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Essentially, therefore, the only primary large-bore nozzles currently
scheduied for full volumetric examination in the near-term at VEGP-2 are the
reactor vessel outlet nozzles. Other small-bore nozzles (pressurizer spray,
etc.) are alse scheduled for examination in the first inspection period.

The detection of service-induced degradation is the fundamental basis for Code
examination requirements. Included in the Code are provisions for
representative sampling and hierarchical examination criteria; these
provisions vary with a component's overall contribution to plant safety.

Class 1 nozzle welds represent not only a structural discontinuity, but a
region of relativity high primary system stresses. Early detection of generic
scrvice-induced degradation in these areas is essential for the continued safe
operation of the plant. For these reasons, it is important for representative
examinations of Class 1 nozzle welds to be performed following initial plant
operating cycles.

3.0 CONCLUSION

The GPC proposed scheduling change for VEGP-2 reactor vessel nozzle
examinatior~ from the first period in the first interval to the third period
in the interval violates the premise of representative sampling for inservice
flaw detection during early plant life. The limited amount of inspections of
primary large-bore ncozzles proposed for VEGP-2 and the stated deferral of
dissimilar metal nozzle-to-safe-end we,us contribute to this evaluation. This
finding is not mitigated by the first period examinations scheduled to be
performed on VEGP-2 small-bore primary nozzle welds. Inservice operating and
environmental conditions may differ for large- and small-bore nozzles on
different primary system vessels. To consider them equivalent for examinaticn
purposes is not consistent with underlying Lode sampling philosophy.

As previously stated, GPC cited Code interpretation XI-1-86-74 as
Justification for the rescheduling of reactor vessel nozzle examinations.

This interpretation was not used as a basis for the staff's evaluation.
Furthermore, it is the staff's opinion that Code Interpretation XI-1-86-74,
and subsequent revisions to the Code in Paragraph IWB-2412, exist only to
clarify general completion percentage requirements listed in Table IWB-2412-1,
and not to imply that the examination extent or schedule for all Items in each
Category of Table IWB-2500-1 may be combined. This opinion is supported by
the abundance of detailed and specific requirements for separate Items, as
given in each Category of [WB-2500-1.

Based on the discussion above, the staff concludes that the GPC notice of
change in scheduling of VEGP-2 reactor vessel nozzle weld examinations from
the first to third period of the first 10-year interval is not acceptable and
should not be implemented.
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