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March 14, 1996

Ms. Deborah Katz, President
Citizens Awareness Network
Box 83
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370

Dear Ms. Katz:

By letter dated February 9, 1996, you requested that the Citizens Awareness
Network (CAN) be added to the NRC's service list for the Vermont Yankee
Nuclear Power Station (VYNPS). You stated that CAN is a public interest group
that has members who live within the ten mile radius of VYNPS. You indicated
that the Local Public Document Room (LPDR) at the Greenfield Community College
in Greenfield, Massachusetts, was not centrally located or convenient for
members of your organization. You further stated that the lack of computer
access for NUDOCS (the NRC's document search software) makes the task of
document search inefficient and unnecessarily time consuming.

In responding to your request, I have determined that placing CAN on the
service list (i.e., the NRC's mail distribution list, as there is no active
service list involving VYNPS related litigation) for VYNPS would not provide
CAN documents from sources other than the NRC, such as the licensee. Members
of CAN would still need to use the LPDR to locate such documents. The NRC
staff recently visited the LPDR for VYNPS which is located at the Brooks
Memorial Library on Main Street in Brattleboro, Vermont. The staff found that
NUDOCS could be accessed from a personal computer on the reference librarian's
desk. Additionally, there are a number of ways to obtain NRC information.
I've enclosed the brochure "A Citizen's Guide to U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission Information" for your use. Here are a few highlights:

A person with a personal computer and a modem can access NUDOCS frome
home or office. For detailed information and instructions, call
(301) 415-7230.

* There also is a toll-free number for the public to call for
assistance in conducting NUDOCS searches. That nwaber is (800) 638-
8081.

The Public Document Room in Washington also can help individualse
searching for information. That number is (800) 397-4209.

The staff also will conduct NUDOCS searches and provide a member ofe
the public with a printout free of charge.

Finally, a number of documents can be :; cessed over the Internet.e
Instructions are included in the brocliure.
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i Based upon the information enumerated above, I have determined that documents
are readily accessible to members of the public through the methods mentioned'

i above, as well as the LPDR. Considering the availability of documents through
i numerous means, as well as the quantity of paper, and the clerical resources
! needed to comply with your request, I have determined that at this time it is

not practical to add CAN to the NRC's mail distribution list for VYNPS.
I Nothwithstanding this determination, I am keenly aware of the interest that
j members of the public have in the safe operation of nuclear power plants, and
i have therefore initiated action to revisit applicable NRC policies and
! guidance related to the distribution of correspondence. This action is
j intended to ensure that my actions are responsive'to the public's business and
j consistent with the "NRC Principles of Good Regulation", which includes
! informing the public about regulatory processes. I will be in contact with
: you again should my review indicate a different course of action than the one
; I have currently taken. Should you require any further information on this
: matter, please contact Mr. Richard Conte, Projects Branch Chief, Division of
j Reactor Projects at (610) 337-5183.

Sincerely,

f Original Signed By:

; Richard W. Cooper II, Director ,

; Division of Reactor Projects |
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j Enclosure: As Stated
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