Docket No. 50-282
Docket No. 50-206

Northern States Power Company
ATIN: Mr. L. R. Eliason
Vice President, Nuclear
Generation
414 Nicollet Mal)
Minneapolis, MN 55401

Dear Mr. Eliason:

We have reviewed your letter dated June 4, 1992, documenting your oral request
for a one-time basis Waiver of Compliance from the Prairie Island Nuclear
Generating Plant Unit 1 and Unit 2 Technical Specifications, Section 4.8.A.8.
These require verification, at least once every 18 months during shutdown, that
each auxiliary feedwater pump starts as designed automatically and each automatic
valve in the flow path actuates to its correct position upon receipt of each
auxiliars feedwater actuation test signal. A copy of your letter is enclosed,

You determined on June 4, 1992, that all of the required testing had not been
performed as specified. At least one actuation signal for each auxiliary
feedwater pamp and associated valves in both units had not been verified within
the required time frame.

You declared both auxiliary feedwater pumps in each unit inoperabie at 10:55 a.m,
(COT) on Jrne 4, 1992, This placed each unit in its respective Technical
Specification 3,.0.C, which provides one hour to prepare and six additional hours
to achieve hot shutdown conditions. However, declaring equipment inoperable
solely on the basis of incomplete surveillance testing was a conservative action.
There was no avidence that any of the auxiliary feedwater trains were not capable
of performing all their safety functions. Consistent with NRC Generic Letter
87-09, when a discovery is made that required testing has not been performed, 24
hours 1is an appropriate time frame to complete testing and verify safety
equipment condition.

You contacted this office and the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) with
a verbal request for a 24 hour delay in shutdown requirements of Technica)
Specification 3.0.C., We gave a verbal authorization at 1:00 p.m. (CDT) which
granted the request for Unit 1 only, because during the discussions and
deliberation, you successfully completed the required testing on one Unit 2 pump
at 12:32 p.m. (CDT). Thus, Unit 2 did not require any waiver; rather, a 72 hour
Limiting Condition for Operation (LCO) applied. The verbal authorization was
premised on the condition that actions would be taken immediately to return to
operable status any component found inoperable during performance of the testing.
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Northern States Power Company

You determined that your request for this Temporary Waiver of Compliance met the
eligibility criteria of 10 CFR 51.22(c)(9) and that pursuant to 10 CFR §1.27 (b),
no environmental impact statement need be prepared.

This waiver terminated at 1:45 p.m. (CDT) when you successfully tested, and
declared operable, one of the Unit 1 auxiliary feedwater pumps, thus placing that

unit also within a 72 hour LCO,

Enclosure: As stated

cc w/enclosure:

E. L. Watzl, Site Manager
Prairie Island site

M. Sellman, Plant Manager

DCD/DCB (RIDS)

OC/LFDCB

Resident Inspector
Prairie Island

Resident Inspector
Monticello

John W. Ferman, Ph.D.,
Nuclear Engineer, MPCA

State Liaison Officer, State
of Minnesota

Prairie Island LPM, NRR

Robert M. Thompson, Administrator
Wisconsin Division of Emergency
Government

D. Bement, FEMA, RV

Sincerely,

a4 Thad I

A. Bert Davis
Regional Administrator
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The Plant Operations Committee has reviewed and approved the propesed
Temporary Waiver of Compliance.

Please contaet ug (f You have any ruestions related to
e

the proposed Temporary
Walver of Compliance .

homss M Pavker
Manager

Puclear Support Services

¢! Reglonal Administrator . Region 111, NRC
Senlor Regident Inspector, NRC

NRR Project Manuger, NRC

J E Silberg




