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On November 8, 1984 at 1720 hours while Unit 1 was in Mode 6 (Refueling), the
inlet valve to the Unit 1 Vent Sampling Pump was found closed. The closed

inlet valve prevented the pump from sampling the Unit 1 Vent contiruously,

which is required per Technical Specification Surveillance Requirement 4.11.2.1.2.
Since the Unit 1 Vent Particulate, Gas, and lodine Radiation Mcnitors (1EMF-35,
36, and 37) were inoperable at the time, the pump was also required to sample
continuously per the Action Statement of Technical Specification 3.3.3.11.

This event is classified as a Personnel Error. In the process of evaluating
potential leakage on 1EMF-37, several valves on the EMF train were cycled.
The inlet valve to the Unit 1 Vent Sample Pump was inadvertently left clcsed.

This incident is reportable pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73, Section (a) (2) (i).
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The Unit 1 Vent Sampling Pump is used to continuously sample the Unit Vent

in accordance with the sampling and analysis program specified in Table
4.11-2 of Technical Specification Surveillance Requirement 4.11.2.1.2. Since
the Unit 1 Vent Particulate, Gas, and Iodine Radiation Monitors (1EMF-35,

36, and 37) were inoperable due to implementation of Nuclear Station Modifi-
cation NSM-10087, the pump was also required per Action Statement 50 of

Tech Spec 3.3.3.11 to ensure continuous sampling for radioactive lodine and
particulates.

On 11/8/34, at approximately 1200 hours, two Staff Health Physicists began
their evaluation of 1EMF-35, 36, and 37 to determine the origin of particulate
matter on the 1EMF-37 lodine cartridge. The evaluation continued into the
afternoon when it was noticed that proper flow was not being obtained through
the radiation monitor (EMF). After approximately 15 minutes the detector
housing for 1EMF-37 revealed leakage around a gasketed surface. In the
process of evaluating the leakage by observing flow and vacuum response,
several valves on the EMF train were cycled. The inlet valve to the Unit 1
Vent Sample Pump was found closed and was immediately reopened.

The potential existed for the valve to be closed a maximum of 35 minutes,
from 1645 hours when it was observed in service, until 1720 hours when it
was observed to be closed and then reopened. To prevent reoccurrance of
a similar incident, the Unit 1 Vent Sample Pump Inlet and Outlet Valves
are now locked open te ensure continuous sampling.

This incident is classified as a Personnel Error.

The Unit 1 Vent Sample Pump Inlet Valve was returned to the open position.
Unit 1 Vent Sampling Pump Inlet and Outlet Valves have been locked open and
the Unit 2 Vent Sampling Pump Inlet and Outlet Valves will also be locked

open.

SAFETY ANALYSIS

Although the Unit 1 Vent Sampling Pump could not sample for a short period

of time, analysis of the Unit Vent prior to and after the incident revealed
samples that were within the specifications of Tech Spec Surveillance
Requirement 4.11.2.1.2. Since Unit 1 had not yet achieved initial criticality,
no significant amounts of radiation could have been released through the

Unit Vent.

Therefore, the health and safety of the public were unaffected by this
incident.




Duke POwER COMPANY
P.0O. BOX 33189
CHARLOTTE, N.O. 28242

HAL B. TUOKER TELEPHONE
VIR PaEIE N (704) 373480

e p———— December 7, 19%4

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washirgton, D. C. 20555

Subject: Catawba Nuclear Station, Unit 1
Docket No. 50-413

Gentlemen:

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73 Section (a) (1) and (d), attached is _icensee Event
Report 413/84-19 concerning disabling the continuous sampling of the Unit 1
vent. This event was considered to be of no significance with respect to the
health and safety of the public.

Very truly yours,

e /8. T

Hal B. Tucker
RWO:s1b
Attachment

cc: Mr, James P. O'Reilly, Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

INPO Records Center
Suite 1500

1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

NRC Resident Inspector
Catawba Nuclear Station

American Nuclear Insurers

c/o Dottie Sherman, ANI Library
The Exchange, Suite 245

270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT 06032
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cc:

Palmetto Alliance
21354 Devine Street
Columbia, South Caroiina 29205

Robert Guild, Esq.
P. 0. Box 12097
Charleston, South Carolina 29412

Mr. Jesse L. Riley

Carolina Environmental Study Group
854 Henley Place

Charlotte, North Carolina 28207

Mr. James L. Kelley, Chairman

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dr. Paul W. Purdom
235 Columbia Drive
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Dr. Richard F. Foster
P. 0. Box 4263
Sunriver, Oregon 97702



