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C*Dr. Ivan Selin, Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North Building
i1555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Dr. Selin:

I am writing today to urge you to reconsider a reduction in the funding for the Nuclear
<

Regulatory Commission's state environmental surveillance / monitoring contracts. |

These contracts provide Texas, and a number of other states, with the Oscal resources
for independent radiological monitoring of NRC licensed nuclear power facilities. A |
reduction in the contract funding will jeoparize the ability to ensure that public health and the
environment are being protected, and that any radioactive releases are detected early so
immediate corrective action can be taken.

1

The Texas Department of Health (TDH) has performed environmental surveillance of
'

Texas' two nuclear power plants since 1983 under NRC contract. When the NRC expanded
the program in 1991, TDH added soil, air, water, Ash, and vegetative sampling and analysis

'

to its surveillance activities. The additional contract funds also enabled TDH to add a |

dedicated position to conduct prepare summary reports for the NRC and manage publication l
of an annual comprehensive report for public dissemination. |

The data in these reports show that most Texas sites and facilities that have an
elevated potential for release of radioactive contaminants operate safely with little or no
release to the environment. The radiation safety and environmental protection controls
mandated by state and federal agencies are successful. The public and the environment are
being adequately protected.

The cost to the NRC is minima! -- less than $1 million per year for all states. |

However, the current NRC proposal eliminates the states' function of obtaining and processing
environmental samples under the contracts, and . educes contract funding by 80 percent.
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A reduced contract will retard early detection of radioactive releases through the Texas
;

i

Department of Ifealth and its counterparts in other states. I urge you to reconsider the
decision to reduce funding for this program. I appreciate your assistance and look forward to
your response.

Sincerely,: -

Y.*/ ,

c
Kay Bailey Hutchison
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