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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Joseph M. Farley Nuclear Plant - Unit 2
Licensee Event Report No. LER 92-004-00

Gentlemen:

Joseph M. Farley Nuclear Plant, Unit 2, Licensee Event Report No. LER
92-004-00 is being submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73. If you
have any questions, please advise.

Respectfull 2 bmit e

J C"
J. D. Woodard
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cc: Mr. S. D. Ebneter
Mr. G. F. Maxwell
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At 1145 on 5-9-92, it was recognized that an inoperable pressurizer pressure
channel, PT-455, had not been placed in the tripped condition as required by
Technical Specifications 3.3.1 and 3.3.2. At 0308 on 5-9-92, PT-455 had been
channel checked and found to be reading low and outside the maximum channel
deviation of 48 psig, rendering it inoperable. The channel was placed in trip
at 1243 on 5-9-92. Investigation determined the transmitter to be out of
tolerance lowm It was returned to service following calibration and declared
operable at 2019 on 5-9-92.

The failure to meet the action statements of Technical Specifications 3.3.1 and
|; 3.3.2 was caused by personnel error. The Plant Operators performing the

surveillance failed to inform the Shift Supervisor that PT-455 was inoperable'

because, through miscommunications during shift turnover, the Plant Operators
, assumed that the transmitter had been declared inoperable and that the required
j actions had been met for an inoperable pressurizer pressure transmitter. The
| Shift Supervisor reviewing the completed surveillance data did not recognize
| that PT-455 had become inoperable. A subsequent review by the Shift Supervisor

'

| on the following shift identified that PT-455 had drif ted cut of tolerance and

| become inoperable.
|

| The Plant Operators and the Shift gervisor involved were coached on the
expectations for performance and review of surveillance. Shift personnel have
been ms3e aware of this event and this event will be covered during the next
cycle of requal!ficat!on rcaining.

--

m .e-~ n - . - - . , ,, , -r --- -..



_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ - _ ___ -_. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - -

... y

fgJt4A . U.5. WW RWiWI L4makenh (v1 3 GiD4

~

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)'
TEXT-CONTINUATION

FACILITY NAME,(1): DOCKET huMBER (2)-- LER NUMBtR (5) PAGE (3)
(EAR SEQ hum REV

IJoseph M. Farley Nuclear Plant - Unit 2 05000364 92 004 00 2 CF 3y_

^ Itu

Plant ' and Systein Indentification

Westinghouse Pressurized Water-Reactor
Energy Industry Identification System codes are identified in the text as [XX].

Summary of Event
s

At 1145 on 5-9-92, it was recognized that an i m perable pressurizer pressure
channel (JG), PT-455, had_not been placed in the tripped condition as required
by Technical Specifications 3.3.1-and '.3.2. When a prersu'.1zer pressure

~

channel is-inoperable, Technical Specarications 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 allow startup
and/or_ power operation to proceed until performance of the next required channel
functional test, provided the inoperable channel is placed in the tripped
condition-within one hour.

' At 0308 on 5-9 92, PT-455 was channel checked and found to be reading low and
outside the maximum channel deviation of 48 psig, rendering it in merable. The
channel was placed in trip at 1243 on 5-9 92. Investigation detot ined the
transmitter to be out of tolerance low. The transmitter was retut <d to service
following-calibration and declared operable at 2018 on 5-9-92.

Description of Event

-Or 5-8 92 at 0740, PT-455 was reading 45 psi below PT-456 and a Maintenance Work
Request - (6'R) was written. This 45 psi difference was within channel check
allowable tolerance for operability. The channel reading difference hold
constant on day and evening shift. During turnover at the end of evening shift, -

-the night shift Plant Operator was informed that PT 455 had drifted low and that
_

an &'R had been submitted to repair the channel. The night shif t Plant Operator
assumed-that the channel was out of Technical. Specification tolerance and that
-appropriate-actions had been taken. On 5-9 92 at'0308, the night shift Plant
Operator, performing a channel check on PT-455 per FNP-2-STP 1,0, " Operation
Daily And Shift Surveillance Requirements," recorded that PT-455 was reading 60
psi lower than PT 456 which was outside of the maximua oilowed deviation of 48

s psi._ He assumed, based on miscommunications during his shif t turnover, that the
-Technical Spacification actions for an inoperable pressurizer pressure channel
-had been met and noted the-previously written MWR number on FNP_-2-STP-1.0. The
Plant operator'did not verify that the Technical Specification action statements
for-an inoperable pressure channel _had been met. In addition, a subsequent

~

review of-the completed surveillance by the Shift-Supervisor did not identify
that ET 455_had drifted out of tolerance and had thus become inoperable.

_ - w
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Oi, day shift 5-9 92, a second Plant Operator made the same assumption based on
hi. shift turnover. The Shift Supervisor on day shift, in his review of the
TNP.2-STP.1.0, identified at 1145, that PT-455 had previously become inoperable
at 0308 and placed PT-455 in the tripoed condition at 1243 on 5 9-92. Since tbt
inoperable channel was not placed in tripped condition within one hour of the
channel check that recorded the channel being outside the maxinnun channel
deviation, Technical Specifications 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 actions were not met. The 1
inoperable channel was returned to service at 2018 on 5-9-92. *

Er
Cause of Event

The failure to mee' the w. ion statements of Technical Specifications 3.3.1 and
3.3.2 was caused by aet;onnel error. The night shif t ar.d day shif t Plant T-
Operators perforan g the surveillance failed to inform the Shift Supervisor that b
PT-455 was inoperable. Through miscommunications during their shif* *urnovers, '

the Plant operatore assumed that the transmitter had been declared inoperable [and that the required actions had been met for an inoperable pressurizer
pressure transmitter. The night shift Shift Supervisor reviewing the completed '

surveillance did not recognize that PT-455 had become inoperable.

Reportability Analysis and Safety Assessment

This event is reportable because Technical Specifications 3.3.1 and 3.3.2
actions were not met.

The inoperable channel was returned to service at 2018 on 5-9-92.
_

This event had no effect on plant operation. The health and safety of the
public was not affected by this event.

Correctivg y tion [
The Plant Operators were coached on their inadequate communication during
turnover and their failure to verify that the bistable indication on the Main
Control board was consistent with the I.imited Condition for Operation (LCO)
which they believed to be in effect. The Shift Supervisor was coached on the

,
recessity of a thorough review of completed surveillance. In addition, shift
personnel have been made aware of this event cnd this event will be covered with

licensed personnel during the next cycle of requalification training.

Additional Information

This event would not have been more severe if it had occurred under ditferent
operating conditions.

LER 84-010-00, Unit 2, involved steam flow channel FT-475 not being placed in
the tripped condition within one hour of the channel's inoperable condition. -
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