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We recaeived on this date the trip report for Golder fAssoclates.
A few comments are 1n arder.

Golder believes that auestions ramain reqarding the definikion cf
a conceptual model. We found the NRC definition clear and
acceptable. What are Golder’'s guestions regarding what thev
refer to as an "appropriatz definition ot a conceptual model”.

Golder states on page 2 of their trip report "Williams and
Assnciates suggest that we collect data $irst and then ~estermine
14 it 135 needed.,” This statement 18 not quite accurate.
Williams and Associates feel that the development of a conceptual
madel aof the site requires a certain amount af site specific
data. These data enhance the knowlecge of the site so as to
allow the investigators to define further data neads. We do nat
suggest that DOE proceed to collect masses nof data at the sites
sriar to conducting any form of data review and evaluation. We
believe that we have made our point clear on this item 1N
previous discussions.,

We suggest that Golder revise their descriptive terminoloay 8
the attachment to their trip report. The particular terminologv
which should be changed refers to the "untlawed geologic systam"
and the further raeferences to "natural #¢laws” and "man=-made
flaws.” We feel that this terminology 1S inappropriate for
genlogic systems. A fault is part of normal geclegy and should
not he reftaerred to as a flaw. Bolder refers to man=-made flaws
such as boreholes and shaf#ts, However, the term 13 misleadingl A
nora appropriate *erm such as feature should be used. Borehol as
and shafts are man-made features or structures not flaws.,

We alsa obhiect to the terminology on the last page ot the Gol der
trip report. Bolder refers to "perfect” geologv. Consistent
hydrageolegic terminalogy consists of terms such as homagensnus
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and 1sotropic. We are dealing with groundwater flow svstams]
consequently hydrogecloqic terminology 13 most appropriate.
These terms are well accepted 1in hydrogeologv.

We wunderstand that the NRC intends to provide specific guidance
to Bolder with respect to the processes which would be evaluated.
fonsequently we do not choose to make any comments regardina the
arocesses listed on the last two pages ot Golder's trip report.

1é¢ wvou have any guestions, please do not hesitate to call. We
ragrer the delav in responding on BRaolder's trip reporti: however,
we just received the trip report.

Sincerely.

Wity

Berry W, Winter
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