the
emergency service water system [BI), and brought to the attention of
management. The ISI coordinator responded on August 2, 1991 by
stating that later editions of ASME could be utilized for
clarification of Section XI pressure test hold times. QA rejected
this response on August 19, 1991 based on ISI Program commitments to
the earlier code. On April 8, 1992, QA identified another case of
incorrect ASME Class III pressure testing on emergency diesel
generator [EK) support systems (i.e., fuel oil and combustion air
piping). Again, the system was being operated for 10 minutec instead
of 4 hours before a visual check for leaks was perforraed. On
April 27, 1992, the company committed to preparation of a relief
request fcr la.er code applicability on Class III pressure testing
after a review by the Authorized Nuclear Inservice Inspector (ANII)
recommended use of the later code provided concurrence from the NRC is
obtained.

|
!

|

NRC ,orm 368A 1649)

_ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



U S NUCLi&R REQULATORY COwM658 TON
NRCFORM Wi44 I xPiett 47%%2

'M'o7eO",M8R/c'T n"'#TvEs/ O*"# Io'a".'AR$
"

"*

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) INX"#,I'#?u'Ol*@eUfc'w"EE L"s' Oc?NA
'"

TEXT CONTINUATlON l') So o O C
FA ER O RfD T ION R J

OF MANAGEMENT AND SuDGt T.W ASHtNGTON. DC 20bc)
P ACE (*)

DOCkt1 NUMBtm (2) (tm NuMatR 66;

FACtklivNAME(H "MG" O*.O" * *
James A. FitzPatrick

0 }0 Oj3 eF 0 13Nuclear Power Plant ,0 |5 } 0 j 0 j 0 j 3 | 3 } 3 9 |2 0}2|2 --

XT vr #nore avece a segwed use seemet NAC Arm Jruh4 sJ (1hTE

Cause

c.e failure to submit a relief request priorThe event was caused by
to implementing a test methodology change which had already beenThe ISIapproved by ASME through later editions of the code. laterCoordinator and plant Operations Department assumed that
editions of the ASME Code became applicable and could be used to

for industry use.clarify testing requirements accepted

Analysis
10 minutes as opposed toPerforming a pressure test for a duration of

hours on Class III systems that are not normally in service is 5
technically acceptable as approved by ASME through later editions of4

The NRC has endorsed the 10-minute functional test methodthe code.for Class III systems through the 1989 ASME Code and the ANIIProlonged operation of standbyacknowledges and recommends its use.
systems can present hardships on equipment which are not necessary to
attain the conditions required for visual leak inspection. The Class

III systems were adequately tested to the most recent ASME
requirements and do not constitute an operability problem.
This report is submitted pursuant to the reporting requirements of
10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (1) (B) .

Corrective Action
for the use of 10-minute functional tests on1. A-relief request and clarification of pressure testClass III systems, will

requirements for emergency diesel generator piping systems,
be submitted to the NRC using later editions of the ASME Code as
justification (due date prior to start-up from the currentIn the interim, all ASME Class III pressure testoutage.
procedures, witn the exception of the emergency diesel generator

have been revised to incorporate a 4-hour minimum operatingtest, The emergency diesel generator support piping isperi s

cons 1 ered an augmented system and will be addressed separately
in the relief request.

The ISI program will be updated to require NRC relief requests be
obtained for use of later code editions or addenda for inspection2.

of components (due date December 31, 1992).

Additional Information
Failed Components: None

Previous Similar Events: None
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