June 15, 1992

Docket 50-458

Gulf States Utilities
ATIN: Mr. James C. Deddens
Senfor Vice President (RBNG)
Post Office Box 220
St. Francisville, Louisiana 7077%

Dear Mr, Deddens:

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS RELATING TO THE RIVER BEND STATION
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT AND UPDATED SAFETY ANALYSIS
REPORT (TAC NO. M79902)

We have completed our review of the environmental 1ssues at the River Bend
Statfon that were listed in the staff's April 30, 1¥s1, letter to Gulf States
Utilities Company., The review was based on your letter of July 2%, 1991 (RBG-
3638]), and a site visit by the staff on January 15, 1992,

A detailed discussion of each of the five issues is contained in the
enclosure, Based on the results of our review and the commitments made by
your staff, we have concluded that the issues have been properly addressed and
no additional review is needed.

This concludes the staff's activities on TAC No. M79902.
Sincerely,

Original Signed By

Douglas V. Pickett, Project Manager
Project Directorate 1V-2

Division of Reactor Projects 111/1V/V
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Mr. James (. Deddens

cc w/enclosure:

Winston & Strawn

ATTN: Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esq.
1400 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005-3502

Mr. Les England

Director - Nuclear Licensing

Gulf States Utilities Company

St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Mr. Philip G. Harris

Cajun Electric Power Coop, Inc.
10719 Airline Highway

P. 0. Box 15540

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70895

Senior Resident Inspector
P. 0. Box 1051
St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

President of West Feliciana

Police Jury

P. 0. Box 1921

St. Francisville, Louisiana 70775

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011

Mr. J. E. Booker

Manager-Nuclear Industry Rela*ions
Gulf States Utilities

P. 0. Box 2951

Beaumont, Texas 77704

Mr. J. David McNeill, 111

William G. Davis, Esq.

Department of Justice

Attorney General's Office

P. 0. Box 94095

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9095

Ms. H. Anne Plettinger
3456 Villa Rose Drive
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Administrator

Louisiana Radiation Protection Division
P. 0. Box 82135

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70884-2135
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The staff has concluded that although there was some confusion on the appro-
priate names of the road along the alternate evacuation route this confusion
would 1ikely not have resulted in personnel being unible to get to the
alternate assembly point. Furthermore, the licensee has agreed to correct the
confusion in EIP-2-206. The NRC staff also con:ludes that erosion or the
possibility of flooding along the alternate route to the extent that it would
impede evacuation is unlikely.

5. Flow Restrictions in Alligator Bayou Resylting from the River Access Road

The 1icansee buirt the River Access Road between the site and the Mississippi
River. Due to the local topograpny the road was constructed of fill and
crosses the Alligator Bayou perpendiculariy, The road bed essentially dams
the flow of the Alligator Bayou. The installation of large culvert* along one
stretch of the road bed allows the continued flow of A)li?l!or Bayou. The
concern was raised that during periods of high flow in Alligator Bayou, the
culverts would not be able to handle the flow, the water level bihind the
River Access Road in Alligator Bayou would rise and overtop the low point in
the levee along the Mississippi River, Ovortoppina of the levee and R..er
Road along 1ts summit occurred naturally prior to RBS construction from both
high river stage and rainfall induced flooding in Alligator Ba{ou. This
overtopping would result in damage to River Road which parallels the
Mississippl River. The licensee acknowledges that the construction of the
River Access Moad restricts flow in Alligator Bayou. As stated in the FES
(Section 5.3.3.1) for RBS, the flow restrictions caused by road construction
in the Tlooaplain are not significant. The staff further states in the FES
that “the applicant’'s policy of repairing erosion caused by overtopping of the
River Road in the vicinity of the low point will alleviate the anl* damage
that may, in part, be induced by the [River Access) road croseing.

The staff inspected on January 15, 1992, both the River Access Road and
associated culverts and the low point along River Road where overtopping of
the levee is most likely. There was evidence that overtopping of tge road in
the vicinity of the low point had occurred in the recent past, however, the
road was passible. The licensee stated that the repair of the road was the
responsibility of the local Molice Jury, however, GSU has committed to
maintaining the road in the vicinity of the low point in the levee.

The NRC staff reaffirms its conclusion in the FES for RBS that the hydraulic
effects of the construction of the River Access Road on the Alligator Bayou
with respect to flooding is not significant. The licensee's commitment to
keep the low point in the River Road in repair alleviates the only likely
flood damage that may be associated with the River Access Road.



