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All Thermo-Lag fire bar-iers at RBS were declared inoperable on October 26,
1989, following an unsuccessful fire endurance test performed by GSU at
Southwest Research Institute.  Hourly firewatch patrols were immediately
established in compliance with the compensatory action required by Technical
Specification 3/4.7.7. These fire watch patrols have been in continuous operation
since October, 1989,

Upgrades to the existing Thermo-Lag barriers at RBS were tested; however, new
concerns raised by the NRC regarding ampacity derating and qualification of
initial fire resistance testing of Thermo-Lag have prevented implementation of
these upgrades. Currently, GSU ‘s participating in a NUMARC ad hoc
committee on Thermo-Lag. NUMARC is coordinating an industry program to
develop appropriate actions to restore fire barrier operability. This program wili
include establishment of a test database, development of guidance for applicability
of tests, development of generic installation guidance, and consideration and
coordination of additional testing as appropriate. The results of these efforts,
when completed will be applied to the Thermo-Lag installations withi., the scope
of Bulletin 92-01.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Mr,
L.L. Dietrich of my staff at (574, 381 4866.

Sincerely,

W.H. Odell
Manager - Oversight
River Bend Nuclear Group
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ce! U.S. Nucler . "ggulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

NRC Resident Inspector
P.O. Box 1051
St. Francisville, LA 70775
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