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overnment

demands
waste sites
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ROCKVILLE, Md. (AP) — Th
Nuclear Regulatory Commissior
demanded speedier cleanup of &
severcly contaminated nuclea:
sites Weduesday, complaining tha
the effort had lagged for years.

Owners of the facilities, whieh
range (rom aging lardfills to parts
of (actories thal vnce produced nu-
clear materials, could face fines or
future license restrictions if they
don't comply. Most of the sites have
long been closed.

Separately, an Environmenta
Protection Agency study estimatec
there are more than 45.00¢
locations nationwide where there
orice were — or continue to be —
nuclear activities that may have
contaminated iand, buildings or
waler systems,

In must loeations, this contamin-
alion is probably at very low levels.
barely above background radi-
ation, but in other cases such as at
federal weapons [acilities it in-
volves highly radioactive wastes
and liquids, said officials who have
reviewed the EPA study.

The eight-month study, which is
lo be presented Thursday at a Sen-
ate hearing, represents the first at-
templ Lo assess radiation poliution
nationwide so that new standards
for cleanup may be developed.

"Among the sites are:

W Various nuclear fuels facili-
ties owned by such comr ~nies as
Kerr-McGee in Oklahoma and
Babcock & Wilcox in Pennsylvania.

B A lighting company factary
near” Bloomsburg, where fllaments

“once were made using tritium, a

radioactive gas, in the manufaclure
of “exit” signs.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion action focused on a relatively
small number of locations where
the radioaclive contamination
from past nuclear activities' has
been known for years. ‘
Robert Bernero, director of the
NRC's Office of Nuclezr Material
Safety and Safeguards, said the
sites do not pose &n immediate
health threal because they are not
open to Lhe public, but that they
represent . “a long-lerm environ-
mental hazard”, that needs fo be
cleaned up.




