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AUG 121902

Docket No. S0-458
License No. NPF-47

Gulf Stt.tes Utilities
;c ATTN: James C. Deddens

Senior Vice President (kBNG)
P.O. Box 220
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Gentlemen:

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 50-458/92-13

Thank you for your letter. of July 9,1992, in response to our letter and

attached Notice of Violation both dated June 9, 1992. We have reviewed your

reply and find it responsive to the concerns raised in our Notice of

Violation. We will review the Nplementation of your corrective actions

during a future inspection-to determine whether full compliance has been

achieved and will be maintained.

Sincerely,

i

n unC,

Bill Beach, Director
Division of Reactor Projects

cc:
Gulf States Utilities
ATTN: J. E. Booker, Manager-

Nuclear Industry Relations
P.O. Box 2951

. Beaumont, Texas 77704

' Winston & Strawn
.ATIN: Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esq.
1401 L-Street, N.W.

.. ashington, D.C. 20005-3502W
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Gulf States Utilities -2-

Gulf States Utilities
ATTN:' Les England, Director

Nuclear Licensing
P.O. Box 220
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Mr. J. David McNeill, Ill
William G. Davis, Esq.
Department of Justice
Attorney General's Office
P.O. Box 94095
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9095

H. Anne Plettinger
3456 Villa Rose Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

President of West'Feliciana
Police Jury
P.O. Box 1921
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775:

Cajun Electric Power Coop. Inc.
ATTN: Philip G. Harris
10719. Airline Highway
P.O. Box 15540
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895

Hall. Bohlinger, Administrator
Radiation Protection Division
P.O. Box 82135
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70884-2135
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Gulf States Utilities -3- i

_DMB _0riginal~(IE06)~

bec w/ copy of' licensee' letter:
J. L.- Milhoan, RA
L. J. Callan, DRSS
J. P. Jaudon, DRSS
B. Murray, FIPS
R. E. Baer, FIPS
Resident Inspector - River Bend
P. Harrell, Section Chief, DRP/C
Lisa Shea, RM/ALF (MS 4503)
FIPS File
RIV File
DRr

E. k:. N iect Engineer, DRP/C
"e tS
.t Q

,
,

i Inspector - Fort Calhoun'

' Inspector - Cooper- ),
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- Gulf States Utilities -3-

DMB - Original (IE06)

bec w/ copy of licensee' letter:
'J. L. Milhoan, RA
L. J. Callan, DRSS
J. P.-Jaudon, DRSS
B. Murray, FIPS
R. E. Baer, FIPS
Resident Inspector - River Bend
P. Harrell, Section Chief, DRP/C
lisa Shea, RM/ALF (MS 4503)
FIPS File
.RIV File
DRP'
E. Collins,: Project Engineer, DRP/C
DRS
MIS System-
RSTS' Operator
Senior. Resident inspector - Fort Calhoun
Senior Resident' Inspector - Cooper

o

RIV:FIPS.,4 C:FIPS 'M EfDRSS D:dP
REBaer:nh BMurray ( tMtkJCallan A& Belch

I/3|/92. q /sl/92. k /'k/92 8/6/92
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G ULF STATES UTILITIES COMPANY A

.;-. . . , -s, s n., e se m m, s m. .ws

m em su os m.i m *s ,

[OvIJuly 9, 1992 \
RBG- 37144
File Nos. G9.5, G15.4.1

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region IV - Regional Administrator
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

Gentlemen:

River Bend Station - Unit I
__ pocket No. 50-458/92-11_.

Pursuant to 10CFR2.201, this letter pmvides Gulf States Utilities Company's
(GSU) response to the Notice of Violation for NRC Inspection Report Item No.
50-458/9213-01. The inspection was conducted by Messrs. R.E. Baer and A.D.
Gains on April 27, through May 1,1992 of activities authorized by NRC
Opemting License NPF-47 for River Bend Station Unit 1 (RBS). GSU's reply
to the violation is provided in the attachment.

Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. L.A. England at (504) 381-
4145.

Sincerely,

/ ? W
/

J.C. Deddent
Sr. Vice President-

River Bend Nuclear Group

h h4 0 </h' s'
Thy 0/LAE/PDG/EMCfJHM/kvm

'

Attachment

cc: U.S. Nt' clear Regulatory Commission
q[Document Control Desk

Washington, D.C. 20555 h
NRC Resident Inspector
P.O. Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775 ~hb

__ . - _ - -
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

'8 TATE OF LOUISIANA )

PARISH:OF WEST FELICIANA )
Docket No. 50-458

In the' Matter of. )-

_ GULF _ STATES UTILITIES COMPANY )

(River Bend Station - Unit 1)

AFFIDAVIT

J.'C. Deddens, being duly-sworn, states that he is a Senior-

-Vice~ President of Gulf-. States Utilities -Company; that he - is
authorized on the-part_of said company to sign and file with-the
Nuclear Regulatory; Commission the documents attached hereto; and
that all-such documents are true and correct to.the best of his
- knowledge, information and belief .

^ f /s hv
J. W."Deddens

Subscribed and sworn to_before me,-a Notary Public in and for
the State and Parish above -named,- 'this 40- _ ' day. of

Ciutm 19 h . My Commission expires with Life.,
-

y. -g

CAc & J./4vwt
Claudia = F'. Hurst
Notary Public in and for
West Feliciana Fe.rish, Louisiana

.\
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ATTACIL%IENT

REPLY TO NOTICE OF VIOLATION 50-458/9213-01
LEVEL IV

HEEERENCE

Notice of Violation - Letter from A.B. Beach to J.C. Deddens datewune 9,1992
and Licensee Event Report 92-002 - Letter from W.H. Odell to NRC dated June
1,1992

VIOLATION

Technical Specification 6.12.1 states, in pan, that personnel allowed access to
radiation areas greater than 1000 millirem per hour (i.e., very high radiation
an:as) shall have a continuously indicating radiation dose rate device or a
continuously integrating radiation dose device or be under positive control by an
individual qualified in radiation protection procedures with a radiation dose rate
monitoring device.

Contrary to the above, on Apsil 30, 1992, the licensee observed by television
monitor an individual inside a posted very high radiation area without a
continuously indicating radiation dose rate device or a continuously integrating
radiation dose device or positive control by an individual qualified in radiation
protection procedures with a radiation dose rate monitoring device.

REASON FOR TIIE VIOLATION

On April _ .30, 1992 at approximately 0315 a Westinghouse chemical
decontamination employee was found within the boundary of a posted very high
radiation area without appropriate monitoring devices or administrative controls.
This is a violation of River Bend Station Technical Specification 6.12.1. The
root cause of this violation of the requirements for entry into a very high radiation
area-was personnel error on the part of both the Westinghouse employee who
entered the area and the Radiation Protection lead technician who allowed the
entry to occur. More extensive details of this event are provided in Licensee
Event Report 92-00'2 which was submitted to the NRC June 1,1992.

Prior to this incident- the Westinghouse employee had ampleted Genera;
Employee Tmining II which emphasizes ve y high radiation area entry
requirements and had signed a statement that he N read, understood, and agreed
to comply with the requirements of Radiatic : Work Permit 92-4024. This

- radiation work permit was appropriate for the work he was to perform at the time
of this incident, and it stated that an alarming dosimeter and/or dose rate
instrument and a stay time were required for entry into very high radiation areas.
On the morning of April 30, 1992, after telling the Radiation Protection lead
technician that his work did not require entry into a very high radiation area, the <

- Westinghouse employee entered a properly posted very high radiation area. This
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entry required passing a rope boundary, multiple flashing red lights, a self closing
- scaffold gate, very high radiation area posting signs and a fluorescent "stop" sign

- that stated "STOP TECII SPEC MONITORING REQUIRED BEYOND THIS
- POINT."

Just prior to this incident the Radiation Protection lead technician questioned the
Westinghouse employee to determine the location and extent of the work to be
performed. The Westinghouse employee stated that he did not require access to
a very high radiation area but he requested that the tie wrap securing the very

_

;high radiation area entrance be cut. - Tie wraps are installed on very high
radiation area rope entrances in accordance with Radiation Protection Depanment

,

standing instmctions and function as locking devices. The Radiation Protection
'

lead technician directed another Radiation Protection technician to cut the tie wmp
at the _ Westinghouse employee's request. The Radiation Protection lead technician
did not realize that he was effectively unlocking a very high radiation area and -
was allowing access in violation of River Bend Station Technical Specifications.

The contract employee was conscience of the requirements not to go into a posted
very high md area without the required monitoring device or other administrative
controls. :He also knew where the actual high dosage areas were within the
posted boundary and _ intentionally avoided those areas. His self-reading pocket
dosimeter readings indicated he received zero mrem exposure. Regardless, TS
monitoring and stay time requirements are to be observed at the point of entry

1 irrespective of varying dose rates _within the posted area.

CORRECTIVE STEPS 'TAKEN AND RESULTS ACHIEVFA

Radiation Protection management reviewed RPP-0005, " Posting of Radiologically .
Controlled Areas", General Employee Training II, Radiation Protection Standing
Instruction 92-0009 and the corrective actions implemented as a result of LER 92-
0006. It was determined that the procedures and practices currently in place at
River Bend Station for control of access to very high radiation areas are adequate.
This incident does not appear to be a failure of the Radiation Protection program
but a failure of individuals to properly perform their assigned duties. Corrective
action will be taken at a personal level; The Westinghouse employee will receive
appropriate disciplinary action and will be required to retake and pass the River
Bend Station High Radiation Area /Very High Radiation' Area examination before
being allowed to reenter the radiologically controlled area. The Radiation
Protection lead technician received appropriate counseling.

LORRECTIVE STEPS WIHCH WILL BE TAKEN TO AVOID FURTHER
FINDINGS ~

Current procedures, General Employee Training, and policies concerning enty
into high radiation areas and very high radiation areas are adequate and effective.

' This incident resulted when two individuals, despite training and physical
'

barriers, failed to use good judgement. Situations such as this will be corrected
' by taking the measures necessary to correct the individual's attitude and job

. - - . . - - - -. --. . . -
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performance dericiencies.

DATE W1IEN FULL COMPLlANCE WILL BE ACIIIEVED

The Westinghouse employee has completed his retraining and disciplinary action.
The Radiation Protection lead technician received counseling on May 20,1992.
GSU is currently in full compliance with TS 6.12.1 and Radi; tion Protection
requirements.
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