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September 6, 1984

Docket No. 50-289

Mr. Richard Gibson
c/o The School of Living
R.D. 7, Box 388
York, Pennsylvania 17402

Dear Mr. Gibson:

At the limited appearance session for the Three Mile Island Unit I steam
generator hearing which was held in Middletown on July 16 and 17, 1984 you
raised two questions. Your paraphrased questions, and the NRC Staff's
answers, are attached.

I trust this letter is responsive to your questions.

Sincerely,

"0EGINAL S!0ED BY:"
Mary E. Wagner
Counsel for NRC Staff

Attachment: As stated
'

cc: Service list
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1. If Three Mile Island Unit 1 is converted to coal as a heat source, will
the steam generator tube corrosion problems still exist?

2. Is it feasible to convert Three Mile Island Unit 1 to hydroelectric or
some alternative energy source?

The Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, and the Energy Reorganization Act
of 1974, specify the areas of Nuclear Regulatory Commission responsibility.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission's involvement in any conversion from
nuclear energy to another heat source would be associated with ensuring that
the publit health and safety is protected from residual radiation from the
original nuclear components. If a decision were made to convert Three Mile
Island Unit No. I to an alternative heat source, the Licensee would not use
all components which are part of the nuclear plant. The NRC would review
which components would be used after a conversion and ensure that
appropriate measures were incorporated to protect the public from residual
radioactivity.

In the event Three Mile Island Unit I were converted to an alternative
energy source, it is unlikely that the nuclear steam generators would be
used. Therefore, the question of possible continued steam generator
corrosion is likely moot.

The fea'sibility of converting TMI-1 to alternate energy sources is bestn
answered by others. We are aware that consideration has been given by some
utilities to converting nuclear plants not yet completed to coal operation,
but to our knowledge this has not actually been done.
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Mr. R. J. Toole Jordan D. Cunningham, Esq.
O&M Director, THI-l Fox, Farr and Cunningham

*
GPU Nuclear Corporation 2320 North 2nd Street
P. O. Box 480 Ha. risburg, Pennsylvania 17110
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Ms. Louise Bradford
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Board of Directors 1011 Green Street
P.A.N.E. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17102
P. O. Box 268
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 Ms. Marjorie M. Aamodt

R. D. #5
Coatesville, Pennsylvania 19320

Docketing and Service Section Earl B. Hoffman
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Dauphin County Commissioner
Washington, D. C. 20555 Dauphin County Courthouse

Fmnt and Market Streets
Chauncey Kepford Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101
Judith H. Johnsrud
Envimnmental Coalition on Nuclear Power Ellyn R. Weiss
433 Orlando Avenue Harmon, Weiss & Jordan
State College, Pennsylvania 16801 20001 S Street

Suite 430
Judge Reginald L. Gotchy Washington, D.C. 20009
Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Ivan W. Smith, Esq., Chairman
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~ .U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mr. Thomas E. "urleh Regional Administrator Washington, D.C.
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20555

631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Gary J. Edles, Chairman-
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Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal.

Board-

ANGRY /TMI PIRC
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

'

Washington, DC 205551037 Maclay Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17103 Dr. John H. Buck

Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal
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John Levin, Errq. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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FedIral Emergency ManagemInt Ag;ncy* -

Mr. Thomas M. G rusky, Director ATTN: Docket Cicrk
.

Bureau of Radiation Protection 1725 I Street, NW -

Pennsylvania Department of Washington, DC 20472
Environmental Resources -

Karin W. Carter, Esq.
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0 ox 7

.
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

liarvin I. Lewis
6504 Dradford Terrace Dr. James Lamb
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19149 313 Woodhaven Road

Chapel Hill., North Carolina 27514

G. F. Trowbridge, Esq. Dauphin County Office Emergency,
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge Preparedness
1800 M Street, N.W. Court House Rcom 7 -
Washington, D. C. 20036 Front & Market Streets

L Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101
' J. S. Wetmore

Manager, PWR Licensing Christine ~ N.~ Kohl, Esq.
GPU Nuclear Corporation Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal
100 Interpace Parkway Board
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555
'

Ms. Lennie Prough
U. S. N. R. C. - TMI Site
P. O. Box 311
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057

Ms. Virginia Southard, Chairman Mr. Robert B. Borsum
Citizens for a Safe Environment Babcock & Wilcox
264 Walton Street Nuclear Power Generation Division
Lemoyne, Pennsylvania 17043 Suite 220', 7910 Woodmont Avenue

Bethesda, Maryland 20814
Dr. David Hetrick
Professor of. Nuclear Energy Mr. Gustave A. Linenberger, Jr.
University of Arizona Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
Tucson, Arizona 85721 U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555
Mr. David D. Maxwell, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
Londonderry Township
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Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057 Hr. C. W. Smyth

THI-l Licensing flanager
GPU Nuclear Corporation

Regional Radiation Representative P. O. Box 480
EPA Reaion III Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057
Curtis' Building (Sixth Floor)
6th and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

,

Mr. Richard Conte Governor's Office of State Planning
SeniorResidentInspector(TMI-1) and Development

U.S.N.R.C. ATTN: Coordinator, Pennsylvania
P. 0. Box 311 State Clearinghouse

Middletown. Pennsylvania 17057 P. O. Box 1323
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Sheldon J. Wolfe, Esq., Chairman
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board
Washington, D.C. 20555

Hs. Jane Perkins
City Government Center
10 North flarket Square
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101

Jane Lee
-183 Valley Road
Etters, Pennsylvania 17319

Bruce Molholt
Haverford College
Haverford, Pennsylvania 19041

Norman Aamodt
R. D. #5, Box 428
Coatesville, Pennsylvania 19320

Michael McBride, Esq.
LeBoeuf, Lamb, Leiby & ficRae
Suite 1100
1333 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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