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November 13, 1984

Docket No. 50-298 OISTRIBUTION
[1DocketF.11em NRC PDR

Mr. J. M. Pilant, Technical Local PDR ORB #2 Rdg
Staff Manager DEisenhut 0 ELD

Nuclear Power Group SNorris ESylvester
Nebraska Public Power District ELJordan PMcKee
Post Office Box 499 JPartlow ACRS (10)
Co?umbus, Nebraska 68601 Gray File

Dear Mr. Pilant:

SUBJECT: NUREG-0737, ITEM II.K.3.16

Re: Cooper Nuclear Station

As a result of the TMI-2 accident, it was concluded that in a boiling water
reactor (BUR), failure of a safety / relief valve (SRV) to close would be the

: most likely cause of a small-break Loss-of-Coolant Accident (LOCA). At the
time, the operating history of SRVs had been poor, resulting in a relatively
high failure rate per challenge.

' NUREG-0737, Ittm II.K.3.16 required BWR licensees and BWR operating license
applicants to investigate the feasibility of a number of actions and,

modifications to reduce challenges to SRVs. The objective of the task was
to effect sufficient changes so as to substantially reduce challenges to
SRVs by an order of magnitude. This evaluation was performed by the BWR
Owners Group (BWROG-8134).

By letter dated April 3,1984, we sent you our generic Safety Evaluation
(SE) of the BWR Owners Group study, endorsing three specific modifications
along with an effective preventative maintenance program. Our letter
requested that you advise us of what actions you have taken or propose.to

,

take to reduce challenges and failures of SRVs in your facility. You
responded by letter dated May 29, 1984.

We have reviewed your response and conclude that, in total, the actions you
have taken or have committed to take will achieve the objective of
NUREG-0737, Item II.K.3.16. Therefore, we consider this task resolved for
the Cooper Nuclear Station.

Sincerely,

Original signed by/

Domenic B. Vassallo, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #2
Division of Licend ng

cc: See next page
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Mr. J. M. Pilant
Nebraska Public Power District
Cooper Nuclear Station

cc:

Mr. G. D. Watson, General Counsel John T. Collins
Nebraska Public Power District Regional Administrator
Post Office Box 499 Region IV Office

,

Columbus, Nebraska 68601 U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Rycn Plaza Drive, Suite 1000

Mr. Arthur C. Gehr, Attorney Arlington, Texas 76011
Snell & Wilmer

.

3100 Valley Center H. Ellis Simmons, Director
Phoenix, Arizona 85073 . Di/ision of. Radiological Health

Department of Health
Cooper Nuclear Station 301 Centennial Mall, South
ATTN: Mr. Paul Thomason, Disision Post Office Box 95007

'

Manager of Nuclear Operations Lincoln, Nebraska 68509
Post Office Box 98
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Director
Nebraska Dept. of Enviror. mental Control

.

Post Office Box 94877
State House Station
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509

Mr. William Siebert, Commissioner
Nemaha County Board of Commissioners
Nemaha County Courthouse
Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Mr. Dennis DuBois
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Resident Inspector
Post Office Box 218
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency

Region VII Office
Regional Radiation Representative
324 East lith Street
Kansas City, Missouri 64106
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