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VICRMONT Y ANKICic NUCLEAR POWICR COR POR ATION
l', O DOX 157

GOVERNOR IfUNT ROAD
|

VERNON. VERMONT 05354 i
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May 12, 1992

!

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk

, Washington, D.C. 20555'

REFERENCE: Operating License DPR-28 '

Docket No. 50-271
Reportable Decurrence No. LER 92-014

Dear Sirst

Ao defined by 10 CFR 50.73, we are reporting the attached Reportable
Occurrance de LER 92-014.

Very truly yours,

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CORPORATION

._

Donald A. Reid t

Plant Manager

ce s - Regional Administrator
USNRC
Region I
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406
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NRC rorm 366 U.S. NUCLEAR REOULATORY COMMISSION APPROVED OMS NO. 3150 0104
(6-69) EXPIRE 8 4/30/97

; - ESTIMATED DURDEN FER RESFOhSE TO COMPLY
WITH THIS INFORMATION COLLECTION REQUESTt
50.0 HRS. FORWARD COMMENTS REGARDING DUEDFH
ESTIMATE TO THE RECORDS AND REPORTS MANAGE' MENT

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) BRANCH (P-530). U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION, W A 8 H I f40TO N , DC 20555, AND TO THE
PAPERWORE REDUCTIGN PROJECT (3160-0104). OrrICE
07 MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET, WASHINGTON. DC 20603.

FAC2LITT NAME (1) DOCAET NO. (2) PAGE (3)

|1 |Or |0|3|5 |0 |0 |0 |2 |7 |1 0VERMONT YANEEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION O

TITLE (4)
INADVERTENT SCRAM AND ECC8 INITIATION WHILE SHUTDOWN UNEN REJTORINO FOUR LEVEL TRANSMITTERS TO SEHVICE

EVENT DATE (5) 1ER NMBEA (6) REPORT CATE (7) OTHER FACILITIES INVOLVED (8)

MONTH DAY. YEAR YEAR SEQ H REV8 MONTH DAY YEAR FAr1LITY NAMES DOFFUT NO. S
0 5 0 0 0

0 0 0 5 1 2 9' ? O 5 0 0 00 4 1 2 9 2 9 2 - -0 1 4 -

OPERATING THIS REPORT IS SUBMITTED PUR$UANT TO $2C'MTs Or 10 CPR 1: CHECF, ONE OR MORE (11)

MODE (9)
N 20.402(b) 20.405(c) XX 50.73(ei(2)(av) 73.711b)

50.36(c)(1) 50.73(a)(2)(v) 73.71(c)POWER 20.40%(a)(1)(1)
- - -0 0 0 -LEVEL (10)

- - " - 20.405(ej(1)(Ai) 50.36(c)(2) 50.73(a)(2)(/1a) OTHER:

.. .. . ...... . 20.405(*)(1)(111) 50.73(a)(2)(i) 50.73(u)(2)(vin 2)(A)
'

20.405(a)(1)(iV) 50.73(a)(2)tti) 50.73(a)f2)(viii)(B)........ .......

20.405(a)(1)(v) 50.73(a)(2)t241) 5 ') . 7 3 ( a ) ( 2 ) ( :: )... .. . . . . . . .
,

LICENSEE CONTACT FOR THIS LEE (li)

NAME TELETHONE NO.

APEA
CODE

8|0|2 2|5|7|-|7|7|1|:DONALD A. REID, PLANT MAllADER

$COMPLETE ONE LINE FOR EACH COMPONENT FAILURE DESCRIBED IN THIS REPOkT (13)

CAUSE GYST COMPON*NT MPR REPORTABLE CAUSL SYST COMPONENT MFR REFORTABLE
TO NPRDS TO NPFDS

II IiI I'I I
.... . .

r
..

.... .

N/A NO .... ...

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT EXPECTED (14) EXPECTED MO DAY YR
SUBMISSION

'DATE (15)
YES (If yes, complete EXPECTED SUBMISSION DATE) X .N O

ABSTRACI (Limit to 1400-spaces, i.e., approx. fifteen single-space typewritten lines) (16)

On April 12,1992 at 0526 while the plant was shutdown for routine refueling and maintenanLe,
a Reactor Scram and ECCS (EIIS=JE) initiation vere received as a result of valve operation in

~

the improper sequence. A taggir er had been initiated on 4/11/92 to support the replacement -
-of an excess flov check valv- /12/92 when the system was being returned to normal, the
I&C technician was.instructer y tue control authority, to restore the four level transmitters
Jssociated with the excess y su check valve replacement work. Unknown to the I6C Technician,-

. the tagging order request to restore the root valve to their normal position had been delayed.
Consequently when the valves vere opened the level transmitters sensed a false lov vater level'

signal which initiated the Scram and ECCS initiation. All systems responded as expected to
the signals sensed by the instrumentation. The systems vere all reset and returned to normal
by 0533. The.cause of the event vas. personnel error in that the communications between the
control authority, the auxiliary operator, and the I6C technician was not adequate.

Immediate corrective actions were to recover from the scram and return all systems to their
normal lineup. In addition,. supplemental operator training vill be completed.
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APPROVEP OM5 NO. 3150 0104.NRC rors.366A U.s. NUCLEAR REGULATORY. COMMISSION
_

EXPIRE 8 4/30/92
' ' ESTIMA7ED DURDEN PER RESPONSE TO COMPLY

WITH THIB INFORMATION COLLECTION.kEQUEST:
50.0 HRS. ' FORWARD COMMENTS REGARDING BURDEN

.

ESTIMATE TO THE RECORDS AND REPORTS MANAGEMENT
- LICENSEE EVENT RrPORT ( L E R. ) BRANCH (P-530), U.S. NUCLEAh REOULATORY

TEXT CONTINUATION COMMISSION,-WASHINOTON, DC 20555, AND TO THE
PA?ERWORK REDUCTION PROJECT (3160 0104). OrrICE
OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDCET, WASHINOTON, DC 20603.

FACILITY NAHE (1) DOCEET NO (2) LER NUMBER (6) PAOC (3)

YEAR BEQ B REV #

9|2 - 0|1|4 0|0 Or | >O 5 0 Of' 2 0 2 37 1VERMMT ' Y ANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION -

TEXT dIf more space is required, use additional NRC Form'366A) (17)77*
<

DESCRIPTION OF EVEJ{1
,

- On April 12,1992 at 0526 while the plant was shutdown for routine refueling and maintenance, ,

a-Reactor Scram and ECCS (EIIS=JE) initiation were received as a result of valve operation in
:

the improper sequence. At the time of the event the reactor head was removed and reactor water
level was just below the head flange.

A tagging order valve line-up had- been initiated on 4/11/92 to support replacement of an
excess flow check valve on an instrument line supplyinb four reactor level transmitters. As-

- part of this effort the ' level transmitters were removed from service. On 4/12/92 when the .

system was being returned to normal valve lineup, the order was given by the control authority
to the auxiliary operator:to clear the tags and reopen the root valves on the instrument lines.

|Atshort time later I&C depart.nent was instructed by the control authority, to p' ace the level
instrum- ntation back in service. The auxiliary operator was delayed about an hou in completing
'the valve lineup as a result of other work going on in the area, The I&C Technician ass W2
that the root valve had been opened prior to him being given the older to restore the 3 m~

transmitters an1 returning the . instrument to service. Consequently when the root isolat.s.
valves were opened later, the level transmitters sensed a false lov vater level -ignal which
resulted in the r= actor _ Scram and ECCS initiation,
.As a result of the ECCS initiation signal!

' - HPCI and RCIC system valves lined up for ~ injection but did not inject due to the low system
' pressure,

. - The' diesel generators started but were not loaded as normal power was available,

The . Core ' Spray - Systems started and injected approximately 4000 gallons of water to the .-

t-reactor vessel,

- RHR System which was lined up for shutdown cooling isolated. The other RHR system was
removed from service for maintenance at the time cf the event.

As a result of the Core Spray irjection and the reactor vessel head being of f of the reactor,-~

..the' vater overflowed the' reactor vessel and spilled through open manvays into the dryvall and4

ultimatelrinto the dryvell floor drain-sump, dryvell equipment drain sump, and to the torus.
No dama 3 was caused' s a result of this spill.

1 All systems responded as expected giver the signal that was seen by the instrumentation. The
systems were all reset and returned to; normal by 0533.
CAUSE OF THE EVENT-

The cause of this evec is attributed to personr.el error resulting irom mis-communications
.. ; %tveen the Contrcl Autnority, the auxiliary . operator, and the . I&C technician. The Controlt

LAuthority restoring the tagging order realized that the root isolation valves were required
-to bcLopened prior to I&C restoring the instrument valve lineup to normal. He initiated the*

-order to restore the root isolation valves first, however he did not wait for confirmation that
the valve lineup had .been completed prior to giving the order to I&C to restore the<

' instrumentation. The I&C technician assumed that, since the Control Authority had given the
- order - to place the instruments back in service, that the root isolation valves had ' already
been opened and did not verify. this action had been completed before he placed the reactor-

. level' instruments back in service.-
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.NRC Pota 366A U.S. NUCLEAR REOULATORY COMMISSION APPROVED OMS No. 3150-0104
EAPIRES 4/30/92.;( 6-8 9 ) .

, ESTIMATED BURDEN PER RESPONSE TO COM"LY
WITH THIS INFORMATION COLLECTION REQUESTS
50.0 hrs. FORWARD COMMENTS REGARDINO DURDEN
ESTIMATE TO THE kECORDS AND REPORTS MANAGEMENT

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) DF.ANCH (P-530), U.S. NUCLEAR REOULATORY
TEXT CONTINUATION- COMMIPSION, WASHINGTON, DC 20555, AND TO THE.

PAPERWORK REDUCTION PROJECT (?'60-0104), Orr1CE
or MANAGEMENT AND BbDOET, WASHINGTON, DC 20603.

.rACILITY.NAME (1) .DOCRET NO (2) LER NUMBER (6) PAGE (3)-

| SEQ s EV WAR

9|? - 0|1|4 _ .
'OI O 3 OP 0 3 )-VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER STATION O 5 0 0 0 2 7 1 ,

;

< TEXT (If more space is required, use additional NRC Form 366A) (17)

*ANALYSIE OF EVENTS

-Due to plant conditions at the time, this event had minimal safety implications. The water
which spilled into the dryvell-vent either all the way through into the torus or into the
dryvell sumps. A 'valkdown/ inspection was completed in these areat; and did not identify any

' damage.
,

All Reactor Frotection and ECCS systems responded appropriately to the signal sensed by the
level instrumentation. At no time was ves.-;el water level in jeopardy.

. CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

IMMEDIATE CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

1) Operations personnel recovered from the scram and ECCS initiation and returned all systems
to their normal configuration.

2) Operations personnel vere reminded to verify that root isolations are open prior to
requesting I&C to returr '.nstrumentation to service.

~

LONG TERM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

1):This event and-its implications vill be discussed as part of operator training in the
1992 Licensed .0perator Requalification(LOR) program.

2) A Vermont Yankee Corrective Action Report (CAR) vill be written and reviewed for any
further recommendations.

ALDITIONAL INFORMATION'

There have been'no similar events of this kind reported by Vermont Yankee to the Commission'

'in the past fivo years.
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