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EVENT DESCRIFTION

On June 24, 1992, the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) issued
NRC Bulletin 92-01, Failure of Thermo-Lag 330 Fire Barrier System To Maintain
Cabling in Wide Cable Trays and Small Conduits Free from Fire Damage. This
bulletin referred to tests which demonstrate the failure or Thermo-Lag 320
fire barrier systems to maintain cabling in wide cable trays and small
conduits free from fire damage. The Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant
has used this material to protect cables in both cable trays and conduits.

Six fire areas are affected. Prairie Island Nuclear Uenerating Plant has
applied our Technical Specification for inoperable Penetration Fire Barriers
(78.3.14.6.2.) for the appropriate interim compensatory measures.

CAUSE OF THE EVENT

This event was caused by the failure of certain configurations of Thermo-lag
330 Fire Barrier Systeus to adequately maintain cabling in wide cable trays
and small conduits from fire damage. This determinetion was made after review
of fire endurance tests performed by Texas Utilities Elect..r,

ANALYSIS OF THE EVENT

This event is reportable pursuant to 10 CFR Part 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) since
inoperability of cable tray and conduit {ire barriers is considered to be in
violation of Technical Specification 3.14.G.2.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Presently a Special Order has been implemented which directs the site's
compensatory acticns., These actions include a once per hour roving fire watch
covering the six affected fire areas. The Special Order also directs that, in
the event that the fire detection system in these areas is rendered or found
inoperable, a continuous fire watch will be established in that area. These
compensatory actions are consistent with the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating
Plant Technical Specifications for Penetration Fire Barriers (T7S.2.14.G.2).

Appropriate actions to restore fire barrier operability are being developed
through an industry program being coordinated by NUMARC. This program will
include establishment of a test database, development of guidance for
applicability of tests, development of generic installatioun guidance, and
consideration and coordination of addi:ional testing as appropriate. We will
apply the results of these efforts, when completed, te Thermo-Lap
installations within the scope of Bulletin 92-01.
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