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Docket Nos. 50-498
50-499
License Nos, NPF-76
NPF =80

Houston Lighting & Power Company

ATTN: Donald P, Hall, Group
Vice President, Nuclear

P'Ou Box 1700

Houston, Texas 77251

Gentlemen:
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 50-498/91-34; 50-499/91-34

Thank ou for your letter of March 27, 1992, in response to our letter and
Notice of Violation (498;499/9134-01) dated February 26, 1992, We have revlewed
your reply and find it responsive to the concerns raised in our Notice of
Violatior, We will review the implementation of your cot “ective actions during
a future inspection to determine that full compliance has heen achieved and
will be maintained,

Sincerely,

l:lllllllullilhﬂ
Thamas P. Gwyna

A, B111 Beach, Director
Division of Reactor Projects

cc:

Houston Lighting & Power Company
ATTN: William J, Jump, Manager
Nuclear Licensing

P.0, Box 289
Wadsworth, Texas 77483

City of Austin

Electric Utility Department
ATTN: J. C, Lanfer/M, B, Lee
F.0, Box 1088

Austin, Texas 78767
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BA. & "!hulh Tenas Project Blectric Generating Station PO Box 2088 Wadsworth, Teavas
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March 27, 1992
ST~HL-AE-4038
File No.: G02.04
10CFR 2.201

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 2055%

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station
Unit 1
Docket No. STN 50-498
Reply to Notice of Vielation 9134-01

Y2483

Regacding a Containment Intearity Technical Specification Viclation

Houston Lighting & Power Company (HL&P) has reviewed Notice
of Viclation 9134-01 dateu February 26, 1992. HL&P concurs that
the cited violation occurred. HL&P has addressed the concerns
relating to the wunderstanding of Technical Specification
containment integrity requirements by a broad range of personnel
in our staff. The violstion has been addressed as the subject of
the attached Licensee Event Report $2-002 (Unit 1). 1In addition
to the actions addressed in the Licensee Event Report a bulletin
will be issied to operations, managewent and technical staff
perscnnel. The bulletin will remind these personnel, when
determining operability requirements or plant conditions for a
given circumstance, to review not only the applicable Technical
Specification sections, but also the applicable Updated Final
Safety Analysis Report (UFSAR) sections. The bulletin will be
issued by April 13, 1982,

HL&P is in full compliance Annd appropriate actions are being
taken to prevent recurrence.
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Houston Lighting & Power Company
South Texas Froject Electiic Generating Station

ST-HL~AE~4038
File No.: G02.04
Page 2

I1f you should have any questions on this aatter,
please contact Mr. C. A. Ayala at (512) 972-8628 or me at

(512) 972-72058
714 ui %M.'_)
William J. J

Manager,
Nuclear Licensing

RAD/krm
Attachment: Licensee Event Report 92-002

Regarding a Containment Intogrity
Technical Specification Vislation (ST<HL=-AE-4000)
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Houston Lighting & Power Company
South Texa h&« Electric Gea’:ming Station

o

Regional Administrator, Region 1V
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlingte TX 76014

George Dick, Project Manager
U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 205558

J. 1. Tapia

Senior Resident Inspector
/0 U, 8. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

P, O, Box 910

Bay City, TX 77414

J. R. Newman, Esquire
Newman & Moltzinger, P.C.
1615 L Street, N.W,

Washington, DC 20036

D. E. Ward/T. M. Puckett
Central Power and Light Company
P. O, Box 2121

Corpus Caristi, TX 78403

J. €. Lanier/M. B. lLee
City of Austin

Electric Utility Department
P.O, Box 1048

Austin, TX 78767

K. J. Fieller/M. T. Hardt
City Public Service Board
P. 0. Box 1771

San Antonio, TX 7829%6

e el e e e el

ST=HL~AE~ 4038
Tile No.: G02.04
Page 3

Rufus 8. Scott
Associate Ceneral Counsel

Housteon Lighting & Power Company

P. 7. Box 61867
Houston, TX 77208

INPO

Records Center

1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339~3064

Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie
50 Bellport Lane
Bellport, NY 11713

D. K. Lecker

Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of Health
11C0 West 49th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3189

Revised 10/11/91
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Houston Lighting & Powe:

February 20,
ST-HL-AE-4000
File No.: G2¢
10CFRS50,73

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Wash’ngton, DC 2055¢

South Texas Project
Unit 1
Docket No. STN 50-4%8
Licensee Event Report 92-002 Regarding a
Containment Integrity Technical Specification Vigclation

Pursuant to 10CFR50.73, Houston Lighting & Power (HL&D)
submits the attached Licensee Event Report %2-002 regarding a
containment integritiy Technical Specification viclation. This
event did not have adverse impact on the health and safety of the
public.

I1f you should have any questions on this matter, pleas
contact Mr. C. A. Ayals at (512) 972-8628 or me at (512) 9 1205,

d
‘_7".‘\'.‘.t‘.l{".\ : “‘d>\vh:7_
William J. Jump” ° '

Manager,
Nuclear Licensing

JMP/sh

Attachment: LER 92-002z (South Texas, UUnit 1)
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Houstor: Lighting & Power Company
South Tesas Project Electric Generating Station

ce:

Regionnl Administrator, R jon IV
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

611 Rvan P'aza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

George Dick, Project Manager
U.8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 205855

J. 1. Tapia

Senior Res.dent inspector

c/0 U, . Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

P. O. Box 910

Bay City, TX 77414

J. R. Newman, Esquire
Newman & Holtzinger, P.C.
161% L Street, N.W.
washington, DC 20036

D. E. Ward/T. M. Puckett
Central Power and Light Company
P, 9. Box 2121

Corpus Christi, TX 78403

J. €. lanier/N. B. lee

City of 2ustin

Electric Dtility Department
P.O., Box aUrR

Austin, TX 78767

Ks J. Fiedler/M. T. Hardt
City Public serxrvice ovard
P. 0. B 1773

San Antonie, TX 782%6

L& SHRCY/

ST=HL~AE~-4000
File No.: G260
Page 2

Rufus §. Scott
Associate General Counsel

Houston Lighting & Power Company

. 0, Box 61867
Houston, TX 77208

INFO

Records Center

1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30239-3064

Dr. Joseph M. Mendrie
§0 Bellport lane
Bellport, NY 11713

D. ¥. Lacker

Bureau of Radiation Control
Texas Department of Heal.h
1100 West 4%th Street
austin, T 78756-318%
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COMELETE ONE LINE FOR TADK COMPONINT $ AL UM DESCRIBED 1N THis RIPOERY (1]

On January 24, 1992, Unit 1 was in Mode 1 at 100% when it was discovered
that containment integrity reguirements were violated beginning on
October 18, 1991, und lasting approximately 47 hours. R pairs were made
to a leaking handhole cover on the secondary side of steam generator 1C,
while the unit was in Mode 4, in violation of the containment integ: .ty
Technical Specification. This event was caused by a misinterpretation
of the reguirements of the containment integrity Technica’
Specifications. Corrective actions include dissemination of information
regarding this event to plant management and appropriate Operations,
Licensing, and Scheduling personnel. This event will also be reviewed
with appropriate plant personnel during Licensed Operator Requalification
training and through a Management and Technical staff training bulletin.
Additionally, Maintenance will add guidance to appropriate procedures,
that containment integrity is reguired in Modes 1 through 4 and that
opening secondary steam geneérator covers breaches contsinment integrity.
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RESCRIPTION OF EVENT: ‘CONT'D)

! A review of the work document, performed prior to the event by
! wanagement personnel, failed tc disclose that removing the handhole
; cover in Mode 4 is a Technical Specitications viclation.
pPiscussions with the involved personnel indicated that they were
not awave that the MSIVs are not leak rate tested and therefore,
could not be used as containment isolation valves.

This event was recognized to be a reportable event after a similar
situaticn arose during ferced outage activities in Unit 2 in
January, 19%2. During this January, 1992, event, plant managenment
and personnel recognized that repairs tc a leaking handhole of the
Steam Generator would be a violation of Technica) Specifications
and the unit was brought tu Mode $ to perform the repairs.

CAVSE QF THE EVENT:

This event was caused by a misinterpretation of the reguirements
of Technical Specification 3.6.1.1. Station personnel responsible
for decisions regarding Technical Specification applicability made
an incorrect assurption based on the misconception that the MSIV
could be used as a Containment Isclaticn Valve.

Ty
VEB

Technical Specification 3.6.1.1 reqguires that if conta.nment
iategrity is lost, it rust be vestored within 1 hour or the Unit
must be in Mode & within 30 hours. Since the handhole cover was
loose fyr approximately 47 hours, this event represents a Technical
Specifications wviolation and is reportable, pursuant to
10CFRS0.73(a)(2)(1)(k). Since the MSIVs are not leak tested per
10CFRS0 Appendix J requirements, it could not be ensured that
| containment leakige rates were within the limits set by Technical
| Specifications. This event did not resuit in an increased risk to
the safe cperation of the plant.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

1. Dissemination of this LER to plant management has stressed that
the Steam Generators are part of che containment boundary and

that credit cannct be taken for the MEIVs to maintain
containment integrity. This informatinn wag¢ also disseminated
te appropriate Operations, Licensing, and Scheduling persaonnel.
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: (CONT'D)

2.

This event will be reviewed with appropriate plant personnel in
Licensed Operators Requalification training and through a
Management and Technical Staff training bulletin. Guidance on
the necessity of performing thorough reviews of applicable
Technical Specifications before authorizing work will
be provided. Thie training will be completed by May 22, 1992.

The Maintenance Department will add guidance to appropriate
procedures, that containment integrity is required in Modes 1-4
and that opening secondary side steam generator covers breaches
containment integrity. The procedures will be revised by
April 15, 19%2.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

There hive been neo previous events at STP involving a containmeont
integrity Technical Specification violation,

LER\S203800 .1




