UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20686-0001

September 28, 1995

The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
United States Senate
washington, D.C. 20510-4304

Dear Senator Hutchison:

I am responding to your letter of August 8, 1995, in which
you urged the Commission to reconsider a proposed reduction
in funding for the NRC’s State environmental surveillance and
monitoring program. As your letter describes, this program
has provi®ed funding to State authorities to conduct indepen-
dent surveillance of NRC-licensed nuclear facilities, the
costs of which must be recovered from NRC licensees; I am
gure you are aware that Agreement States are not NRC

licensees.

The NRC recognizes the high quality of the work performed by
State authorities and the excellent cooperation between State
and NRC officials. At the same time, however, we must, in a
time of decreasing resources, periodically reevaluate our
programs Lo ensure their cost-effectiveness.

At present, the NRC staff is carefully evaluating comments
received on the proposed reductions from Texas, 13 other
states, and the commercial nuclear industry. The agency has
as yet made no final decision on the future of the program.
We will be sure to inform you once a decision on the program

is made.

Sincerely,

Kenneth C. Rogers éi

Acting Chairman
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