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Dear Dr. Murley:

This special report documents the '"'A'" Diesel Generator Non-Valid Failure
as required by Regulatory Guide 1.108, Section C.3.b, and Technical
Specification 4.8.1.1.3.

Regulatory Guide 1.108, Section C.3.b, requires reporting all diesel
generator unit failures, valid or invalid. At 1300 on September 26, 1984,
the '""A'"" Diesel Generator tripped approximately thirty (30) minutes into

a one (1) hour loaded run. The connecting rod high temperature alarn
annunciated at the time of the trip. Me hanical Maintenance investigated
the connecting rod high temperature condition under WA-S44784. Upper
crankcase door 5L was removed, which revealed the connecting rod bear-

ing high temperature detector vent valve tripped in the upward position.
The detector, an eutectic fusable rod, is mounted on the connecting rod,
and actuates a vent valve under high temperature conditions. Mechanical
Maintenance inspected the detector and found the fusable rod intact (not

wxtended), indicating this connecting rod bearing had not got hot enouah

elt the eutectic alloy. Therefore, the vent valve was tripped by

some other means. The connecting rod high temperature condition is by-

"

passed in the emergency mode, therefore a spurinus trip caused by the
connecting rod high temperature system wouid t be designated as a
valid failure. The most likely reason for the tripped vent valve is
not being properly seated on the detent. This would cause the valve to
be very sensitive to external forces (vibrations, oil splashing).

’

added to diesel aintenance procedures wherein crankcase
ved, to check for proper settina of the vent valve trip

replacing doors.
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There are five (5) diesel failures in the last one-hundred (100) starts.
The diesels are on a test interval of every three (3) days, per Regulatory
Guide 1.108, Section C.2.d.
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