


11. EVALUVAIION OF RELIEF REQUEST

Code Requirement

The piping was designed and constructed to ANSI o31.1, 1967 Edition with the
minimum pipe thickness beinj calculated per subparagraph 104.1. Fov
inspection purposes, the piping was later rlassified ASME Code, Section XI,
Class 3. Section XI of the Code requires that flaws in excess of code
acceptance limits be repaired to restore structural integrity of piping.

Code Relief Request

Temoorary relief is requested f om the Code requireme:t to repair flaws
detected in Code Class 3 piping during plant operation.

Basis for Relief

In order to perform the necessary Code repairs, bolh units need to be removed
from operation. Train A supply header serves Unit 1 and Uait 2 safeguards
components. Train B supply header also serves Unit 1 and Unit 2 safeguards
components. A Technical Specificating (TS) Limiting Condition for Operation
(LCO) allowed out-of-service time of 72 tours is to be in effect if either
header is removed from service. A work plan has been outlined to determine if
the scope of the Code repair could reasonably be completed within the allowed
out-of-service time. Prairie Island’s staff concluded that there was not
adequate time to perform the Code repair within the allowed out-of-service
time period.

Since :he T1S’s out-of-service time wouid be exceeded, Code repair requirements
are impractical unless both Units 1 and 2 are shut down.

Proposed Alternative

The licensee proposed to utilize the guidance in Generic Letter 90-05 to
perform the Non-code repair.

uat i lusions

The staff has determined that Code repair requirements in this case are
impractic2] as defined in Generic Letter 90-C5 since the flaw detected during
operation is in Class 3 pip‘'g that cannot be isolated to complete the code
repair within the time perm..ted b, the LCO. Furthermore, the licensee has
committed to the guidance provided in Generic Letter 90-05 which will
reasonably assure structural integrity and protect public health and safety.
Giving due consideration to the burden upon the licensee and facility that
cr.1d result if the Code requirements were imposed on the facility, the staff
concludes that granting relief where Code requirements are impractical and
imposing alternative requirements are authorized by law and will not endanger
1ife or property or the common defense and security and are otherwise in the
public interest. Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(i) and consistent with the
guidance in Generic Letter 90-05, relief is granted until the next two-unit
outage which is scheduled for Fall 1992. By the end of the outage, the
subject piping shall be repaired according to Code.
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