. . UNITED STATES Enclosure 2.

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20343

& y . JUN 19973

Babeock & Wilcox Company

ATTN: J. F. Mallay
Mansger, Licensing

P. 0. Box 1260

Lyachburg, Virginia 24505

Gentlemen:

his will acknowledge receipt of your report sumber BAW=-1403
transmitted with vour letter dated Aoril 30, 1973, and Revi- -
sion 1 thereto dated June 1973 transmitted with your letter
dated June 5, 1973, We have reviewed this report and note
that the various lots of 70XX and 80XX weld metal with undocu=
! , mented mechanical properties, have satisfactory chemiscry
documentation. ixperience has demonstrated that the tensile
and impact values of 80XX and 70XX materials rarely fail to
meet the ASTM minimum requirements. We have therefore con-
{ cluded that there is reasonable assurance that the mechanical
‘ , properties of these 70X% and 80XX materials will be vithin

acceptable tolerance. We also recoenize that to remove and
replace this raterial at this point in ti=e may prove to be
sore deleterious than the acceptance of the "as is" conditions.
On this basis we have concluded that those aajor components
{nvolved are acceptable for their intended service.

As you are avare, the lack of documented mechanical properties
for these lots of weld metals, is in nonconformance with the
ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code to which these components
wvere designed and fabricated. We understand that you intend
to pursue this matter further with the cognizant code
suthorities.

The implementation and effectiveness of your corrective
action to prevent recurrence vill be revieved and evaluated
during our continuing inspection program.

Your lettar of June 3, 1373, states that the wald racords
were complete for tue raactes Jasddid fANusuCLuled 9t VLot
N§S vendors. Yr. Sra‘nke of wvour etaff (~for=nd v hv taloe

plicie ON uliv ady 471040 tnat, curing the time perivu coverecd,
reactor viesels vare U2 amls poactap canleag gUrItT EOTe

ponents manufactured tor other ~85 vendors.
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Yaur cocnaratisa corzoradn; t'ls mattsr {s a~»>roclated.

Yauys Tuly,

R. H, Fngolken

Assistant Director for
Constrmction b Onerstion

Directorate of Regulatery
Operaticus
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