VERMONT YANKERE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

F. O BOX 157
GOVERNOR HUNT ROAD
VERNON. VERMONT (5354

May 12, 1992

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Docurant Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 2085%

REFERENCE: Operating License DPR-28
Docket No., 50-271
Reportable Dccurrence No. LER 92-014

Dear Sire:

As defined by 10 CFR 50.73, we are reporting the attached Reportable
Occurrance 48 LER 92-014.

Very truly yours,

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

. /‘l ' -
Donald A. Reid
Plant Manager

eet Regional Administrator
USNRC
Region I
475 RAllendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406
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RRC Porm 368 U.8. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMiISSION AFPROVED OME NO. 3]150-01014

{6-8%) EXVIRES 4/20792

ESTIMATED BURDEN FER RESFONSE TO COMPLY

WITH THIS INFORMATION COLLECTION REQUEST)

S50.0 HRS. PORWARD COMMENTS REGARDING BUFEDEN
ESTINATE TO THE RECORDSE AND REPOKTES MANAGEMENT
LICENSEE EVENT RRPORT (LER) BRANCH (P~530), V.8, NUCLEAR RECULATORY
COMMIBRION, WASHINGTONR, 0C 20585, AND T0 THE
PAPERWORE REDUCTIGN PROJECT (3160-0104), Qrrice
OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGEY, WASHINGTON, OO 20603,

FACILITY BAME (1) ‘ BOCKET NO. (3] PAGE {3
VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION o §s fo o lo |2 |7 |s olz_[or | ofs
TITLE (&)
INADVERTENT SCRAM AND ECCSH INITIATION WHILE SHUTDOWN WHEN REJTORING FOUR LEVEL TRANSMITTERE T8 SERVICE
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LICENSEY CONTACT FOR THIS LER (lJ)
BAME TELEFHUNE N
AREA
CCDE
DONALD A. KELD, PLANT MAHAGER eflofzlz]s)a|-]21=]a)c
COMPLETE ONE LINE POF EACH COMPONENT FAILURE DESCRISED IN THIS REPORT (13
CAUSE|BYST COMPONIHY MFR REPORTABLE CAUSL |8y 5T COMPONENT MFR REFORTABLE
TD WNPRES PRy I TC NPRDS
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SUBMISSI0ON
y BATE 115%)
¥ES (if yes, ¢umplete EXPECTED SUBMISSION DATE) |X NG
ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approx. fifteen single-space typewritten lines) (is)

On April 12,1992 at 0526 while the plant vas shutdown for routine refueling and maintenance,
a Reactor Scram and ECCS (EIIS=JE) initiation were received as a result of vaive operation in
the improper sequence. A taggir »r had been initiated on 4/11/92 to support the replacement
of an excess flow check vaﬁv /12/92 when the system was being returned to normal, the
15C technician was instructe” . tue control authority, to restore the four level transmitters
associated with the excess ' uw check valve replarement work. Unknown to the I&C Technician,
the tagging order request to restore the root valve to their normal position had been delayed.
Consequently when the valves were opened the level transmitters sensed a false low vater level
signal which initiated the Scram and ECCS initiation. All systems responded as expected to
the signals sensed by the instrumentation. The systems vere all reset and returned to normal
by 0533. The cause of the event wvas personnel error in that the communications between the
control authority, the auxiliary operator, and the I&C technician vas not adequate.

Immediate corrective actions were to recover from the scram and return all systems to their
normal lineup. In addition, supplemental operator training will be completed.
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KRC Fotp 366A U.3, NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION APPROVE!" OMS NC., 1150-02104
(6=85) EXPIRES 4/30/92
ESTIMADED DURDER T'ER RESPONSE TO0 COMPLY
WITH THIS INFORMATION COLLECTION KREQUEST:
50.0 HRs. FORWARD COMMENTE RECARDING BURDEN
ESTIMATE T0 THY RECORDS AND REFORTE MANAGEMENT
LICENSEE EVENT RFFORT (LER) BRANCH (P-520), V.8, NUCLEAR REGULATORY
TEAT CTONTINUATION COMMISSION, WASHINGTON, DC 20555, AND TO THE
FLTFERWORK REDUCYION PROJECT (3160-0104), OPFICE
OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDOEYT, WAEHINGTON, DC 20603,
L
FACTLITY NAME (1) DOCKET KO (2) LER NUMBER (6) PAGY (3)
| YEAR SRQ W REV & l
VERMZNT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION olslolo ”lzl?'l 9[2 - oJ 1|¢ - olc ol'z oF ] 3
TEXT 1f more space is required, use additional “RC Form 366A) (17)77

On April 12,1992 at 0526 vhile the plant vas shutdown for routine reiueling and maintenance,
a Reactor Scram and ECCS (EIIS=JE) anitiation wvere reccived as a result of valve operation in
the improper sequence. At the time of the event the reactor head was removed and reactor vater
level was just belov the head flange.

A tagging order valve line-up had been initiatec on 4/11/92 to support replacement of an
excess flew check valve on an instrument line supplying four reactor level transmitters. As
part of this effort the level transmitters vere removed from service. On 4/12/92 when the
system was being returned to normal valve lineup, the order was given by the control authority
to the a.xiliary operator to clear the tags and reoper the root valves on the instriment lines.
A short time later I&C departaent was instructed by the control authority, to place the level
instrum atation back in service. The auxiliary operator was delayed about an hou: in completing
the valve lineup as a result of other work going on in the area. The I&4C Technician ass»~. -
thar the root valve had been opened prior to him being given the orler to restore the 1 «#
transmitcers and returning the instrument to service. Consequently vhen the root isolav...
valves vere opened later, the level transmitters sensed a false lov water level -ignal which
resulted in the r-actor Scram and ECCS initiation.

As a result of the ECCS initiation signal:

- HPCI and RCIC system valves lined up for injection but did not inject due to the low system
pressure,

- The diesel generators started but vere not loaded as normal power was available,

- The Core Spray Systems started and injected approximately 4000 gallons of water to the
reactor vessel,

- RHR System which was lired up for shutdown cooling isolated. The other RHR system was
cemoved from service for maintenance at the time cf the event.

As a result of the Core Spray irjection and the reactor vessel head being off of the reactor,
the water overflowed the reactor vessel and spilled through open manways into the drywell and
ultimate): into the dryvell floor drain sump, drywvell equipment drain sump, and to the torus.
No dama = was caused s u result of this spill.

All systems resp.nded as expected giver the signal that vas seen by the instrumentation. The
systems were all reset and retuvrned to normal by 0533.

CAUSE OF THE EVENT

The cause of this ever* is attributed to personnel error resulting from mis-communications
votyween the Contrel Autuority, the auxiliary operator, and the I&C technician. The Control
awihority restoring the tagging order realized that the root isolation valves vere required
to be opened prior to I&C restoring the instrument valve lineup to normal. He initiated the
grder to restore the root isolation valves first, however he did not wait for confirmation that
the valve lineup had been completed prior to giving the order to I&C to restore the
instrumentation. The I&C techanician assumed that, since the Control Authority had given the
order tu place the instruments back in service, that the root isolation valves had already
been opened and did not verify this action had been completed before he placed the reactor
level instruments back in service.
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ESTIMATED BURDER PER RESFONEE TO CONULY
WITH THIS INFORMATION CTOLLECTION REQUEST:
$C.0 HRS. PORWARD COMMENTE REGARDING BURDEN
ESTIMATE TC THE RECORDS ANKD REPORTE MANAGEMENT
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER: BEANCH (P-530), U.8. NUCLEAR REGULATORY

TEXT CONTINUATION COMMISSION, WASMINGTON, DC 20555, AND 10 THE
PAPERWORK REDUCTION PROJECT (7 60-0104), OFFICE
OF MANAGEMENT AND BLDGET, WASHINGTON, DC 206013,

Due to plant conditions at the time, this event had minimal safety implications. The vater
which spilled into the drywell went either all the way through into the torus or into the |
dryvell sumps. A valkdown/inspection wvas completed in these areas and did not identify any
damage.

i FACILITY NAME (1)} DOCTKET NO (2) i LER NUMBER (6) PAGE (3}
3 YEAR | SEQ W v

L” VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION ols]o 0 o|2|7|1 Q], L - 6] 1lc £ Vo OIJ o¥ 0'3
~ TEXT (If more space is requirrd, use additional NRC Form 366A) (17)

- ANALYSIS OF EVENTS
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All Reactor Frotection and ECCS systems responded appropriately to the signal sensed by the
level instrumentation. At no time vas vessel vater level in jeopardy.
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 (ORRECTIVE ACTIONS
1

~ IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
|

)

)

1) Operations personnel recovered from the scram and ECCS initiation and returned all systems
to their normal configuration,

i 2) Operations pessonnel wer: reminded to verify that root isolations are open prior to
requesting I&C to retur: nstrumentation to service.

|

- LONG TERK CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

i

t 1) This event and its implications will be discussed as part of operator training ir the

' 1992 Licensed Operator Requalification(LOR) program.

[ 2) A Vermont Yankee Corrective Action Report (CAR) will be written and revieved for any

F further recommendations.

~ ALDITIONAL INFORMATION

! There have been no similar events of this kind reported by Vermont Yankeuv to the Commission |
{' in the past five years. }
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