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Sonorable Nunzio J. Palladino - .. -

Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Chairman: ..

.s

On September 14, 1983, the Subcommittee on Energy
Conservation and Power will hold a hearing on the subject of

'

financing the completion of power plants owned by the .

Washin.gton Public Power supply System (WPPSS). In particular,-

the hearing will examine the propcsed section 317 of E.P.. 3363,

as reported by the Senate Appropriations Committee. The .

'. earing v'ill be in Room 2322 cf the Rayburn Ecuse Office:
Building and will begin at 10:00 a.m.. We recuest that you or
your designee testify at the hearing.

While your detailed written statement for insertion in the
hearing record may be of any length you deem appropriate, it
should be double-spaced. You are also recuested to submit a cne -

page summary of your written statement. Please also submit your
responses to the attached questions along with your testimony.

.,
.

In accordance with Committee rules, witnesses scheduled to
testify should deliver a minimum of 25 copies of their written and
su mary statements to the Subcommittee office no later than 10:00
a.m. on Sepcember 9, 1983. Also please bring an additional 80u

copies of your statements to the hearing room by 9:30 a.m. on the

day of the hearing for distribution to Members of the
Subcommittee, the public and the press. Upon your arrival at the
hearing, please eive your testimony to the Subcomnittee clerk.
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.| ,, Questions for NRC

1. There has been considerable discussion about the
G'."..', feasibility of mothballing WPPSS #3.-

,e

pk(a) Please provide the activities required to mothball a
-

plant.

(b) What is the role of the NRC in the mothballing,
process? -

9
(c) What regulations govern? (9m 'fsg

(d) What problems are associated with mothballing plants?

. gQ (e) Are other plants either here or abroad currently
mothballed?

fy(f) Have any plants either here or abroad been '

\ mothballed, and then brought on line? -

2. Please describe the status of WPPSS ?2 with respect to
i,;:u licensing. Please also describe any problems currently

faced by the plant (structural def ects, etc.) ,

3. It has been stated that WPPSS i3 is "at least 75% -

comolete." Please exclain the meanine of "75% ccmplete."''
. .

C' " # ' . How'is this determines? What construction is still
required? How do such percentages generally relate ;c

'

costs?
-
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s' ' Honorable Nunzio J. Palladino
August 19, 1983'

,

Page 2
.

In order to facilitate questions, an oral presentation
- su=marizing your statement will be dispensed with and Members will
- be recognized immediately for questions. .

If you have any inquiries concerning your appearance before
t,ne subcormittee, please contact David Schooler or 5:uce Driver at '
the subcormittee office (202-226-2424).

Sincerely,
',[l'

*

g.e o ww: %
David Schooler
Chief Counsel ,

.'
DS:lc

Enclosure.
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' Senate Shelves Attemm
JL

-

To Rescue Power System.

.

By Hden Dewar-

amoumed to an indirect ted,eral h. w a. n u sun w,,w

The Senate yesterday shelved an
out that could ci#t,the U.S. Trea-
ury as much as 51 billion.

eff. - to help rescue the financially McClure denied the charge, say!:
tr blcd Washington Public Power that the proposal simply would es
Supply System in the Pacific North- pedite financing to compkte t.s,

vest as it moved toward a showdown power plants not involud in a rcter,

on Ethe controversial coal-leasing WPPSS bond defau!t and that h-
practices of interior Secretary Jame3 would pursue the plan.*

G1 Watt. Still pending before the Intni
Faced with fihbuster threate, pro- bi!! can he passed i< a p:op~al i

. pon:n's of a rescue plan for the de- Sen. Dale Bumpers ID-Ark.)
fault-plagued electrical power sy3- other Democrats to prohibit coal.

a n,

tem. known as -Whoopt after it, lea ing until a spe :i,! cemmi o -
abbreviation. WPPSS, agreci to lay reviews Watt's leasing practice 4 an.
the plan aside temporarily so that Congress can decide whether t.,

action could proceed on a $7.6 bil- allow resumption of lezasing
IMn Interior Department appropri. The House has approved such aa; ions bill.

moutorium, while the Sena'e re.
The bill had heer held up for two jected it,51 to 46.

months 1,. Sen. Howard M. Metzen- The House yesterday g'ittcd more.

baum (D. Ohio). who charged that a
than one-thi d of a Slo.w hillionWPPSS rider championed by Sen.
spending bill for the federal judiciary

James A. McClure (R Idaho), chair- system and the Commen:e. Justia
man of the Appropriations subcom. and State departments, and cent the
mittee with jurisd:ction over the bill, leftovers to the Senate,22i to 141
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Honorable Nunzio J. Palladino - ..-

Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
~Jashington, D. C. 205SS

' - Dear P.r. Chairman: .. .

.s

On September 14, 19E3, the Subecmmittee en Energy
Conservation and ?cwer will hold a hearing on the subject of4

-

financing the completion of power plants owned by the .

~4ashin.gton Public Power Supply System (WPPSS). In particular,
the hearing vill examine the proposed section 317 of S.R. 33e3,*

as reported by the Senate Appropriations Committee. The .

'. earing w'ill be in Econ 2322 ef the Rayburn House Office
Buildin.g and will begin at 10: 00 a. . . We recuest that you of

your designee testify at the hearine.
While your detailed written statement for insertion in the

hearing recc:6 may be of any length you deem app cpriate,'it
should be double-spaced. You are also recuested to submit a one
page summary of your written statement. Please also submit your

responses to the attached cuestions along with your testimony. .
.,.

.

In accordance with Committee rules, witnesses scheduled to
testify should deliver a minimum o~ 25 copies of their written and
summary statements to the Subecmmictee of fice no later than 10: 00
a.m. on September 9, 1923. Also please bring an additional 80u

copies of your statements to the hearing room by 9:30 a.m. on the

day of the hearing for distribution to Members of the
Subccamittee, the public and the press. Upon your arrival at the
hearing, please give your testimeny to the Subcommittee clerk.

.
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'Qt Honorable Nunzio J. Palladino
August 19, 1983 ,

Pcge 2

.

.

In order to facilitate questions, an oral presentation
su==arizing your statement will be dispensed with and !: embers will
b2 recognized immediately for cues-ions.

If you have any inquiries concerning your appearance before
the Subec mittee, please contact David Schooler or Bruce Driver at .
the Subect:nittee of fice (202-226-2424).

Sincerely,
'

!.

sao abe: %
David Schooler
Chief Counsel

:
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1 value:; prc: dies oppor'unitics for puhtic rc ice and ihcus. ..

- 2.sion of the trcets; asid co:.pletes cil =c:csury c ::iror.unentc1
^

' 3 cssessments of such scles.
\, -

.4 : Src. 317. In the manner descdbcd in the Senate ecm.
..

~ 5 :mittee report, the .4dminis:rc:or of the Ecnne:ille Power'Ad.

~~6 minis::ctior., in cidi:lon .to md:ing paym.ents frcm rcles fx-'" ,

. .
.

7 the cost of cons:ru::icn, .mcy er.ter ir.to c:::::::vd cgree. ' '
. . . . .

~ 8 ments ;.:.tu:nt to 1.is c::.'.oriy 1.: idc: 2:::i:ns ES:c(f),
'

9 *ESSf(c), ESEiCo) of tii'c 16, U.S.C. cni :h's Act, to p:y, or
A

c :::.: . ::.e 'reccrci b:se
.. ., .

10 secure ycy:nent of, ccs:s cm::. !cc.
.

~11 system resources cs defir.cd in sc:: ion $$c (3(y)(ps ej,:ifa
s.

12 title byycying st:ch costs direc!Iy to cn'cy,cr pric!* cnti:y cr .

' .

13 ' entities, the yd: .c.ry ch!igces of such entity or entilich, or
t

*,
.

.14 their 1:~.:.si.ss.
'

.

Passet' the House of Represen suver June 25, Io33.

.%ti:st:

53 . 31a. Tres;d:s c:r:.:in ren .: tit .s ;:a::t er. c: cir:: .: bran:h
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:c 0FFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS NEWS SUMMARY SEPTEMBER 6,1983k
i-

WASHINGTON--The Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff has proposed a $20,000 fine
against Consumers Power for letting an employee enter "in an unauthorized manner"
a guarded area of its Palisades nuclear power plant. A Consumers Power spokesman
said the utility will pay the fine. Wall Street Journal, 9/6.

WHITE PLAINS, NY--An early morning surprise test of communications part of the
emergency response plan for the Indian Point reactors was declared a success by
Westchester County Executive Andrew 0'Rourke. He said more " odd hour" drills will'

be held. New York Times, 9/4. I
l

The New York Times carried an article, 9/4, on the Atomic Safety and Licensing*

Appeal Board ordering a reopening of licensing hearings on Three Mile Island to
examine falsification of leak rate data before the 1979 accident.

.

Mark Potts of the Washington Post writes that the 1979 Three Mile Island accident
was a boon for the simulator business and the Link Simulation Systems division of
Singer to. Power-plant simulators account for about half the business of the
Silver Spring, MD, Link division, which a'so produces a variety of simulators for
the military. 9/5.

SEATTLE--A U.S. District Court judge has banned the use of the acronoym WPPSS from
his court. "I want the jury to hear only ' supply system,'"said the judge, who is
hearing pretrial proceedings on lawsuits stemming from Washington Public Power
Supply Systems' $2.25 billion default. Baltimore Sun, 9/4. ;
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