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MBLIC NOTICE
'

$7 i
~

NRC STAFF PROPOSES TO AMEND OPERATING Eje-
LICENSE AT LA SALLE COUNTY STATION, UNIT 2 [i =:$Tha Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff has received on op-

plication dated August 2,.1984, from Commonwealth Edison io[w j
iCcmpany (licensee) for on exigent om'endment to the operot- , "

ing licznse for to Solle County Station, Unit 2 located in La ?"a

Solls County, Illinois. -5
.;;. ~ " ~ ~ :.;

if approved, the amendment would vocate Amendment No. 3 |
. . . . . . . ==

) ;1
~'" : ={.h

'

and rsinstate License Condition 2.C. (7) of License NPF-18 re- "~"
p

quiring mstollotion of instrumentation that would outomati.
,

== .=::.

colly shot down the reactor (in the startup and refueling [ '- " " ' '

modss only) in the event of low control rod drive pump dis-
d.2

prior to completion of the startup test program, E , , . _,_ -.."]R
; :_ch3rg2 pressure. This condition was to have been satisfied 5

By lattzr dated May 24,1984 Commonwealth Edison Company ~" "~~"

(lic:nses) requested a license amendment which was issued
, . . . . . . .

. ..y' ' ''

=.=a=
"""

as Amsndment No. 3 effective July 24,1984, and was intended E '"~' = """

to both satisfy License Condition 2.C. (7) and provide the ne- E
cassory Technical Specifications to assure proper operation of 5 ~~". . . . . . . 1

~"d="

this nsw scram capability. l.; "j.a= '

By latt r dated August 2,1984, the licensee requested on exi. I.'. '.')gant omsndment to vocate Amendment No. 3 to the license, F). .c=
.

citing ths f act that, on July 30,1984, while testing the modifi- t:

--
" '' ="' .j

colion, spurious scroms occurred, indicating problems with E =~~--
a

tha existing trip setpoints. The licensee's initial investigation . . ."""
>

._3C :-- 2:suggsst that the probable cause is that the conservative set- E"
. , - .

. . . . . . . . . . . = . .=
points may not have sufficient margin against the current dis- "-"~"

charge pressure of control rod drive (CRD) pumps. Additional .m.= =
,

:= =- =+===
onolysis is necessary to determine setpoints which would both
avoid unnecessary scroms and fulfill the intended safety func. a

tion of this modification. Accordingly, the licensee hos re-
qu:strd that the changes to the license and the Technical Spe. -ig
cifications authorized by Amendment No. 3 to NPF-18 not be

~

mods effsetive until completion of the startup test program,
os was originally provided for in License Condition 2.C. (7). a=,

==
. . .=:Prior to issuonce of License Amendment No. 3, License Condi. N ~~~

tion 2.C. (7) allowed the licensee until completion of the "Estartup tast program in order to install this additional scram
capability. The startup test program is still underway and is
sxpsctsd to be completed in October 1984. Therefore, vocat- :
ing License Amendment No. 3, simply reinstates that license 1

condition and does not constitute a significant hozords consid- [
erotio.n Eu
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Sinca this plant modification has caused spurious reactor trips, _ , _ _'::
_...

~

wa egr:e that it is prudent not to require the modification to
-" "-"

be op; roble until this problem is resolved and oppropriate h"
.._..

""" ~

c fractive' action is taken. In the interim, to avoid spurious
scrcms, while resolving the problem, the licensee has stated ""~

in a July 31,1984 letter that it intends to simply jumper out the
low pressure scrom logic, thus isolating this installed modifi. """

cotion from the plants reactor protection system. We find this
occcpt:ble. The NRC willinspect these jumpers to assure that
thry h:ve been properly installed. ....

: ==

The Ccmmission has determined that a timely application for
_ """

the proposed change was mode and that exigent circum- . . . _ . _

stancss do exist and were not the result of any fault of the li.
~~

c:nssa. The exigent circumstances result from the fact that
the tims is needed to confirm the cause of the problem and to
establish on adequate basis for any proposed changes in the """
scram sstpoint. By requesting on exigent review, the licensee L.
is avoiding a possible emergency amendment request in the E.
evsnt that Unit 2 were to incur o shutdown in the immediate 2. . .m . .

futura and this new scram capability would not allow the unit
to rsstsrt due to odditional spurious scroms.

::
Following on initial review of this 'opplication, the NRC staff

'

hos m:da o proposed (preliminary) determination that the re-
qusstsd amendment involves no significant hozords consider-
otion. Under NRC regulations, this means that the proposed
omandment does not involve a significant increase in the
prob bility or consequences of an occident, would not create .

tha psssibility of a new or different kind of on occident, or in- .. A*gg:u.
volve o significant reduction in a sofety margin.
The Commission h'as determined that due to exigent circum-
stancss there is not sufficient time to publish notice in the F,.e;

<.=-

deral Regn.tgr for public comment before issuance of the pro.
"= "

possd cetion. *

If tha proposed determination that the requested license
omendmant involves no significant hozords consideration be- 1

m "'

cemis final, the stoff will issue the amendment without first ==x-..
offsring en opportunity for o public hearing. An opportunity
for o hearing will be published in the Federal Register of a lo-
t r dots and any hearing request will not delay the effective , :.

data of the amendment. ,_'
=

If the staff decides in its final determination that the amend. e =
ment doss involve o significant hozords consideration, o no- p.
tice of opportunity for a prior hearing will be published in the L.
Federal Register and, if a hearing is granted, it will be held 4" ?E
belore the amendment is issued. p;, =::.

' Comm2nts on the proposed determination oi no significant ha. F '

zords consideration may be telephoned to Albert Schwencer, b
Chisi of Licensing Bronch No. 2, by collect call to 301-492 7435 E Z

> or submitted in writing to the Secretary of the Commission, U. D ~E
, S. Nuclsor Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555, ~"

'"

Attn: Docketing and Service Branch. All comments received by
=

' August 27,1984 will be considered in reaching a final determi. u.w -

notion. 'A copy of the opplication may be examined at the
. . . . . . . . .

'=pE
1., ""~ 1r

NRC's 1: col public document room located at the Public Library"
i of Illinois Valley Community College, Rural Route No. 1 == =. n

' Ogelsby, Illinois 61448, cnd of the Commission's Public Doc-
; umsnt Room,1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. =" EE
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