
f .

.
.

- * gspig gr"Wmy! m F ~::m ' "~"n;;R T*r ve" v" "McM . Jwm
- -

r " " ~ 't*~ " 5 ? ?"' "". ew)M|;"; Na.. c.m1LA.a6.& M .mi.a & .w c../dtwalA&u.cc4Ju. . .

Omcha Public Power District
P.O. Box 399 Hvy 75- North of f t Calhoun Fort Calhoun. NE 680234399

402/63G2000

August 21, 1992
LIC-92-257L

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn Document Control Desk
Mail Station P1-137
Washington, DC 20555

Reference: Docket No. 50-285

Gentlemen:

Subject: Licensee Event Report 92-02b for the Fort Calhoun Station

Please find attached Licensee Event Report 92-025 dated August 21, 1992. This
report is being submitted pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv). If you should
have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

$(/. 5 haA%
W. G. Gates
Division Manager
Nuclear Operations

WGG/lah

Attachment

c: J. L. Milhoan, NRC Regional Administrator, Region IV
S. D. Bloom, Acting NRC Project Manager
R. P. Mullikin, NRC Senior Resident Inspector
INPO Records Center
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Inadvertent Manual Start of Emergency Diesel Generator at the Local Control Panel
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On July 23,1992 at 1400, Emerew * ''eml Generator DG 2 was started (to idle speed)
when an operator performing a : ve4 hnce Test inadvertently pushed the normal start
button instead of the alarm <-nowlcage button.

IM Jgnificance of this event is minimal based on the fact that Diesel Generator DG-1
was operable and in emergency stcndby mode, ready to supply power had the need arisen.

J Additio ully, DG-2 could have been manual 13 brought up to rated speed and voltage, and
1 til ra supply power.

n e-trimary cause of this incident was determined to be lack of self-checking to ensure
an intended action was corrett.

r r+ e actions will includa reemphasizing the importance of self-checking with
apr .!ons personnel and an evaluation of the human factors considerations for the DG-1
and R c local tantrol panels.
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The Fort Calhoun Station (FCS) Emergency Diesel Generators (DG-1 and DG-2) are designed
to furnish a reliable source of 4160V AC power for safe plant shutdown and operation of
Engineered Safeguards when the normal sources of off-site power are lost. The diesel
generators are normally aligned in a standby mode, ready to automatically start, come up
to rated speed and voltapt and energize their respective Engineered Safeguards bus when
required.

-On July 23, 1992, FCS was in Mode 1 (Power Operation), operating at 29% power and holding
for a boric acid soak of the steam generators and to ensure primary and secondary
chemistry were within specification prior to increasing power. At approximately 1300, a
job briefing was held between the two operators who were to perform Surveillance Test
Procedure OP-ST-ESF-0010, " Channel 'B' Safety injection, Containment Spray and
Recirculation Actuation Signal Test." During the initial line-up for performing the
test, DG 1 is taken from emergency standby mode to local control mode with
e gine/%r n.Tr Selector Suitch 143/SS, at the DG-2 local control panel, to prevent ann;

I outo-st e * 'G-2. Both operators had successfully performed the test in the past,
howeye ,t* ,erator eent to isolate DG-2 had not performed the test in over a year.

At 140L W 143/SS for DG-2 was taken from emergency standby mode tc local control
mode whhr rus.Its in an expected alarm. The operator performing the task, intending to
push the ti v , acknowledge button, inadvertently pushed the normal start button at the
local panel instead. This resulted in an inadvertent start of DG-2 to idle speed
(500 rpm). The operator immediately notified the Control Room of his action, the start
was verified to be inadvertent, and DG-2 was shutdown from the local panel at 1405.

A four-hour non-emergency notification was made to the NRC on July 23, 1992 at 1429,
pursuant to 10 CFR 50.72(b)(2)(ii). This report is being submitted pursuant to
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(iv).

The significance of this event is minimal based on the fact that DG-1 was operable and in
| emergency stadby mode, ready to supply power had the need arisen. FCS is capable of
| achieving and mr'ntaining a safe shutiown condition with one Emergency Diesel Generator.

Additionally, DL 2 could have been manually brought up to rated speed (900 rpm) and,

| voltage, and loaded to supply power.

The primary cause of this incident wat determined to be lack of self-checking to ensure
| an intended action was correct. When the operator turned the Switch 143/SS key from

emergency standby mode to local control mode, he was at eye level with the annunciator
l norn. Although the operator expected the annunciator and horn, he was startled by the

norn and inadvertently pushed the normal start button instead of the alarm acknowledge
| button.

~

A lack of hun'an factors consideration in the design layout of the local diesel generator
control panel may have contributed to this event. Switch 143/SS is located between the
normal start and emergency start buttons. The alarm acknowledge button is about eleven
inches from Switch 143/SS.
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The fellowing corrective actions will be comp'.eted:

1) The Operations Supervisor has discussed the importance of self-checking with
the operator. Self-checking will be reemphasized with other operations
personnel during the next operator training cycle, a be completed by
November 15, 1992.

2) An evaluation of the human factors considerations for the local control
panels for DG-1 and DG-2 will be performed by November 1, 1992.

Licensee Event Reports 88-007, 88-014, 88-024, 88-026, 90-006, 90-010, 90-012, 90-019,
91-012 and 91-013 discuss previous events involving inadvertent diesel generator starts.
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