


John J. Barton

The controls for this system are in the control room, adjacent to the north
wall. The staff, in evaluating the susceptibility of the control room (CR) to
damage by tornados, found that the north wall of the CR would be damaged if
struck directly by a utility pole of the type and size described in SRP
Section 3.5.1.4, "Missiles Generated by Natural Phenomena," during a cornado
strike with a wind velocity of 168 MPH. Such a strike could cause spalling of
the inner portions of the wall which could, in turn, damage the controls

for the proposed shutdown system; there is no potential for missile
penetration, The probability of such occurrence has not been evaluated.
However, the utility pole would have to hit the wall almost perpendicularly
and in the specific locale of the controls in order to preclude use of the
shutdown system. GPUN has an established procedure for shutting down using
normal shutdown methods in the event of a tornado watch or tornade warning,
thereby reaching shutdown before a tornado could strike the plant. GPUN also
has an established procedure for shutting the plant down, employing the system
described above (IC, torus and core spray pump) as needed.

In view of the foregoing, the staff con.iders that GPUN complies with the
intent of the criterion of SRP Section 2.2.3 and also, therefore, with the
intent of SRP Section 3.5.1.4, "Missiles Generated By Natural Phenomena," with
regard to safe shutdown in tne event of tornado missiles.

The staff finds therefore, that GPUN's plan for using the alternate system
discussed above for shutdown in the event of a tornado to be accepiable. The

staff considers item 10 of SEP Topic I11-2 and IPSAR Section 4.6.2 of SEP
Topic 111-4.A closed.

Sincerely,

Alexander W. Dromerick, Sr. Project Manager
Project Directorate -4

Division of Reactor Projects - 1/11

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: See next page
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