ENCLOSURE

UNLTED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
NORTH ATLANT)’ ENERGY SERVICE CORPORATION
DOCKET NO, 50.%43
NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF [SSUINCE QOF AMENDMENT TO
EACILITY OPERATING LICENSE, PROPOSED NO SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS
CONSIDERATION DETERMINATION, AND OPPORTUNITTY FOR HEARING

The U.3. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (the Commission) is considering
1s2'ancs of an amendment to Facility Operatirg License No. NPF-86, issued to
the Noi “ Atlantic Energy Service Corporation (the iicensee), for operation of
the Seabrook Statiun located in Rockingham Ccunty, New Hampshire,

The proposed amendment would change the provisions of Seabrook Statior
Technical Specification Surveillanze Requirement 4.3.1.1 to delay the
performance of one aspect of the trip actuating device operational test
(TADCT) for the manual reactior trip function until no later than startup from
the f.rst plarned or unplanned shutdown, to MODE 3 or lower, occurring after
July 30, 1992. The licensee feels that it would be imprudent to conduct a
complex surveillance test procedure with its attendant trip potential while
operational. It is proposed to issue this amendment an an exigent basis under
10 CFR 50.91(a)(6). The proposed Technical Specification change eliminates
the need to initiate a piant shutdown to Mode 3 to perform the one aspect of
surveillance testing. The licensee plans to perform the entire surveillance
test during its next refueling outage now scheduled to begin in September,
1992.

The licensee's independent safety engineering group identified a

potential testing inadequacy for the reactar trip breakers and reactor trip
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Building, 2120 L Street, NW, Washinyton, D.C. 20555 and at the local public
document room located at the Exete- Public Library, 47 Front Street, Exeter,
ew Hampshire 03833,

If a request for a hearing or petition for leave to intervene is filed
oy the above date, the Commission or an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board,
designated by the Commission o by the Chairman of the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board Panel, will rule on the request and/or petition; and the
Secretary or the designated Atomic Safety and Licersing Board will icsue a
notice of hearing or an appropriate order,

As required by 10 CFR 2.714, a petition for leave to intervene shall set
forth with particularity the interest of the petitioner in the proceeding, and
how that interest may be affected by the results of the proceeding. The
petition should specifically explain the reasons why intervention should be
permitted with particular reference to the following factors: .) the nature
of the petitioner’s right under the Act to be made a party to the proceeding;
(2) th. nature and extent of the petitioner's property, financial, or other
intirest in the proceeding; and (3) the possible effect of any order which may
be entered in the proceeding on the petitioner's interest. The petition
should also identify the specific aspect(s) of the subject matter of the
proceeding as to which petitioner wishes to intervene. Any person wao has
filed a petition for leave to intervene or who has been admitied as a party
may amernd the petition without reguesting leave of the Board up to fifteen
(15) days prior to the first prehearing conference scheduled in tne
proceeding, but such an amended petition must satisfy the specificity

requirements described above.
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If the amendment is issued before the expiration of 30-days, the

Commission will make a final determination on the issue of no significant
hazards considerations. If a hearing is requested, the final determination
will serve to decide when the hearing 15 held.

If the final determination is that the amendment request involves no
significant hazards considerations, the Commission may issue the amendment and
make it immediately effactive, notwithstanding the request four a hearing. Any
hearing held would take place after issuance of the amendment.

If the final detormination is that the amendment reguest involves a
significant hazards considerations, any hearing held would take place before
the issuance of any amendment.

Normally, the Commission will not issue the amendment until the
expiration of the 15-day notice period. However, should circumstances change
during the notice period, such that failure to act in a timely way would
result, for example, in derating or shutdowr of the facility, the Commission
may issue th2 license amendment before the expiration of the 15-day notice
period, provided that its final determination is that the amendment invnlves
no significant hazards considerations. The final determination will consider
all public and State comments received. Should the Commission take this
action, it will publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER a notice of issuance. T[he
Commission expects that the need to take this action will occur very
infrequently.

A request for a hearing or a petition for le e to intervene must be
filed with the Secretary of the Commission, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555, Attention: Docketing and Service Branch,



or may be delivered to the Commission’s Public Document Room, the Gelman
Building, 21.0 L Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20555, by the above date.
Where petitions are filed during the last ten (10) days of the notice period,
it is requested that the petitioner promp.iy so inform the Commission by a
toll-free telephone call to Western Union at 1-(800) 325-6000 (in Missouri
1-(800) 342-6700). The Western Union operator should he given Datagram
Identification Number N1023 and the following message addressed to Victor
Nerses: petitioner's name and telephone number; date petition was mailed;
plant name; and publication date and page number of this FEDERAL REGISTER
notice. A copy of the petition should also be sent to the Office of the
General Counsel, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20558,
and to Thomas Dignan, Esquire, Ropes & Gray, One International Place, Boston,
Massachusetts 02110-2624, attorney for v.e licensee.

Nontimely filings of petitions fer leave to intervene, amended
petitions, surplemental petitions ani/or requests for hearing will not be
entertained absent a determination by the Commission, the presiding officer or
the presiding Atomic 3afety and Licensing Board that the petition and/or
request shculd be granted based upon a balancing of the factors specified in
10 CFR 2.714(a)(i)(1)=(v) and 2.714(d).

For further details with respect to this action, see the application for
amendment, dated July 30, 1992, as supplemented August 3, 1992, which is
available for public inspection at the Commissian’s Public Document Room, ihe
Gelman Building, 2120 L Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20555, and at the local
public document room, located at Exeter Public Library, 47 Front Street,

Exeter, New Hampshire 03833,



Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 13th _ay of August 1992.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

o & Eadand

Gordon Edison, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate 1-3

Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation



