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August 7, 1992
ST-HL-AE-4171
File No.: G26
10CFR50.73

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

South Texas Project
Unit 1

Docket No. STN 50-498
Licensee Event Report 92-007

Unplanned ESF-Actuation of the
Fuel Handlino Buildina IWAC System

Pursuant . to 10CFR50.73, Houston Lighting & Power (HL&P)
sabmits the attached Licensee Event. Report 92-007 regarding an
unplanned Engineered Safety Feature (ESP) actuation of the-Fuel

-Handling Building Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
system. This event did not have adverse impact on the health and
safety of the public.

If you should have any questions on this matter, please
contact Mr, C . . A . Aya lc. at (512) 972-8628 or me at (512) 972-7205. s

.

William J. Jump C
General Manager,
Nuclear Licensing

JMPfag

Attachment: LER 92-007 (South Texas, Unit 1)
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Houston Lighting & Power Company ST-HL-AE-4171
South Texas Project Electric Generating Station rile No.: G26
'

Page 2
cc:

Regional Administrator, Region IV Rufus S._ Scott
Nuclear Regulatory Commission Associate General Counsel
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 Hcuston Lighting & Power Company
Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 61867

Houston, TX 77208
George Dick, Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission INPO
Washington, DC 20555 Records Center

1100 Circle 75 Parkway
J. I. Tapia Atlanta, GA 30339-3064
Senior. Resident Inspector
_/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie
Commission 50 Bellport Lane

P. O. Box-910 Bellport, NY 11713
Bay City, TX 77414

D. K. Lacker
J. :R. Newman, Esquire Bureau of Radiation Control
Newman & Holtzinger, P.C. Texas Department of Health
1615 L Street, N.W. 1100 West 49th Street
Washington, DC 20036 Austin, TX 78756-3189

D. E. Ward /T. M. Puckett
Central' Power and Light Company
P. O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403

J. C.- Lanier/M. B. Lee
City'of. Austin
Electric Utility Department
EP.O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767

K. J. Fiedler/M. T. Hardt
City Public Service Board
P. O. Box 1771.
San Antonio, TX 78296

Revised 10/11/91
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On; July'10, 1992, at approximately:0917 hours. Unit 1 was in Mode 1 at 95
-percent--power.- .An unplanned Engineered Safety Features (ESF) actuation--

>

l :occurredfduringsthe performance of the Spent-Fuel' Pool Exhaust-Monitor -

~ urveillance. test.- Instrumentation'-and Control- -(I&C) Technicians were-s
c performing'the surveillance test as required by Technical Specifications.
An - erroneous value was entered: intm the RM-23A module.. With the

L Jerroneous value'being present when the conversion factor was subsequently
L? qentered, the DRM-23A limmediately L processed ' the data and prematurely

b factuated the: Fuel: Handling, Building isolation equipment. The cause-of
? . theLeventTis attributed to lack of attention'to detail and not using
h { effective.)fself-verification- methods. Corrective actions included

restarting- the surveillance test without further incident, and' providi7g,_

L the Etechnician- involved with a written reminder under the STPEGS
F- Constructive Discipline Program. -HL&P will also~ perform an evaluation
'~

- t o - d e t e r m i n e -- w h i c h procedures need to be - . revised to - ensure a dual
> verification-is performed-for those actions where incorrect data entrys

errors {cculd causeLESF actuations.
j :'
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# ' DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:

| On July >;-10, 1992 at_approximately.0917 hours, Unit 1 was in Mode
1 at ' 95' percent power. : An' unplanned Engineered Safety-Features
(ESP) . actuation occurred _during the performance of surveillance

- test on the - Spent - Fuel Pool- Exhaust Monitor, - RT-8036. The
erroneous value.of 1.52E-3 was entered into the RM-23A module. The
value'that:should have been entered was 1.52E+3. The difference
between the "+" :(plus) and " " (minus) was not detected.at-that
time.' The second procedural step following the erroneous entry was
the-entry of a conversion factor. When the conversion factor _.was

- entered,e the RM- 23A module procened_ the information and 3nitiated
.an; actuation of Fuel Handling Building (FHB) Heating, Ventilating,
and 1 Air Conditioning (HVAC) : System isolation equipment.- This
caused the ESF actuation Eto - occur prior L o the planned ESFt
actuation. ControlnRoom Operators acknowledged the ESF actuation :

'as an" unplanned. event and. halted performance of the surveillance
test. The FHB? equipment ~was then reset to conditions' required for
_the surveillance test to continue. The surveillance test was then
_ continued {:and completed without further= incident. All ESF-
equipment f actuated 'as_ ~ designed. The . -NRC- was - notified of the

_

unplanned ESF actuation at approximately 1047 hours.

CAUSE'OF EVENT;._

The cause of the: vent =is attributed'to lack'of attention.to detail-

and E thei non-useL of effective self-verification methods.- The
individual-. involved had become-desensitized to the importance of
theltask_-due'to the repetitious-nature ofLperforming this routine

,

surveillance test.

~

rANALYSIS OF EVENT:

'The unplanned actuat' ion :of an Engineered Safety Feature ~ is
-reportable pursuant. -to ~ 10CFR50. 73 (a) (2) (iv) . All ESF equipment'
actuated as expected and'there was no threat to the safety of the-s

public:or.plantJporsonnel or equipment.
.
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CORRECTIVEDACTIONS:
'

J1.f The? surveillance test was. halted and~ equipment was reset to ;~
conditions prior to.the actuation. The surveillance test was -|l

restarted andicompleted without further incidence, j
<2. The' Technician = involved received a written reminder under the :)

; - |STPEGS7 Constructive Discipline Frogram.

,_ . 3. :HL&Pcwilli perform an evaluation to determine' which procedures ;
'

-

E need to.'be. revised to ensure a dual verification is performed
-

|for-thosecactions-whereLincorrect data entries could cause ESP '

, actuations . : -The -evaluation ~- will_ be- completed by'

- _
-October.f1,?1992 : Additional. corrective action will be developed- '

'as?necessary.

-ADDITIONAL'INFORMATION:~

w _
,

; Previous?eventsLinvolving ESF actuations that.have.been reported
iwithin1 the | lastithreetyears, .which were attributed to - lack of-

y

3 attention to detailHwere:

Joe (Unit /2fLERi 89 011; Inadvertent Safety Injection and Reactor Trip
_ System Actuation Due to parsonnellerror*

,

Lei . Unitil:;LER: 89E013 ; UnplannedL ESF Actuation of othe. Fuel ~ Handling
BuildingfHVAC.Dueito personnel'_errorL ,

s e :- Unit'' 11 LER 90-001; ESF - Actuation Due ' to Loss of ~ Power to a. *

-Radiation Monitor / Relay. ,

, < ,

^~ fe LUnit' 2[LER 90-010; Inadvertent. ESFT Actuation Due toJIncorrect
'

. Connection ofzTest. Equipment'
<g

e: ' Unit 27.LER- 90-014 ;' Inadvertent ESF Actuation ~ Due to Improper-Use- '

;of Te'st Equipment'

Je ~ Unit 116LER191-004; Partial Loss of Offsite-. Power . Actuation j
-

:During' Routine Maintenance:
'
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