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September 7, 1990

.

Mr. Lando Zech, Jr.
Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

! 1717 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20555

1 Dear Mr. Zech:
Becsuse of the desire of this office to be responsive to all

,

inquiries and communications, your consideration of the attached

is requested.

,

Your findings and views, in duplicate form, along with the
4 ,!

return of the enclosure, will be greatly appreciated. Please

direct your reply to the attention of Darlee Williams of my'

Washington office.

Thank you for your thoughtful attention.'

Sincerely,

s
,

4

Richard G. Luga
.
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Senator RLehsrd Lugar August 12,1990
U.S. Senate
?.fashington, D.C. 20510 -

*

Dear Sen ator Lugarr *

I an writing in reference to a colicy ado..ted by the Naclear Regulatory
,

Commission known as Below Regulatory Concer (BRC). My understanding of this
p licy is that the NRC dec'ided to set exposure levels below which it does not

wish to regulate in order to save ..oney on clean up and enakrle ic. ulators to focus
, on materials that pose anore significant risks to the public.

However, low-level waste does not mean low-risk waste. The NRC itself has
estimated that widespread deregulation of radioactive waste could result in
3.5 in 1,000 lifetime fatal ccncer risk, or coout one ccncer death for every
265 Americans exuosed. This is clearly unacceptable. ,,

'Ihe BRC policy will creats more problems tha' it solves. It will lecd to
un necesscrily increasing the publics exposure to dangerous levels of. radiacion,
con t,aminEtion ground unter and air su . . lies,and unden. tining star,ts' pl nc for

progrly h.mdling their solid :.nd radioactive wa.stes. I am asking you to co-
eponsor S. 2979, the naadiat, ion Trotection Act of 1990n recent1, introduced
by Sen. George Rotchell. This bill will overtun the BRC policy and help ..ut
us on the road to a cleaner and greener planet.

Sincerely Yours, \
*

,

'
l 'g'L.

ly.

Gary Kirves*

.
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Thomas A. Flynn

i

.

Hand Delivered .

\.

) 3/15/93 )
I'

I

. W6norable Richard Lugar
d U.S. Senate -

{
Washington DC 20510

Re: Nuclear Regulatory Commission'

1

' Dear Senator Lugar:
:

-

I am writing to you to ask for your assistance in a very important;

matter relating to one of Indiar.:.'s most valuable natural
;

resources; the Indiana Dunes on Lake Michigan. The NRC has refused
,

to require a full public hearing as required by their own rules.
There is a very severe lack of due process here As you know.

| Indiana receives a great deal of its wate.v supply from the lake.
1

,

.

The storage of highly radioactive nuclear waste 150 feet from the
shoreline on very fragile and ever changing sand dunes is quite
questionable. Moreover, the producer of this waste and the NRC
assert that this waste is to be stored in these casks only
temporarily. However, how can this be. They have opted to use I

casks that are not designed to be transported. |
t .

f We honestly have to ask the question why it is appropriate to
allow this storage without a full public hearing which would

i include an environmental impact study. If an accident happens the !
'

l damage to this valuable natural resource is irreversible. Twenty
years from now if this would occur the question will be asked; "on,

whose watch did this happen?"

'

When asking either the utility generating this waste or the NRC |

responsible for regulating this industry and assure our health and i
'

i safety they point the finger at Congress. Congress points back to
the NRC. It really is the classic example of inside the Beltway
Gridlock". Please ask the sensible questions to protect our

: - citizens.

cerely

| As A,

' Thomas A. 1 nni

President
Palisades Park Homeowners Assoc.

_ _ _ _ . _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ - _ _ _ _ - .
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I Statement for Public Meeting' .

'

Ion High Level Nuclear Waste Storage in ani

] Untested Concrete Cask System at
4

Palisades Nuclear Planti
,

! Feb. 23,1993
.

I

By Mary P. Sinclair, PhD.

l.
My name is Mary Sinclair. I am here as co-chair of a coalition

j of citizens' groups called Don't Waste Michigan, and as a long term
i member of the N;ttional Enegy Policy Committee of the Sierra Club.

f
a national environmental organization, with a combined

j membership of approximately .600,000 citizens.

|
We welcome this meeting as a forum for setting out a number

i of significant safety issues in regard to the proposed storage of high
! level nuclear waste in untested concrete cask systems. These casks I
i

will stand upright on a concrete pad approximately 150 yards from
|
i the shore of Lake Michigan at the Palisades nuclear plant site. We

' will demonstrate that these issues can only be addressed through a

public hearing conducted under the rules of the Administrative!

; Procedures Act.
! The Nuclear Regulatorf Commission (NRC) has stated that it
j

| will license these casks for storage only, and' they are explicit about
: the fact that thera is no provision for transpottation offsite. The

casks will weigh about 128 tons when loaded and they are not'

; transportable. (Letter from NRC, R. B. Samworth, Apr. 22, ''92, Letter
17, '92) (Ref.1&2) Given these facts, we can only! from WEPCO, Jar |.

| reach the conclusion that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is in
I the process of et tablishing a permanent high level nuclear waste

| storage dump in uhe heart of the Great Lakes Region.

| There are already 3200 sites in the country that have been

| contaminated by 1he DOE in its weapons program, many of them

f with nuclear wasce. (Nat'l Academy Press, '89) (Ref. 3) We cannot

| allow our Federal agencies to continue to contaminate our land.
*

i

|

!
,

'

_ .,
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4
4

j in addition, the huclear Regulatory Commission is violating its own
rules in proceeding with this project in this manner without a public |

j )
[ hearing. |

These violations are as follows:
1. NRC's Finlat Rule (10 CFR Parts 50,72 and 170, Fed. Reg. vol.;

e

! 55, No.138, July 18, 1990) states that " hearing processes do not

|
apply when issuen are resolved generically by rulemaking." (p.'

|
29182. col 3) (Ref,4) However, there are significant safety issues

|
that have not and cannot be resolved through the rulemaking

j process in connection with this cask system. According to the NRC,

|
these tests have to do with the most critical function of the cask, i. |

|
e., verifying its host removal capacity. The NRC itself has ordered |
this first test of this cask when the first cask system is used at the

!
letter from the 11RC to the vendor of the cask

|
Palisades plant. A

! discusses the fact that the NRC views this preoperational test as
.

necessary because the fuel clad temperatures predicted by the
] vendor are only 4 degrees below the accident conditions for the:

metal basket within the concrete cask which will actually hold the
|
j fuel. The letter also states the concrete temperatures predicted are

very close to the accident conditions for the concrete cask. (Letter
-

from F.Sturz to J. V. Massey, July 8,1992) (Ref. 5)
:

Furthermore. the NRC's Safety Evaluation Report (SER), May 6,
;
| 1992, states that during this first test if " excessive temperatures

cause the cask to perform in an unacceptable manner, and/or
! ot be controlled to within acceptable limits, the
|_

temperaturcs cant
cask shall be unloaded." (Ref. 6) This indicates that this is an |'

experiment for tesolVing certain safety issues which have not and
!- cannot be resolved through the rulemaking process.

f The Safety Evaluation Report (SER) of the NRC, Mar. 29, '91, i

i states that the V! C is a new system that has not been built or tested I

! before and that approval of site-specific procedures is contingent on |

I successful demon stration of "first-of-a-kind" features. (p. 8-1, Ref.
7) These tests must be done on site of a nuclear plant with spent

| fuel' pool facilities. This means that the first testing of the VSC-24
|-

I L
-

_ __ _ ______ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _
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cask is to take pl ace with n e loading of fuel within the spent fuel

! facility at the Palisades n-plant.

[ Among thes e "first-of-a-kind" features are many parts and

; much equipment that is a pan of the first test of the casks in the

i fuel transfer openitinn at the spent fuel pool at Palisades. These

parts are frequently referred to in the SER's as needing further
review and approdals. They include lifting cables, lifting yoke, lugs,

,

the transfer vehicie, etc. For example, SER, Mar. '91, Rev. 2, p.1-10,

f (Ref. 8) refers to 'a sling or cable set which is attached to lifting eyes

i bolted to the top cover plate of MSB and attached to a lifting hook
.

for a holst. No information was presented for this cable set. The

| above two pieces of equipment are used only in the spent fuel pool

! building. Therefore, the approval for their use is subject to 10 CFR

| Part 50 review.'
The use of the metal transfer cask (MTS) also occurs entiiely

f
; inside the spent fuel pool building. The SER evaluated this cask as a

special lifting dedice and because of the location for its use, " final;'

; approval for the design must como from a separate Part 50 review."
(p.1-9) (Ref. 9) This calls for a licensing procedure. In other words,'

! this cask should not be considered for approval by itself but only in

L conjunction with all the equipment, as well as operator training, that

f-
mull b9 AVAilahlg and ptgynd safg for fuct transfer. All these are

safety problems , hat cannot be resolved through the rulemaking
process and should be a part of a public review.

! 2. The NRC has established a rule, Subpart K of 10 CFR 72, on

j which the Commi ssion relies to go forward with this project without

| a public hearing ynder the general license. However, in section

72.218 of that ruling, we find that management of spent fuel at the
,

reactor "must include a plan for the removal of the spent fuel stored
I under this gener:J license from the reactor site." (Ref.10) Since the

f- NRC.is licensing these casks for storage only with no-plans for offsite
transport, it' is ag tin in violation of its own rule, i

f.
3. NRC's regulation,10 CFR 72 Subpart L (72. 236 (m), states

. .. . .. . .. .. . .. ... .. .

L-_ - - ~_ __ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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!
i

-

i the stored spent fuel from a reactor site, transportation and ultimate
disposition by the DOE." (Ref.11) Since the NRC is now in the

3

i process of licensing this cask for storage only and it is not j

j compatible with nny offsite transport system, it is again in violation. |

I 4. Furthermoro, in their comments for DOE's Final Version Dry !

j Cask Storage Stua,ly, (p.11-53) the NRC stated, % Comminzion is
i concerned that inadequate attention is being given to ensure the

compatibility of the various steps in the storage, transport and
; ,

'

disposal of spent fuel and thereby enhance the safety and efficiency

: of fuei handling." Noting their concern- with the proliferation of :

! storage options, lhe Commission recommended "systgm analysis and
; action at this early stage could' result in minimizing these handling-

| risks." (Ref.12) ne VSC-24 cask contradicts this policy position on
! the part of the NRC. It only adds to the lack of standardization and

| integration of the whole waste system since it is not compatible' with
j any other storage system or transport method. This will increase the )

'

j possibility of handling accidents, public exposure and escalate the
costs. Through a cost / benefit analysis in a hearing, we could
determine how much more costly. this system will ultimately be.

5. There is no monitoring of this cask system so that if;

pressures or excessive temperatures were building up, they could-

i not be detected in time. This is in violation of NRC's rules on dry
storage confinement systems which states: ' Storage confinement;

systems must have the capability for continuous monitoring in a;

| manner such that the licensee will be able to determine when

| corrective action meeds to be 'taken to maintain safe storage
I[ conditions."(10 CPR 72.122 (h) (4). (Ref.13) Only a public hearing

( can further explore the need for monitoring and make a

| determination of what is needed to protect the public and the

|- environment.

| 6. Consumers Power Co.'s comments to the NRC during this
rulemaking on the casks indicate that they do not have the kind of
' fuel that was specified in the certificate of compliance which has

I been approve'd for use in the casks at Palisades. It is difficult to l

|

||
e
E .- . _

_ _ . _ ._ ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
1
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believe that the ikC does not know what kind of fuel it is licensing a

f cask for, but that seems to be the case here. Any approval given by
the NRC would have to be site specific and not generic and therefore

| would require a hbaring. (NRC)
7. The NRC has failed to comply with the National _

Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, which requires an
:

I Environmental I= mar' C+ '-= aat for any Federal ac%n affecting

th7 quality of the human environment in a significant way not

hiready considered The adoption of this rule to use the VSC-24.
,

| could lead to the adoption of this cask nationwide. Therefore, an

; environmental impact statement is imperative.

|
There is a ; good example of why having no environmental

i impact statement drawn is a serious defect. The first sentence of

j the detailed resporise to Attorney General Frank Kelley in his
j request for a hearing from the Chairman of the NRC, Ivan Selin,

states that the NRC has adopted a procedure for using the general ,

f
license of a utilitt for storage of spent fuel at reactor site--which'

: means allowing the pmjer.t in go forward without a public hearing--
! because the safety of cask technology is not dependent on site-

| specific conditiont This statement is based on a false premise, sinco
.

| one of the important site-specific conditions at Palisades and the

! Great Lakes area is the impact of the freeze thaw environment of
' the severe winteri in the Midwest on the integrity of concrete.
1

There is a good ileal of information on these impacts on concrete in
the literature which could be brought forward in a hearing. (Ref.15)'

In addition, DOE'n Final Version Dry Cask Storage Study (DOE /RW--

( 0220) states that a potential safety issue "is the structural integrity

I of concreto at the temperatyrcs expected in the cask" (p.1-5)
! (Ref.16).

Another sits-specific aspect of the Lake Michigan environment
#which the-NRC failed to consider is the heavy amount of moisture in

the form of. fog, hain,. mist, sleet, ice storms and snow that are
,

L

prevalent here. Jn discussing the effects of corrosion on the metal
.cannister intended for. the VSC-24, a report from Pacific Nuclear

!
. . . . . , , , . . . . _ ,
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j states, "It is concluded that radiation, especially that from gamma ;
.

i emitters, potentia: ly has some deletedous effect upon corrosion |
rates on the occasions if the canister becomes wet and remains wer !

] for some time duling the storage period." (R. Quinn, R. Lehnert, J. |

| Rosa, Pacific Nuclear Report, Radioactive Waste Management, p.

| 2224)(Ref 17) The NRC has not addressed these safety issues during
! their rulemaking procedure because they don't even recognize them. j

These matters wc uld be brought to their attention in a hearing. |
'

The Chairman of the NRC, Ivan Selin, has stated that Palisades |
IIs perhaps the neet plant that will have to be shut down because of;.

i an embrittlement iproblem in its pressurc vessel. (New York Times.
Apr.14,1992) (Ikef.17a) A cost / benefit analysis in a hearing could |

| determine the extent of the embrittlement probica and how soon
'

j the plant may be shut.down. It may be more cost effective to shut
,

i down the plant 1,ow rather than create another nuclear waste dump
on the shore of Lake Michigan in addition to the wastem in their |

F spent fuel pool. An environmental impact statement requires the ;
'

consideration of titernativen to the impending action.
; We go to fusehos dicosopanoios in the way than this sasts

!' system has been fealgned and produced. The NRC has n9; A999ptpd
the results of the tests that have been run at the Idaho Engineeringp

! facility on a small prototype of this cask system, the VSC-17,

j because of' concoms that calculated temperatures are too close to the
4 accident conditiot s of both the interior metal basket and the

concrete cask, as mentioned previously.
,

; However, et e vendor did accept the test results of the VSC-17
and proceeded to build the casks on site before the certificate of

|. - compliance by the NRC was issued-and they were built with NRC
approval. ( Letter from Gunderson, NRC, Ref.18) We need to explore;

; how this discrepancy in applying the test data to the casks that have
been constructed affect the capacity of the casks to perform their

: intended function.
'

i
.

T

=# - - +-- .- .L,.#
_. _ - - - - - . - , - _ ,. - . - - . . + . . - _--
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8. The Fina Rule published on July 18, 1990, states that the

4

{ "NRC...will ensure that each cask is fabricated under an NRC-
approved quality assurance program." (Ref.19) However, as was

; pointed out previ susly, the cight casks now on site were constructed
j before the NRC had issued a certificate of compliance. Five casks

; were built before the NRC conducted an inspection last spring. The

NRC inspectors fbund that a number of wclds were omitted, that the
workers were not aware that certain work had to meet construction

;

1 codes, that they <ild not know what those codes were, and that the
management overnight was very weak, Consumers Power Co. was
required to shut town construction on the casks as a result. (Letter

'

from Cons. Power Co. to the vendor, J. V. Massey of Pacific Sierra
Nuclear, May 29, '92). (Ref. 20) We have no indication that the fivej

canks that were already built under nuhntandard conditions that did
; not pass NRC inspection will not be used, or what will happen to

them. We need to have this determined through a hearing.
Further aucations about the construction and safety of these

casks comes from a letter from Pacific Nuclear to C. Haughncy of the

NRC, (Jan. 28, '92), a company which was initially involved in their
construction, but which now wants to distance itself from the
project. R.L. Shingleton, a vice-president of Pacific Nuclear states,

i "On December 31 ,1991, Pacific Nuclear completed a divestiture of
all interest and participation in Pacific Sierra Nuclear Associates'

(PSNA). As a result of this divestiture, Pacific Nuclear now has no
ownership of, or relationship to PSNA, including the Ventilated
Storage Cask (VSC) design."(Ref. 21) It is obvious that the divestiture
is related to any liability or negligence issues that may ausface in;

the future with tills cask. Probing the reasons for this action can
only come about in a public hearing.

Another co mment questioning the safety of this system comes
from the B and W Fuct Co. They pointed out that the NRC stuff failed,

! to identify a si qifcant safety issue, e.i., that the closure welds of theR

interior metal baskot holding the fuct are not sufficient to meet the
structural strength requirements of an ASME Section III, pressure
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_ vessel. (Ref. 22) |We need to probe this claim with expert witnesses
in a hearing. ,

; '

9. The Final Rule, July 18.1990, p. 29182 states, " There is a
|
L possibility that the use of a certified cask at a particular site may ,

'

' entail the need fer a site-specific licensing action. For example, an

evaluation under 10 CFR 50.59 for a new cask loading procedure

; could require a part 50 license amendment in a particular case. In

|
this event the usual formal hearing requirements would apply.'

'

| (Ref. 23) " A new loading procedure" is exactly what we have with

I this VSC-24 Cask system, with a great deal of new equipment that

f has had to be developed for the loading of this exceptionally large
.

; cask. The NRC thould have evaluated this procedure under 10 CFR
I 50.59 and required an amendment for the use of this equipment

that allowed for public review, but they failed to do so.:

|
The tiewriMinn of the surycillanco svguiremcpls should, of

itself, cause reasoni for concern. On p.14-30 of the May 6,1992,
s

SER, we find the following : 'A visual surveillance (a drive-by or

|
walk through exalnimation) of the exterior of the air inlets and

| outlets shall be canditc%mt an interval not to exceM 1 weet"
i Further down on the same page, we find the following: "A
i conservative analysis...of complete blockage of all air inlets or

outlets indicates Ihat the concrete c=a reach the accident
tamnerature limit of 3500 F in a time neriod betweaa 24 hours and'

| one week * (Empbasis added) (Ref. 24)
This is'' a serious contradiction in the evaluation of the safety of

.

this type of suryt:lliance. In addition, these casks will stand lu it.:

high on a concrede pad, and, therefore, the mode of surveillance
' required will make it impossible to view the top 12 to 14 feet of the
cask vents.

Besides thin weak' surveillance, the lack of any monitoring
.

system for these ' casks has been the . subject of concerned comment'

[ by numerous pernons within the nuclear -industry 'as. well- as the
. , . . . -. .- . .-
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;

; For examplp, this Board wrote: "The importance of heat
j transfer mechaniims to overall cask performance requires that all

[ reasonable monitoring requirements, not simply visual surveillance,
i be utilized to enoure the appropriate performance of the cask." (Ref.

[ 25) 3
Numerous other comments from the nuclear industry indicate'

i various reasons why this is a substandard cask compared to others
j that the NRC has licensed. Each of these concerns should be probed

[ for their. valldity in a public hearing. ( Thrco comments as Ref. 26)

| 1 must make one final regrettable observation. The NRC rule
state that if the (margency plaar is in compliance with NRC
regulation, then the utility does not have to notify either State or

j local governments before beginning loading the casks. (Ref. 27) Yet

j the essence of ariy emergency plan is to make sure that local

| services such as the sheriff and police departments and hospital

I services know what is going on and how to respond if necessary. It

| would appear than the NRC la encouraging a covert operation in

| nucicar waste disposal that might be harmful to people,
j These are only some of the major issues that surround the ;
! VSC-14 cask sysrem that should be addressed in a public hearing
j and cannot be resolved through a public meeting of this kind.-

] In the next few days, I plan to submit questions on the
! possibility of cornbustible gases being generated within the casks
i and the effects oP pinhole leaks in the fuel cladding within the cask.

[ Albert Einntein was not only a brilliant scientist whose work
forshadowed the fission process, but also a visionary philosopher.,

| He said, "We have fissioned the atom, and all things have changed,

| except our mode of thinking--and thus we drift to unparalled
j catastrophies."

We need to rethink our approach to nuclear waste disposal or4

I this nation will sbon find itself engulfed in these unparalled
p catastrophies.

. I thank yot for your time and the attention that you may gne;

2 these. issu'es.

b
J
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i Folt IMMEDIATE RELEASE

i January 28,1993

Attorney General Frank J. Kelley commented today that he is pleased the Nuclear
:

:

i- Regulatory Commission (NRC) has agreed to hold a public meeting regarding the dry caski
i

j system Consumers Power plans to use for storage of high-level radioactive waste at their
:

Palisades Nuclear faellity near South Haven. The NRC has also agr,eed to extend the pubile
: 1

comment period for thirty day's to provide concerned citizens and groups with adequate
I

!
;

i time to expresa their concerns.
.

Kelley said: "On December 30, I asked the Nuclear Regulatory Cominission to give| -

j .

the public an opportunity to be heard regarding the proposed use of the dry cask storage.'

! system at the Pallsades facility. This week, I received a letter from Dr. Ivan Selin of the

i Nuclear Regulatory Commisalon assuring me that the Commission will hold a pubile meeting

i
j to allow comment about the propoted kystem before a final decision is made. I am

extremely pleased the Commission has agreed with me that the pubile must be given an;
.

i opportunity to be heard before a long-fange decision uke this is made."
!

! Kelley added:"The Commission must be provided with every piece of Information
'

,

j available so that they can consider the grave concerns that citizens and environmental ,

1
,

4

) groups have regarding this new storage technology. Unless the Commission hears and
|

considers fully every side of the issue, they will not be able to make's decision that is in the

best Interests of the people of Michigan." |

An announcement regarding details of the meeting with the NRC will Sa rak.md

! within the next two weeks. j

i
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M... W. W.C, Palisades residents fear for futur'e
-

A 4
'

By DENNIS d.OGSWEL1. summers at Palisades Park, wont hout meeting Tuesday set up by
jyg4in,.'

.

' - e

f . y - ,

) H-P Van Buren Bureau have the same opportunities if At'orney General c' rank Kelley.
|,. l ' A 2 something goes . wrong . with a K2Dey, who claimed thst the

. .(? ' ' 7 , , i LANSING - Tom Rynn has controversial plan to store high- plant's operator, Consumers'

,t ,,

t' been going to Palisades Park, an level radioactive waste from the Power Co., is more interested in
!. 3 ~ ~

- ' -

i9 ,g'4 i area of 2oe summer homes and plant outdoors in concrete casks profits than safety, told Nuclear..

,j,. rustic cottages next to the Pali- 150 yards from Lake Michigan. Itegulatory Conunission officials*

-),< , .M'. sades nuclear power plant in Co-
,

llis neighbors' biggest concern, at He anecting that .a hearing,
jq: 7- . vert Township, for more than to

,.

he says,is that the plant wdl be- where formal testimony can be
lic rd and witnesses and thcark-

. come a permanent waste dumpQ;! c scientific conclusions t-hallenged.,.y J , ~ , , , , "My parents spent their honey- once me casks we fdled wim
as needed to address technical as-E. moon there, a quarter mde item spent g,I assemblies- sues such as whether the casks$ ', '

- wkre me reactos is now,'' he re-
, 1n [A -

t called. ''I used to play on those "No one has been able to an- could be transported to a perma-'

,,

, - sand dunes when I was a kid.- swer our concern that once they ncnt waste site.N. J
~

'

In the spring, he said, the area are leaded, it wont be penna- Consumers wants to use the

'

|
"

9 '; . ' '

.-)d
,

I nent " he said.ogers one of the most waried col- casks to hold spe:nt fuel rods,
'!.I.

| b:
. i' ' N $ s-

lectson of wildflowers in Michigan. " Lake Michigan is such a valu- which are now in a tu foot deep! E''
.

able resource and the dunes are pool of water at the plant. The
!

-

'l .
But Hynn, who is president of

| .

~

the Palisades Park llomeowners so unique, why risk the future?" rods would be placed in a steel :' '

Association, worries that his chil- Flynn was among more than 20 camster that would be welded
| TOM FLYNN dren, who are the fourth genera- people who called for a public shut and placed mside an 18 foot- :

j Will waste dump be permanent? tion of his family to spend their hearing on the issue during a 2th see PALISADES, page 4A
i

!
-

"' !PAUSADES ,ectw," mis"e"a"i*te""fatd'dt laa < *--s 6-et a
dunn me eetan veals, responded that Yuca Mountain ,,gft

continued from page 1 A wont be ready until at least 2001,but
said were ' - "=-''e egorts to mon-

noted that the casks am designed to - -- --

her me casks to make swe mey Ih4&O ,

tall concrete cask. The casks have g,,g ,g g,,,g gg, would not overheat, the pmMtyvents to allow cookng air to flow Consumers nimeI did W W '
,

" 'I' b###J' " ^# i"amund the camsters. during the meetag, but albrward Und 8 Peck de gn ed wiu be '

NRC Chairman Ivan Selin has Chades MacInnis, dinctor d m used has notbeen lested befwe.said that NRC regulations do not tv- and information comm " =
quire a heanng, although thest have said the company would prefer to' Chades Hatighney, an NRC olli- 7 j q <[ -;cial, said the agency is considenngbeen two public comment penods. put me spent fuel.ruds in W W upgrading requimments for inomtw- !NilC otticials also said they would ,g c,g, - i.. but since thatm

take wrinen comments for another Ing, and Md penodic mspectens d :
*

cant be done the only alternatsve is the intenor of the casks be required. !

ar that this meetang Berneo said that even if them was I*

II * "Id[nly aAer the fact to "We have more than two decades a blockage of the vents that cool the .

7.r. tacs." said Ellen Beal, leg- ex@nce (stonng spent M ami casks, any damage would mquire a !

' we*m dnt we can conhnue mat long period to budd up, and should, Aim din stor of Mictugan Envuun,
ety sad be caught dwing an insimetmn. Theu usal IMenw " flus is not me way Dave lioffman, Consumers vice NRC is now reviewing citizen com-

''' '""d *' I president d nuclear operations, also ments and technscal issues and wdl i

twlicy noted tiu t Congrr$s auth+ disputed statements by some activ- probably make a ruling on the use of
'

a u ear w i
t Nl a mi ists that on site storage shouldnt be the casks by Giis spring, he said. |

aIlo ecause une plant will behat the preicITed site at Yucca ,
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i- "SINCLAIR BATILES NU WASTE".

FACT S '-

i

!
* Frank Kelley, Michigan's Attomey will be holding a pass conference on this,

| issue this Wednesday, Feb.10 at 10 at his_ office in fandng, ML Please contact his

of8cc at (517) 373-1110 for more ormation.'

: Mary P. Sinclair Phd., is available for interviews. She may be contacted at her home*

| office (517) 835-1303 in Mid1=ad MI. Her fax number is (517) 835-7954..

'
* Senators Reigle- and Levin can also be contacted for a view-

! fmm the Hill Reigle (202) 224 4g22 and Levin (202) 224-6221.

| ne Nuclear Regulatory C==i== ion (NRC) can be called at (800) 368-5642 or*

j the regional office in N-==o at (708)-790-5500. Contact: Jan Strasma. 'Ibe
! NRC is taking public comment on the easts until February 22nd -
i

! Paliandes Park is located appms.10 miles north of Benton Harbor, MI in Van*

i Buren County, Covert Township. It is a two hour drive fmm Chicago and a 4.5
hour trip fmm Denoit. De plant is operated by O===crs Power Co., contact isi

; Mark Savage.
|

| The nearest residents are in~ a vacadon community 1/2 mile south of the plant.*

| About 180 homes and couages me nesdad in an historic community built amund
: 1900 in a very, unique dune aren-one of only four places in the world with similnr

| topography. He home association president is Romas A. Flynn in Tadiaaanalis
at (317) 236-0900. ' ;

.

i

!

j ne casts in quesdon have already been built-prior to NRC approval. The*

; testing /spacirradan infonnadon given to the NRC is partially hand-wrinen and is
j illegible when being retrieved in the Public Informadon room at the NRC in
! Washington, D.C.-no chance for independent research or review.-

:

| Dept. of Energy also tried to find a temporary site in Wyoming, but local officials*

: and Governor Michael Sullivan successfully denied DOE a site. (See Post article

listed below). .
,

; Related articles on this story include:*

| - De Chicago Tribune, Jan. 25,1993; p.A1, A6
- De New. York Tunes, Dec. 8,1992; p.C1, p.DI. (anached)

,

1 - ne New York Enes, Oct. 11,1992, p.13 sec.1
- nc Washington Post, Sept. 14,1992; p.A13

)

4

l
!

1
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| can urw. w.. .m. u.rea e 4. m s.a ;m i.aaw u. m m; nin m.re .m

NewsRelease4

;

i

i -

j February 8,1993

i

! Ms. Ellen Weiss
I ALL THINGS CONSIDERED
: Nanonal Public Radio

! 2025 M Street N.W.
j Washington, D.C. 20036

i Fax (202) 822-2329
,

1 Dear Ms. Weiss;
.

:
,

Attached is a local story with aad=1 implich that your highly involved;

|
listeners will find dieran= ting and a bit fNgh'aaing. It is a very current aspic-
especially given the Clinton/ Gore tough talk on environmental policy.

| g,
M@@T It's a fascinning story about a flesty,72 year old Pbd. who is taking on a major

U.S. utility and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to stop the storage of nuclear
,

| l'nblicRelatinus
waste along the castern shore of Lake Michigan.-

;

: Her name is Dr. Mary P. Sinclair, of Midland Michigan and she is fighting
Consumers Power, which plans to store spent-fac1 rods in untested, cement casts

!

!
just 150 yards from Lake Michigan at its Pahad** Park plant. She has enrolled

|
Michigan's Attorney Generst, Frank Kelley, who has taken on the cause to

|
protect the health and safety of area residents.

The issue is national in scope and has been brewing since the Caner.
Admialatration failed to secure a national site in Nevada to store spent-fuel rods

j

j from the counny's 110 nucIcar facilities. P=W=+< is one of the nation's oldest
plants and the first to run out of storage space. Consumers says it does not want.

to stors them on-site, but no one else will take them and the plant will have to
i shut down in June if it cannot store them.4

I Sinclair has recendy appeared in articles in The New York Times and The Cht:ago
Tribuns, and has met with and gotten support from Michigan Senators Don
Riegle and Carl Levin. Senator Bob Kerry sent her a hand wrinen note'

pledging his support after he read the Times arncle.
,

Attached is a copy of that article as well as a fact sheet with relevant contact4

names and numbers. If you need any additional inforamtion, please contact rae at
(317) 632 6501. Thanks in advance for your acention.

.

.

Sincerely,

Y///
- . _ .-
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February 9,1993 |

4

i TO: Dr. Mary Sinclair
i Don't Waste Michigan

a

j FROM: Kevin Flynn
Caldwell VanRipari -

;

j This provides a list of media contacts that I have faxed with your story and the main players in
; this issue. Please let me know if any of them call you.
.

Good luck. Hope to see you on network news very soon!
< i

! I

i

! MEDIA QUERY LIST AS OF 2/8/93

! CONTACT AFFILIATION PROGRAM

|. Lauren, Editor U.of Michigan Daily Newspaper
~

Jamic Zahn ABC TV Primetime Live
: Arnot Walker ABC TV World News Tonight
I- Ellen Weiss National Public Radio All'Ihings raneidared

Karolyn I.ord NBC TV News Assignment Editor

Joe Peyronnin CBS TV News Assignmem Editor
;

j Bailey Barssh - CNN Science / Tech Producer

Bill Freeman WOOD TV, Grand Rapids News Assign. Edtr.'

" " "

L Bill Wagmnag WZZM TV, Grand Rapids
- a a

Randy Lube WWMT TV, rnimmamn-

" " "
Oralander Winimma WDIV TV, Denoir

,

" " "

Gladys Lindsay WMAQ TV, Miraga
" " "

Jim 1 ich'aa*'aia WLS TV, Chicago
" " "

Robert Bore 111 WSBT TV South Bend
| Cheryl Dyer WNDU TV, South Bend " " "

" " "

i . Bob Giles WXYZ TV, Detroit
" " "

i Kristin Schendon WJBK TV, Deaoit
!. Doug Chalgain WILX TV, Lansing

| Tamara McClaran WLNS TV, Lansint; " " "

|

r

!
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! Mary P. Sinclair, left, an antinuclear activist, is and steel casks, right. Dr. John Massey, the presi.
| figliting a plan by Consumers Power to store spent dent of Pacific Sierra Nuclear Associates, which |

fuel from its Palisades nuclear reactor in concrete makes the casks, says they are safe. |'

!

l
,4

j store for more than a few years. The races, went back to school after the i

Dy M ATTIIEW L. W A LD utilities say the casks are necessary Midland fight to earn a Ph.D. in envi- |
|

because the Federal Government, de. ronmental communication, because j
s, n.n. u v. m t'= spite 30 years of promises, has yet to she was tired of people cathng her

COVERT, Marh. - Here on the hnd a ;)crmanent storage site for the "that housewife." Though she said
shore of Lake Michigan sits a row of nation's nuclear waste. she had nevir miended another nu. j
100-t on concietc.and steel storage clear crusade, in the late 19AO's she
casks designed to hold nuclear waste helped torpedo a plan by Michigan to. |Af ternative is Shutdown
for decades and keep it safe from The Consumers Power Corpora. estabbsh a dump for radioactive |

ca rt hqua kes, tornados and even tion, the owner of the Pahsades reac. wasic from neighboring states. I

plane crashes. Inr must shut the reactor next spring "I cnnsider environmental work
Across the Michigan penmsula m unless it imds a home for some of the 'parenung/ " of the planet, she said,

Midland. Mich. just uf f Saginaw llay, two decades' worth of fuel, explammg why she was drawn bark |
is Mary P. Sinclair and her f ax ma. This is Dr. Sinclair's third time on min the hght. When she began getiing '

clunc. of fice. sired phoinenpier, rea m s the leading edge of cfforts to slop letters and documents from other ac.
of f d" and network of activists, nuclear power - and her second ttvists about the casks, she staried
which Me is usmg to pepper everyone stand agamst Consumers Power, in doing research and was outraged. "It

| she can ihmk of with letters about 1984, her opposioon helped force Con. is our land, and it is our children. nur
| uhy the Covert solution to nuclear sumers to abandon a twin rcartor chddren's children, who wdl be pay.
i waste disposal is a bad one. nuclear station m Midland, after $4.1 mg for it," she said. |

| Dr. Sinclair is at the forefront of a billion and 17 years of effort. Today Dr. Smelair entered this haltle late |
| baille cropping up sporadically the plant, a 10. minute drive f rom her in the process, af ter Michigan legisla-
| around the country, as utshtics sock house, runs on naiural gas.
| tu budd casks to hold the spent fuel Dr. Sinclair, a 74 year old swim-
: - their reactors were never intended to mer who competes in senior division Conhnued on Page C8
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I December 30, 1992
i

i

!
1 ,

Dr. Ivan Selin, Chairman '

.

i U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
,Mail Stop 16G15!
'

washington, D.C. 20555'

i
: RE: Proposal by Consumers Power Company to construct a

ventilated storage cask system, Model No.: VSC-24
(Pacific Sierra Nuclear Associates)

,-

| NRC Docket No.: 72-1007-

.

I Dear Dr. Salin:
!

It has been brought to my attention that Michigan-based
! Consumers Power Company is constructing a ventilated storage cask'

(vsc) system for its spent nuclear fuel at its Palisades Nucleari It isPower facility located on the shores of Lake Michigan.'

-

also my understanding that Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)i

! licensing proceedings for the VSC are being conducted pursuant toWhilethe general rule-making provisions of 10 C.F.R. Part 12.
it appears that the NRC is not required to conduct a public |

hearing prior to authorizing Consumers Powers' use of the VSC, I |
|believe that the NRC does have the option to require such a

| hearing.-

,

! on behalf of the citizens of the State of Michigan, I
hereby request that a public hearing be held prior to the loading

,

;

of the VSC system at the Palisades Nuclear facility. I believe
that a public hearing should be held in accordance with the |,

'

Administrative Procedures Act and should afford Michigan citizens
and Michigan representatives the opportunity to cross-examine
consumers Power Company officials, NRC " officials and officials,

; from Pacific Sierra Nuclear Associates, the company constructing
i

| the VSC system. Such a hearing should also include the opport-
unity to present evidence to the commission from Michigan citi-
2 ens and state representacives.

The storage of upent nuclear fuel within the State of
Michigan must be accomplished with priority given to the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens of Nichigan. In recent yests,

the Nuclear Regulatory Comn.issi.;r. has increasingly adopted

h hf '

.

< .- . . ~ - - _ - - . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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i

,

. .

j general licensing procedures, thereby avoiding public hearings on
site specific licenses. While this trend may have value in the'

-

ever increasingly complex regulatory environment of nuclear
materials, I believe that it is ill-advised when applied to the
storage of spent nuclear fuel at the Palisades Nuclear Power;

1 Plant. While the certificate of compliance in Docket No. 72-1007-

] | expires after 20 years, it is my understanding that it may be
extended for auccessive periods of 20 years up to the life of thei _

'

j ij vsc system which may be as.long as ido years, rurthermore,
j; because of the Department of Energy's difficulty in siting a high2

! i. '- level ruclear repository by the end of this decade, it appears
; ; that the temporary astorage" of the spent nuclear fuel at the
j | Palisades racility may very likely last for several decades, at a

minimum. Consequently, any existing questions regarding the safe4 , ,.

| disposal of the spent fuel should be fully aired before the p'ublic
,

in an appropriate public hearing' conducted under Administrative:

Procedure Act safeguards.
L I have been advised that the type of vsc system under.

: construction at Palisades has never before been constructed..'

Consequently, there is no operational history to evaluate it. It-

is also my understanding that the original developer of the VSC
model number VSC-24 has terminated all involvement with this.

'
system. This fact alone calls its safety into question. While I
do not have answers for the concerns addressed in this letter andL

: numerous other concerns brought to my attention by the citizens
i of this state, I do believe that a public hearing to properly air
| these concerns is imperative. Many of these concerns appear to

be well researched and documented. The potential long-term
storage of high level nuclear waste on the shores of Lake
Michigan should only be authorized after a full hearing subject

[ to appropriate procedural safeguards.'-

| I again urge your consideration of my request for a-

' complete public hearing on these issues. Thank you for your
; consideration.
:

Very truly yours
-

.

.

.
.

,

F NK J XELL
torney Gener 1

c: Congressional Delegation
of the State of Michigan

. .o..w

! ,

~
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.,

August 11, 1993
|
|

1
>

1

[The Honorable Bob Dole IUnited States Senate--

l

Washington, DC 20510-7020

DearSenatorDoie: ,

Thank you for your letter of July 22, 1993, to C irman Ivan Selin of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) on behalf o who is
presently under consideration for the position o Director o 'fice of ;

Public Affairs. |

During the'past several months, an extensive nationwide search has been
conducted to find the most qualified individual who would, as Public Affairs I

l

Director, provide strong leadership for the NRC in carrying out major public
information . programs, plans and olicies. his search has proJuced a number
of highly qualified candidates. s among those candidates. A i

careful and thorough review of t se candi ates' qualifications is being
conducted at present.

Thank you for callin ualifications to our attention. Please be'

assured that his appli ation wi e given every appropriate consideration.

Sincerely,
|, .

'

/. - - . .

s g. or/.

' a

ecutive trirector
for Operations j

1

|..

1
'

1

i

information in this record was dcleted

in accordance with the Freedom of Information
Act, exemptions 6 i a/ !

-

F0IA. @2g it *

1
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WASWNGTON. DC 20$ 10.7020
i

July 22, 1993
:

1 )
'

b
;

Mr. Ivan Selin I

f Chairman ;

! Nuclear Regulatory Commission (
11555 Rockville Pike

) Rockville, MD 2.0852,

Dear Chairman Selin:

I understand that
is a finali'st in your abarch or a,new rector, Office of Pub ic. 1,

'

Affairs, at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.'

,-

i I have known o xperience and accomplishments for4

an outstanding candidate for this ,

some time and believ e )
important position. He not only has senior executive experience
in both industry and government, but quite specific capabilities

! in public affairs, news media relations and crisis communications'

-- important assets to the NRC mission.
and earlier as :

As* )e rece ved outstanding
'

| tings an an award for his leadership. ,,

d assessI hope you will have an opportunity to meet |

I

b. Ii

for yourself his excellent qualifications for thi '

| believe he would make a fine addition to the NRC team.
He has my'

:

i full support.
,

i erely,

' (
l

s

BOB DOLE
!

United State Senate

;

! BD:jlk
.

|

,

J |

l.

,j
;
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