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February 12, 1996

LICENSEE: Saxton Nuclear Experimental Corporation (SNEC)

FACILITY: Saxton Nuclear Facility

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF MEETING BETWEEN SNEC AND THE NRC STAFF

On January 16, 1996, representatives of the NRC staff were briefm by the
licensee on the proposed Saxton Nuclear Experimental Facility (.N EF)
decommissioning plan (DP), the results of characterization studies at the
site, future work at the site and other licensing issues. A list of attendees
is provided in Enclosure 1. Briefing material provided by the licensee is
provided in Enclosure 2.
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The licensee updated the NRC staff on repairs that are being made to the
containment liner to correct a breach that occurred during characterization
activities. The licensee planned to apply additional grout to the area. If
the grout shows no signs of leakage, then concrete will be used to complete
repairs. The licensee stated that a letter will be submitted to NRC when all
corrective actions associated with the event are completed.

The licensee discussed plans to not replace the reactor compartment shield
plugs after the completion of characterization activities. In reply to a
request for additional information from the NRC staff during evaluation of the
license amendment request that authorized characterization activities at the
site, the licensee had said that the plugs would be replaced at the end of
characterization activities. The licensee now states that the plugs are not
needed for shielding due to lower than expected radiation levels in the
reactor compartment and because access to the compartment is controlled with
steel plates. In reply to a question from the NRC staff, the licensee stated
that they have not performed an evaluation of this change. The Saxton project
manager stated that NRC would require additional information from the licensee
before a decision on replacing the shielding plugs after characterization
activities are completed with the steel plates could be made.

The licensee discussed the contents of the DP and the assumptions that went
into the formulation of the DP (see Enclosure 2). The licensee stated that
the DP would be submitted in early February. The licensee is planning to
remove the reactor vessel as one piece. They stated that the vessel filled
with grout would weigh about 100 tons and that this amount of weight is
routinely transported. The plan also contains information based on proposed
changes to the regulations that are under review. The NRC staff reminded the
licensee that activities based on the DP would have to follow the regulations
in place at the time of DP approval. The licensee has estimated that the
occupational exposure during decommissioning will be approximately
35 person-rem.
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The licensee presented results of characterization studies that have been
completed to date (see Enclosure 2). Occupational exposure during
characterization activities is about 2 person-rem. The majority of the
radioactive material remaining on site is in the reactor vessel.

The licensee discussed future work activities at the site (see Enclosure 2).
The licensee has divided the activities into work that the licensee believes
can be done under the existing technical specifications and work that requires
an amendment to the license. The staff replied that further consideration of
the licensee' presentation would be needed before any comn'ents could be made
on future activities at the site.

The licensee completed their presentation with a time line of events for
decommissioning. The NRC staff noted that they will give their best effort to
support the licensee's requested time line.
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The licensee presented results of characterization studies that have been
completed to date (see Enclosure 2). Occupational exposure during'

characterization activities is about 2 person-rem. The majority of the
radioactive material remaining on site is in the reactor vessel.

The licensee discussed future work activities at the site (see Enclosure 2).
The licensee has divided the activities into work that the licensee believes
can be done under the existing technical specifications and work that requires
an amendment to the license. The staff replied that further consideration of
the licensee's presentation would be needed before any comments could be made
on future activities at the site.

The licensee completed their presentation with a time line of events for
decommissioning. The NRC staff noted that they will give their best effort to
support the licensee's requested time line.
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Saxton Nuclear Docket Ns. 50-146>

Experimental Corporation*
;
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Pennsylvania Department of Carbon Township Supervisors
Environmental Resources ATTN: Penny Brode, Secretary.

: Bureau of Radiation Protection R. D. #1, Box 222-C ,

! ATTN: Margaret A. Reilly Saxton, Pennsylvania 16678 ,

P. O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 Hopewell Township Supervisors

;

. Mr. Jim Tydeman Secretary
ATTN: Sally Giornesto,

'

! 1402 Wall Street RR 1 Box 95
Saxton, Pennsylvania 16678 James Creek, Pennsylvania 16657-9512

4

Mr. James H. Elder, Chairman Mr. D. Bud McIntyre, Chairman,

: Concerned Citizens for SNEC Safety Broad Top Township Supervisors
Wall Street Ext. Broad Top Municipal . Building

i Saxton, Pennsylvania 16678 Defiance, Pennsylvania 16633

Mr. Ernest Fuller Pennsylvania Department of
R. D. #1 Environmental Resources4

' Six Mile Run, Pennsylvania 16679 Bureau of Water Quality Control
ATTN: James Flesher-

. Saxton Borough Council One Ararat Boulevard
! ATTN: Peggy Whited, Secretary Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110
! 9th and Spring Streets
'

Saxton, Pennsylvania 16678 Mr. Don Weaver, Chairman
Liberty Township Supervisors,

i Mr. Joseph Clapper, Chairman R. D. #1
Bedford County Commissioners Saxton, Pennsylvania 16678,

i County Court House
i

203 South Juliana Street U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Bedford, Pennsylvania 15522 Baltimore District

'

ATTN: S. Snarski/P. Juhle.

Mr. Larry Sather, Chairman P. O. Box 1715
Huntingdon County Commissioners Baltimore, Maryland 21203
County Court House
Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 16652 The Honorable Robert C. Jubelirer

! President Pro-Temp Senate of
i Saxton Community Library Pennsylvania
L 911 Church Street 30th District
. Saxton, Pennsylvania 16678 State Capitol

'

Dr. Robert L. Long, Executive
Vice President Mr. William G. Heysek

Saxton Nuclear Experimental Licensing Department,

Corporation TMI Nuclear Station
. 2574 Interstate Drive P. O. Box 480
j Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17110 Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

; Mr. Jack Wetmore, Manager
TMI Regulatory Affairs<

- GPU Nuclear Corporation
P.O. Box 480
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057-
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