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Iowa Electric Light and l'ower Company

July 28, 1992
11G-91-3299

JOllN i, I R AN7, JR
m e.mm vuu.
Dt. Thenu s E . Murley, Director
Of tice of fluclear Reactor Regulation

tJuclear Regulatory CommissionU. c
.

Ist t n : Document Centrol Desk
Mail Station P1-137
Washington, DC 20555

Subject: Duane Arnold Energy Center
Docket 11 0 : 50-331
Op. License 110: DPR-49
Installati,n of Temporary Fire Detectars
in Response to !4RC Bulletin No. 92-01

Reference: 1) NRC Bulletin No. 92-01: Failure of
Thermo-Lag 335 Fire Barrier System
to Maintain Cabling in Wide Cable
Trays and Small Conduits Free from
Fire Damage, dated June 24, 1992

2) Letter, J, Franz, Jr. to T. Murley,
NG-92-3184, dated July 23, 1992

File: A-101a, P-72a

Dear Dr. Mulley:

Thin letter is to inform you of our intent to install temporary
file detectorn in two areas at the Duane Arnold Energy Center
(DAEC). These detectors will provide an alternate means of
compliance wit h the compensatory measures required in NRC
Dalletin No. 92-01 (Reference 1).

IlFC Bullet in No. 92-01 requeeted that compensatory measures for
inoperable fite barriers be taken for certain applications of the
Thermo-Lag 330 fire system. Two areas of the DAEC, the
Suppression Pool Room and the Residual Heat Removal (RHR) Valve
Room, require compensatory measures in the form of continuous
fire watches. To avoid excessive radiation doses and the
potential cont amination of fire watch personnel, cameras are
currently being used with remote video monitors. This allows
fire watch personnel to perform their watch in a clean, low-dose
area. Even so, there are personnel exposures that would not be
neceauary it fire detectors were installed 4 n the areas of
concern.

We have t heref ore decided to install a total of four fire
detectors, two in each area. These detectors will not provide
covetage for all parts of the rooms, but they will cover the
ateas which contain Thermo-Lag material in the configuistions
described in the r3ulletin. 1
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The temr.orary file detectorn are icnarat n type un:ske det ect ca n
idt.nt i cal to det ect orr al r eady installed in att m cont aining
s i f et / -) elat ed equipnient . The detect oro art being connected in
ne is wit h e< int inq <let e :t 0rs in adjacent areas of the Reactor
INilding uni sill im pm i 'd by the e:1 sting s y a tm' pc mr sunply
Tt i iny of t he n; det ect ;i t will be caduct ed ac part of the
nt u ttu 1 lutvei1lan e for the DAEC fire dete; tion ny3trm.

Tlpe ! r :fDpul a t y (le t e t 01. Wi11 [)foViClu a f ir. uric i a t 10n i n t- he con t l'Ol
room upon mens.ng ne:,ke in t lm arrra by cauning the existinq .__

deft ect i on :yc t em t.o a l a r m . Any ah ;rt circuit 2r break in the
det cet or :iieuit wi13 a1ao be annunciated in tho cent 2 ol room.
I'l ant ptweedui' will Im updated te in f o11r, opera t or r, o f the
additional ai mo o,vered prior to cunaidering the det ect ors
Opel al>l e .

Af t er t he ,e t emporaly det ectorn are inutal1ed, t he t wu continuoun
fite watcheu will be replaced by Imurly tire watches in
accordance <li t h t he DAEC Technical Fpeci'1 ations and our Pire
h of.ect ion Iroqiam. Thia wi11 reduce the iadi at iun e <posure to
pelJunnel and oliminat.e a :ran-haut intensive task while ensuring
adequate f ir e- det oc:t ion in t.he areas wher e potentially-degraded
The i ino- La q !2to hartier3 aro .i not alled . The D/if stalf W.11
cont inuo t o put nue a r esolut ion t o thG %Lalub Of ThelmO-b39
lurriera at DAE' as stated in referenc^ '! .

I f. any quoc t i(,n.; uhould arise, pleaue contact thir office.

Vety truly yours,
a
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Vice President, Muclear
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C Shitaki ( NEC -11RR )
A. I m r t- Davis (Region III)
URC Peaich,nt. Of1 ice
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