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Docket Nos. 50-327 and 50-328
License Nos. DPR-77 and DPR-79
EA 92-065

Tennessee Valley Authority'

ATTN: Dr. Mark 0. Medford
Vice President
Nuclear Assurance, Licensing

and Fuels
3B Loo'out Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanieqa, Tennessee 37402-2801

Gentlemen:

-SUBJECT: NOTICE-0F VIOLATION
(NRC INSPECTION REPORT NOS. 50-327/92-06AND50-328/92-06)

This refers to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) inspection conducted by
Mr. W. 911and on March 1 - April 7,1992, at the Sequoyah Nuclear Plant. The
inspection irduded a review of the facts and circumstances related to a
failure to comply with lechnical Specification requirements for the operability
of ice condenser inlet doors on Units 1 and 2 for an unknown period of time
during n; tion in Modes 1, 2, 3, and 4, which you identified and reported on
March 17.-1992. On' March 23, 1992, a Confirmation of Action Letter was sent to
you confirming that several actions related to the ice condenser problems be
completed prior.to the restart of Unit 1. The report documenting this inspec-
tion was sent to you by letter dated April 9,1992. As a result of this
inspection, a violation of NRC requirements was identified.' -An enforcement
conference was held on May 1, 1992, in the NRC Region 11 ci ice to discuss the
violation', its cause, and your corrective actions to preclude recurrence. A

summary of the enforcement conference was sent to you by letter dated May 1,
1992.

The violation in the enclosed Notice of Violation (Notica) involved the discovery-
of the Unit 2 ice condenser in a degraded condition. During the performance of
routine inspections while thn unit was in Mode 5 for the Cycle 5 refueling
outage ice condenser inspections revealed that 27 of the 48 ice condenser
doors required excessive force to open. Approximately 15 of the doors were
severely restrained in that force above the maximum torque required by Tech-
nical Specifications 4.6.5.3.1.b.1 and 4.6.5.3.1.b.3 would have-been required to
open the doors.. Water intrusion, freezing, and expansion within the floor
assembly caused the lower-ice-condenser concrete floor pad to be raised up to
three inches which caused the metal flashing at the base of the doors to
interfere with the door's c;)eration, A similar problem was found -in Unit 1.
This condition was caused by a combination of the failure to install scalant
material in some of. the wear slab joints during initial installation that
allowed water intrusion to the floor assembly and the maintenance defrosting
and cleaning activities that allowed water to accumulate on the floor.
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This violation is of concern to the NRC because it represents the gradual
degradation of a safety system. This degradation may have occurred through at
least two cycles and could have been detected through more detailed licensee
inspection activities or better scheduling of surveillance activities. There-
fore, this violation has been categorized at Severity Level 111.

In accordance with the " General Statement of Policy and Procedure for NRC
Enforcement Actions," (Enforcement Policy) 10 CFR Part 2, Appendix C
(57 FR 5791, February 18,1992), a civil penalty is considered for a Severity
level 111 violation. However, after consultation with the Director, Office of
Enforcement, and the Deputy Executive Director for Nuclear Reactor Regulation.
Regional Operaticns and Research, I have decided that a civil penalty will not
be proposed in this case because your staff identified the violation and
because of your prompt and extensive corrective actions that included shutting
down the operating unit, initiating rapid followup activity to correct the
violation, installing an on-line monitoring system, and modifying maintenance
practices.

You are required tc respond to this letter and should follow the instructions
specified in the enclosed Notice when preparing your response, in your response,
you shcold document the specific actions taken and any additional actions you
plan c; prevent recui rence. Af ter reviewing your response to this Notice,
including your proposed corrective actions and the results of future inspections,
the NRC will detennine whether further NRC enforcement action is necessary to
ensure compliance with NRC regulatory requirements.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's " Rules of Practice," a copy of
this letter and its enclosure will be 91 aced in the NRC Public Document Room.

The responses directed by this letter and the enclosed Notice are not subject
to the clearance procedures of the Office of Management and Budget as required
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-511.

Should you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact us.

Sincerely.

Original Signed By:
JAMES L. MILHosN

Stewart D. Ebneter
Regional Administrator

Enclosure:
Notice of Violation

cc w/ encl:
Mr. J. B. Waters, Director
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 12A
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

cc w/ encl con't: (see next page)
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cc w/enci con't:
Mr. J. R. Bynum, Vice President
Nuclear Operations
3B Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

Mr. M. J. Burzynski, Manager
INclear Licensing and

Regulatory Affairs
Tennessee Valley Authority
SB Lookout Place
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

~

Mr. Jack Wilson, Vice President
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
Tent essee Valley Authority
P. O. Box 2000
Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee 37379

.

TVA Representative i

Tennessee Valley Authority
11921 Rockville Pike
Suite 402
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Ms. Marci Cooper
Site Licensing Manager
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P. O. Box 2000
Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee 37379

Mr. Michael H. Mobley, Director
Division of Radiological Health
T.E.R.R.A. Building, 6th Floor
150 9th Avenue North
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-5404

General Counsel
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 11H
400 West Eianmit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37402

County Judge
Hamilton Count" Courthouse
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

State of Tennessee
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