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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Mail Station P1-137

Washington, D.C. 20555

SUBJECT: DOCHET NO. 50-~333

LICENFEE EVENT REPORT:

Dear Sir:

Harry P. Salmon, Jr

ot M A00!

92-026~00 ~ Radwaste Building
Vent lsolation Due to

Personnel Error

This Licensee Event Report is submitted in accordance with
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2) (iv).

Questions concerr‘ng this report may be addressed to Mr. W. Verne
Childs at (315) 349-6071,

Very truly yours,
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/HARRY /P. SALMON, JR:
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USNRC, Region I
USNRC Resident Inspector
INPO Records Center
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Event Description

Th2 plant was shutdown and in the cold condition for maintenance
and refuel. The B radiation monitor [IL) of the Radwaste
Building [NE] Ventilation System [VH] was removed from service in
order to perform preventative maintenance on the associated B
exhaust monitor sample pump. The A radiation monitor was
verified operable prior to removing the B radiation monitor from
service. Instrument and Control personnel were instructed to
decrease to a minimum the B radiation monitor detector high
voltage according to approved procedure. The shift supervisor
then authorized the hanging of two tags removing the egquipment
from service. An auxiliary operator was instructed to hang the
tags for the B radiation monitor detector high voltage and the
circuit breaker. Before leaving the main control room the
auxiliary operator confirmed that the A radiation monitor was
operable.

The operator proceeded to the area housing both radiation
monitors and turned off the A radiation monitor detector high
voltage switch and hung the Special Condition Tag for the B
radiation monitor detector high voltage switch on the A radiation
monitor detector high voltage switch.

The downward trend reading on the A ra’iation monitor was noticed
in the main control room [NA]. Main control room [NA] personnel
attempted to contact the operator using the plant Public Addrens
system. Communication with “he operator could not be established
in sufficient time to have him correct the error and prevent
system isolation,

The system isolated as designed and all activities to return the

system to service were performed according to an approved

procedure. A critique of the event was held within three hours

of the occurrence. {
1

Cause

Isolation of the system was caused by a personnel error (cause

code A) when an operator inadvertently removed detector high
voltage from the A monitor instead of tagging the detector high

voltage switch on the B monitor, which had previously been

removed from service in accordance with procedure. |
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The auxiliary operator did not perform a proper self-verification
prior to turning off and tagging the wrong switch. The
individual involved has been an operator at this plant for a
number of years and is knowledgeable about the plant and the
equipment. This event - “rred at approximately eight hours into
a ten hour shift. Whia ve “lore'. the individual did not feel
that fatigue was a fac .o,

Both radiation monitor ..t # %5 arv Located in the same area, and
approximately three feet &parc¢. Lighting is adequate, and name
plates are visible. Current name plates are white with black
lettering. Color coded name plate placards are s-heduled to
replace the current labels.

When power was removed from the A monitor, a display in the
control room alerted the control room operators and shift
supervisor to the error. The main control room tried to contact
the operator by using the plant-wide Public Address systen.

There was not much more than a minute availwole to correct the
error and communications with the auxiliary operator hanging the
tag could not be established in sufficient time to correct the
error. The plant-wide Public Address system is the common method
of communication used for routine operations activities. Other
methods such as radio communication between the control room and
operators are not used due to problems with radioc signals causing
undesired effects in the main control room.

The FitzPatrick Plant philosophy for the performance of
independent review includes the review of protective tag
preparation, and hanging the tag. Independent review was
performed and signed off for the preparation and issuance of the
protective tags. Independent review is also performed on the
tags after they are placed on the egquipment. In order to assure
total independence, the second reviewer remaing out of line of
sight when the tag is hung. This practice is intended to ensure
that the tag is hung in the correct location. In this event
there was not enough time for the second operator to perform the
independent review prior to the isolation occurring.
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