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Abstract:

On July 9, 1984, with Unit 2 in the cold shutdown condition,
smoke detector alarms were received from the Unit 2 Battery and
4KV Emergency Switch Gear Rooms. Investigation by the Fire
Brigade revealed that there was no fire and the reason for the
alarms could not be determined. An hourly firewatch patrol was
already established in the area for fire barrier penetration
sealing work, which was nearing completion. Therefore, to
prevent further unneeded activation of the Fire Brigade, it was
considered allowable to remove smoke detectors from service in
accordance with Technical Specification 3.14.C.2. Removing the
detectors from service, however, violated the recent revision of
Technical Specification 3.14.D.3 requirements for inoperable fire
barriers. An expedited copy of this revision was in use, but the
controlled copies had not yet been issued. No problems were
detected by the hourly fire watch patrol while the detectors were
out of service; procedure A-29, Review and Implementation of
Amendments to Technical Specifications, will be revised to
improve the method of informing shift supervision of changes to
Technical Specifications, and personnel involved will be
counseled on being fully aware of and understanding newly issued

Technical Specification revisions,
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Description of the Event:

On July 9, 1984, with Unit 2 a: zero percent power and in cold
shutdown condition, spurious fire alarms were received from the
Unit 2 Battery and Emergency Switch Gear Rooms fire detection
systems. Ilnvestigation by the Fire Brigade revealed that there
was no fire and the reason for the spurious alarms could not be
determined. An hourly fire watch patrol was already established
in the area as a result of fire barrier penetration sealing work,
which was nearing completion., Therefore, it was considered
allcwable, to prevent further unneeded activation of the Fire
Brigade, to remove the detec:ors from service in accordance with
Technical Specification 3.14.C.2. Technical Specification
3.14.C.2 requires that if all fire detection in an area is
inoperable, an hourly fire watch patrol must be established.
However, removing the smoke detectors from service violated
Technical Specification 3.1.4.D.3 for Unit 2, as amended June 20,
1984 by Amendment No. 98. This new amendment requires that a
continuous fire watch on cne side of an inoperable fire barrier
be established, or the operability of fire detectors on at least
one side of the fire barrier be verified and an hourly fire watch
patrol be established. As previously stated, in the case of the
Battery and 4kV Emergency Switch Gear Rooms, an hourly fire watch
patrol and detection operability was being employed as the
compensatory measure for the non-functional fire barriers.
Amendm=at 98 went into effect on June 20 and 2xpedited copies of
the amendment were issued to the Contrnl Room as required by
procedure A-29, "Review and Implementation of Amendments to
Technical Specifications". Prior to removing the smoke
detection, the controlled Technical Specifications were
referenced; however, Amendment No. 98 controulled distribution had
not yet been made. Shift Supervision, not aware of the changes
to Technical Specification 3.14.D.3, decided that the hourly fire
watch patrol would suffice to remove detection and therefore had
the smoke detection circuitry removed from service.

Consequences of the Event:

Inoperable fire barriers existed in the Battery Rooms and 4kV
Emergency Switchgear Rooms when the spurious alarms were
received. An hourly fire watc. patrol was in place for the rooms
and no fire problems were detected during the time the smoke
detectors were out-of-service.
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Cause of the Event:

Results of the investigation of the spurious aiartms were
inconclusive, although, it is believed that dust in the area,
generated by the fire barrier penetration work, may have
trigocered the smoke detectors. A continuous fire watch was not
posted in those areas as a result of the unavailability of a
controlled copy of the revised Technical Specification regarding
the fire watch requirements for fire barriers and unfamiliarity
on the part of station personnel with the Technical
Specifications as recently revised by Amendment No. 98 for Unit
2.

Corrective Actions:

The smoke detectors were returned to service on July 17, 1984.
The personnel involved in this event will be counseled on the
importance of familiarization with newly issued amendments to the
Technical Specifications. Procedure A-29, "Review and
Implementation of Amendments to Technical Specifications", will
be revised to improve the method of informing shift supervision
of the revisions. Additionally, the revision will provide
measures to ensure that newly issued amendments to the Technical
Specifications, which are issued on an expedited basis, are
placed in the appropriate controlled copies of the Technical
Specifications.
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PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY
2301 MARKET STREET
P.O. BOX 8699

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19101

(215) 841-4000
August 20, 1984

Docket No. 50-277

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

SUBJECT: Licensee Event Report |

This LER concerns the inoperability of the smoke detectors
in the Battery Rooms and Emergency Switchgear Rooms on Unit 2.

Reference: Docket No. 50-277

Report Number: 2-84-15

Revision Number: 00

Event Date: July 15, 1984

Report Date: August 20, 1984

Facility: Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station

RD #1, Box 208, Delta, PA 17314

This LER is submitted pursuant to the requirements of 10 CFR
50.73(a) (2) (i). This LER submittal was delayed to obtain better
information concerning this event,.

Very trulw~yours,

” 4
R k"“z]w((' L
W. T. Ullrich

Superintendent
Nuclear Generation Division

cc: Dr, Thomas E, Murley, Administrator
Region I, USNRC

Mr. A. R. Blough, Site Inspector
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