





ENCLOSURE

OLANT HATCH - UNIT 2
NRC DOCKET 50-366
OPERATING LICENSE APF-5
CONTINUED USE OF TEMPORARY
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION AMENDMENT NO. 115
TRAVERSIN :

On 3September 13, 1991, Georgia Power Company requested a change to the Hatch
Unit. 2 Technical Specifications to allow power operation with only three
traniversing incore probe (TIP) machines in service instead of the normally
required four machines (Reference 1). Each TIP machine is used to periodically
determine the radial and axial power distributions in approximately one quarter
of the core and to calibrate the Loca® Power Range Monitors (LPRMs) in those TIP
Jocations when the process computer program OD-1 is run. As described in
Reference 1, accurate power distributions can be determined and adequate core
monitoring can be accomplished with orly three TIP machines provided the core is
operated in an octant symmetric manner and the total uncertainty associated with
the TIP machines is less than the 8.7% assumed in the calculation of the Minimum
Critical Power Ratio (MCPR) Safety Limit (Reference 2). When only three TIP
machines are available, TIP data from symmetric, operabie machines are used to
provide data for locations nrormally monitored by the inoperable machine.
Refcrence 1 contained techiical justification for the reyuested rhange based
upon the specific operating conditions up to that point in Cycle 10.
Specifically, the Cycle 10 core had been loaded symmetrically and operated with
octant symmetric "A" sequence rod patterns, and previous TIP traces provided
enough data to conclude that the total TIP uncertainty (using substitute TIP
traces for the inoperable “"C" TIP machine) was less then 8.7%. In our September
13, 1991 submittal, GPC committed to repair the inoperable “C" TIP machine at
the next forced outage or the next refueling outage, whichever came first,

In response to GPC's requesc, the IRC approved a change to the Hatch 2 Technical
Specificaticns for the remainder of Cycle 10 which allows the use of only thiree
TIP machines (Reference 3). During a forced outage in late Jantary 1992, the
inoperable indexing mechanism of the "C" 1IP machine was vrepaired and it was
returned to service., On July 23, 1992, Plant Hatch personnel determined that
another Hatch Unit 2 TIP machine {the "B" TIP machine) would not index properly,
apparently due to a problem in the indexing mechanism. In order for power
operatyon to continue at @ Tevel greater than 25% of rated, an 0D-1 must be
performed no later than August 9, 1992 to calibrate the LPRMs. Since it wil)
not be possible to use all four (IP machines to perform this operation without a
forced outage to repair th. "B" TIP machine, GPC will agyain be using substitute
TIP data from a symmetric, operable TIP machine for TIP traces of the inoperable
machine.

The purpose of this Tetter is to provide technical justification for performing
the remaining Cycle 10 core power distribution determinations and LPRM
calibrations (0D-1s) using only tree T'P machines. No Te~hnical Specifications
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