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On July 31. 1984,'at 0944 hours a fuli core scram was received when the reactor mode
switch was placed in the Refuel position for an instrument surveillance. Prior to the
mode switch change, the Operator checked the Control Rod Drive charging water pressure,
which initiates a scram signal in the Refuel Mode, for low pressure. This pressure was
normal. Investigation subsequent to the scram showed the Control Room indicator was
indicati'ng 175 psi higher than actual pressure and that the CRD pumps provided pressures
only slightly higher than the low pressure instrument trip points. A Technical Specifica-
tion change is being sought to reduce the trip setpoints.
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j. 1. DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

On July 31,1984, at 0944 hours during the performance of LIS-NR-405, Unit 2 Rod
Block Honitor Functional Test, the reactor mode switch was placed in the Refuel

j position for the purpose of checking rod insert and withdrawal blocks (AA) . When
the mode switch position was changed to Refuel, a full core scram was received,

i due to low Control Rod Drive (AA) charging water header pressure.
,
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i 11. CAUSE
4

3
Before placing the mode switch in Refuel, the Operator checked the charging water
header pressure on the Control Room Indicator and found the pressure to be normal.

j. Alarms indicating a low header pressure existed were believed to be a part of
testing of this new scram function which was being' tested by Technical Staff per-

,

sonnel. Subsequent , investigation revealed that the Control Room' indicator was
indicating 175 psi greater than actual pressure and that the Control Rod Drive4

| pumps were capable of only providing pressures slightly above the instrument trip
setpoint.

Ill. PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES OF THE OCCURRENCE

'

At the time of the scram, Unit 2 was in Condition 3, Hot Shutdown, with all control
rods fully inserted. The Reactor Protection system (JC) and the Low Control Rod
Drive pressure scram operated properly for the conditions that were' present by
providing a full core scram.

IV. CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
.

A Technical Specification revision is being sought to lower the trip setpoint
for this scram. Interim operation is capable by closing the minimum flow valve4

on the Control Rod Drive pumps which provides increased pressure to the charging
'I water header.

V. PREVIOUS OCCURRENCES

None. .

. VI. HAME AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PREPARER
l

'' Rick Shields, 815/357-6761, extension 514.
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August 17, 1984
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U. 5. Nucicar Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk

'

, Washington, D.C. 20555- i
,

I '

Dear Sir:,

!' Reportable Occurrence Report #84-045-00, Docket #050-374 is being sub - '

mitted to your. office in accordance with 10 CFR 50 73
,

e

L
i

G.'J. Diederich;
t Superintendent
j LaSalle County Station -

GJD/MLD/kg

Enclosure|

xc: NRC, Regional Director
i INPO-Records Center

File /NRC
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