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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-11I-84- 96 Date November 16, 1984

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or '
public interest significance. The information is as initially received without veri-
fi* ion or evaluation, and is basically all that is known by the staff on this date.
I \

FL. ity: Commonwealth Edison Company Licensee-Emergency Classification:
Byron Nuclear Power Station, Unit 1 Notification of an Unusual Event
Byron, IL 61010 Alert

Site Area Emergency
Docket No: 50-454 General Emergency

xx Not Applicable

Subject: ERR 0itE0VS HEWS REPORTS CF " LEAK" AT BYRON 1

B:cause of a nuclear instrumentation problem at Byron Unit 1, some 1500 construction
workers were sent home on November 16, 1984, in an effort to eliminate potential sources
of electrical "roise". Area news media apparently learned of this and misunderstood the
situation. Some news reports were broadcast about a " leak" at the Byron site; other
news reports, however, have correctly described the situation.

The licensee has been unable to complete fuel loading for Unit 1 because of excessive
electrical " noise" in a portion of the nuclear instrumentation (source range monitor)
used to monitor the reactor core during fuel loading. In an effort to reduce electrical
interference from ongoinq work on both Units 1 and 2, the licensee dismissed the night
shift conttruction workers and sent the day shift workers home when they reported for
work. Virtually all non-essential work has been stopped on the two units until the
electrical interference problem can be corrected.~

Cuel loading began November 2,1984, and only 8 of the 193 fuel assemblies remain to be
f ; laced in the core. The licensee p'.cas to complete feel loading on November 16 if the
binterference problem is resolved.

The resident inspector is on-site, monitoring licensee fuel loading activities.
.

The licenwe and Region III (Chicago) have responded to news media inquiries in an
effort to correct the misinfonnation.

The State of Illinois will be notified.

Region Ill was informed of the erroneous news reports at 9 a.m., November 16, 1984.
This information is current as of that time.

M %D
CONTACT: J. Strasma J. Streeter

FTS 388-EM1 FTS 388-5184

8411260281 841116
PDR I&E
PNO-III-84-096 PDR

DISTRIBUTION:
H. St.WCO MN0Bjo ?f Phillips10 2G E/W |(T.14 Willste10MChairman Palladino E00 GRR IE NMSS
Comm. Roberts PA OIA RES
Comm. Asselstine MPA AE0D -

r- 1. Bernthal ELD Air Rights }O 6% MAIL: ff/ffI \ SP INP0lOil ADM:DMBC /. Zech MACE'QCt 00T: Trans Only 01
.

i
ACRS
CA Applicable Resident Site \(1.LQ
PDR Regions Ito N),11104% IVlu %, ViO M Licensee (Corporate Office)Vy.Af

_ .- __ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ - . _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _Rev. 07/06/84


