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PRELIMINARY _ NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-I-92-18

Yhis preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of
POSSIBLE safety or public interest significance. The inf ormation is
as initially received without verification or evaluation, and is basically
all that is known by the Region I staff on this date.

Facility: Licensee Emergency Classification:
Ljmerick Nuclear Generating Station Notification of Unusual Event
Region I . Alert#
DockeheM6s. 50-352/50-353 _ Site Area Emergency

General Emergency
X Not Applicable

Subi s t: INTAKE OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL AT A NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

An intake of radioactive material by a radiation worker occurred at the
Limerick Nuclear Generating Station on March 25, 1992. The intake was ,

unusual in that it was estimated, on the basis of whole body counting, to
be higher than that normally encountered at nuclear power plants, but it
was still substantially below regulatory limits. Several root causes were
identified by the licensee, including poor radiological practices, f ai tu re
to follow procedural requirements, and poor communication between the work
group and health physicists.

Because of the magnitude of the intake, the licensee immediately contacted
a physician, and also initiated an excreta bioassay program for the worker,
The preliminary results of the bioassay program, which became available
recently, indicated a significant intake of alpha-emitting radionuclides,
possibly of the order of 50 nC1. A bioassay result of this magnitude
would indicate an intake above regulatory limits.

The alpha activity was detected in both the fecal and the urine samples.
The licensee's routine alpha survey data had previously indicated that
alpha contamination was not a concorn on site due to the historically low
levels of alpha contamination. Subsequent plant alpha survey data
-continue to show the very low alpha contamination levels normally observed
on site.

The bioassay program is still ongoing, although most of the activity had
been elimit.eted within the first two days following the intake. The
identity of the alpha-emitting r adionuclides in the bioassay samples is -
still being determined and is not known at this time. Final assessment
of the intake in terms of 10 CER Part 20 limits will await availability
of this cata.

The licensee is investigating the source of the alpha activity. The
licensee's evaluation is ongoing at this time.

|

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has been notified.

! CONTACT: S. Sharbini, Region I
(FTS) 346-5259) or (215) 337-5259

!
i

' !
, v

9204210056 920415'

,

! PDR ILE /7
ji - )f-

,PNO-I-92-018 PDR

- .



_ . _ _ _ _ , _ . . - - . _ . _ . _ . . . . _ . . _ - . _ .. __ _ _ _ _ _ _ . . _ . _ - _ . . . . _ . . . . .

- -

: DISTRIBUTION:
OWEN MNBB L-St. NL Mail: ADM:DMB
Chairman Selin AEOD If5S DOT:Trans only
Comm. Rogers IRM. FDR

. Comm. Curtiss LSSA NRC Ops Ctr.

Comm, Remick
i

Comm. de Plangue '

OCAA
OIP

fOCA EDO Phillips INPOt. .-OGC NMSS ACRS NSAC-H- 0 4
,n.

NRR
OE Regional Offices | ') ] a ^''OSP RI' Resident Office ( '

-EWW "

fsb)Cl*-OIG Licer.see: i

(Roactor' Licensees) *

: Region I Form 83 ^ -

(Rev. April 1992)

.

.) -

:

.

!

:

!'
;-

,

,

l. ,


