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*

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
E If WASHINGTON, D.C. 20666 4 001j

k...../ February 12, 1996

Mr. Nicholas J. Liparulo
Nuclear Safety and Regulatory Activities
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

Dear Mr. Liparulo:

SUBJECT: REINITIATION OF REVIEW EFFORT FOR THE AP600 DESIGN CERTIFICATION
REVIEW

In a February 2, 1996 letter, Westinghouse states that, now that
Westinghouse's budget is in place, you want to work toward achieving the
following schedular goals for the design certification review of the AP600:

Supplement to the DSER (Codes and Testing) - April 30, 1996
Final SER (to Commission /ACRS/ Westinghouse) - December 20, 1996
FDA - April 1997

In addition, Westinghouse also provided a schedule for submitting revisions to
the SSAR, with the final revision to the standard safety analysis report
(SSAR) being submitted in July 1996.

As a result of Westinghouse's November 13, 1995, letter, and discussions with
your staff, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff focused its review
efforts on the specific technical areas of the AP600 design requested by
Westinghouse, and reduced its review efforts in other technical areas that
were not referenced in the letter. In those other areas, the staff has been
internally documenting the status of its safety review using the information
that had already been submitted by Westinghouse. During discussions with your
staff, Westinghouse was informed that the NRC review staff would be reassigned
to other review tasks as the documentation effort was completed.

As a result of the February 2,1996, letter, I have instructed my ' staff to
review the Westinghouse submittal dates, and develop what they feel is an
achievable schedule. The results of this evaluation will be used during the
schedule negotiations with your staff over the next two weeks. A senior
management meeting is being planned for February 23, 1996, during which I
expect to discuss a mutually agreed-upon schedule (although not necessarily
the one proposed by Westinghouse).

While determining how quickly we can reinitiate the AP600 review and what
review schedule can realistically be met, NRC management staff is considering
reviewer availability, contractor funds and availability, impact of
reinitiation on other reviews, number and complexity of remaining open items,
and number of intermediate milestones (submittal dates, number of expected
future meetings, additional requests for information, etc.). A schedule for
submitting key supporting information other than revisions to the SSAR will be
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needed formally from Westinghouse in order' for.the staff to properly project a
review schedule. We will be discussing these matters with you over the two
weeks. If you have any questions concerning this matter, you can contact
Thomas Kenyon at 415-1120.

>

Sincerely,t

'
., .

'

original' signed by:
'

,

Dennis M. Crutchfield,' Director
; Division of Reactor Program Management

Office of Nuclear. Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 52-003

cc: See next page
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| Westinghouse Electric Corporation AP600

cc: Mr. B. A. McIntyre Mr. Ronald Simard, Director
Advanced Plant Safety & Licensing Advanced Reactor Programs
Westinghouse Electric Corporation Nuclear Energy Institute
Energy Systems Business Unit 1776 Eye Street, N.W.
P.O. Box 355 Suite 300 1

Pittsburgh, PA 15230 Washington, DC 20006-3706

Mr. John C. Butler DSA, Inc.
Advanced Plant Safety & Licensing Attn: Lynn Connor
Westinghouse Electric Corporation Suite 610
Energy Systems Business Unit 3 Metro Center )Box 355 Bethesda, MD 20814 .

Pittsburgh, PA 15230
Mr. James E. Quinn, Projects Manager

Mr. M. D. Beaumont LMR and SBWR Programs
Nuclear and Advanced Technology Division GE Nuclear Energy
Westinghouse Electric Corporation 175 Curtner Avenue, M/C 165
One Montrose Metro San Jose, CA 95125
11921 Rockville Pike
Suite 350 Mr. John E. Leatherman, Manager
Rockville, MD 20852 SBWR Design Certification

GE Nuclear Energy, M/C 781
Mr. Sterling Franks San Jose, CA 95125
U.S. Department of Energy
NE-42 Barton Z. Cowan, Esq.
Washington, DC 20585 Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott

600 Grant Street 42nd Floor
Mr. S. M. Modro Pittsburgh, PA 15219
Nuclear Systems Analysis Technologies
Lockheed Idaho Technologies Company Mr. Ed Rodwell, Manager
Post Office Box 1625 PWR Design Certification
Idaho Falls, ID 83415 Electric Power Research Institute

3412 Hillview Avenue
Mr. Frank A. Ross Palo Alto, CA 94303
U.S. Department of Energy, NE-42
Office of LWR Safety and Technology Mr. Charles Thompson, Nuclear Engineer
19901 Germantown Road AP600 Certification
Germantown, MD 20874 U.S. Department of Energy |

NE-451 j

Washington, DC 20585 j
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