PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-11[-84- 96 Date November 16, 1984

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
_public interest significance. The information is as initially received without veri-
fi‘on or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the staff on this date.

F ty: Commonwealth Edison Company Licensee Emergency Classification:
Byron Nuclear Power Station, Unit 1 Notification of an Unusual Event
Byron, IL 61010 Alert
Site Area Emergency
Docket Noc: 50-454 General Emergency

xx___Not Applicable
Suhject: ERROWEQUS NCWS REPORTS CF “LEAK" AT BYRON 1

Because of a nuclea instrumentation problem at Byron Unit 1, some 1500 cons.ruction
workers were sent home on November 16, 1984, in an effort to eliminate potential sources
of electrical "/ jise". Area news media apparently learned of this and misunderstood the
situation. Some news re~orts were broadcast about a "leak" at the Byron site; other
news reports, however, have correctly described the situation.

The Tlicensee has been unable to complete fuel loading for Unit 1 because of excessive
electrica’ "noise" in a portion of the nuclear instrumentation (source range monitor)
used to monitor the reactor core during fuel loading. [n an effort to reduce electrical
interference from ongoi 1 work on both Units 1 and 2, the licensee dismissed the night
shift consiruction workers and sent the day shift workars home when they reported for
work. Virtually all non-essential wurk has been stopped on the two units until “le
electrical interference problem can be corrected.

uel Toading began November 2, 1984, and only 8 of the 192 fuel assembiies remain to be
laced in the cure. The licensee piiens to complete fu.l loadina on November 16 if the
nterference problem is resolved.

The resident inspector is on-site, mo~itoring 1icensee fuel loading activities.

The 1icentoe and Region IIl (Chicago) have responded to news media inquiries in an
effort to correct the misinformation.

The State of [11inois will be notified.

Region I.1 was informed of the erroneous news reports at 9 a.m., November 16, 1984,
This information is current as of that time.
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