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Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv)
May 7, 1992
MP-92-474

U.S. Nuclear Reculatorv Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

;

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF-49
Docket No. 50-423
Licensee Event Report 92-012-00

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-012-00 required to be submitted withm
thirty -(30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv), any esent or condition that resuhed
in manual or automatic actuation of any Engineered Safety Feature MSF).

Very truly yours.

NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

FOR. Stepben E. Scace
Director, Millstone Station

/

e
BY: ka'ri 1. Clemen

Millstone Unit 3 Director

SES!RNK:ljs

Attachment: LER 92-012-00

cc: T. T. Martin, Region 1 Administrator
i J. Raymond, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3 -
V. L. Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstanc Unit No. 3
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On April ',1992, at 1601 hours, with the plant in N1 ode 3 (hot standm L at % poue , 5t;0 degrees
Fahrenhert, and 2260 psia, an inadvertent Feeduater Iso!ation (FWI) agnal was generated due to reactor trip
breaker tesung, Since the plant was shutdown at the time of the evera, and all of the affected isolation vahts
were closed prior to the even.. there was no affect on plant operation.

The rc;ot cause of tue event is nrocedural inadequact One secuan of the mairnenance prr;cedure,for the
reactor trip breabrs allowed performance of procedural steps out et sequence prouded that the procedure,

4- inwnt and technical content would not be changed. Tho opuon was exercised and the reactor trip breakers
wen subsequently put mto an alignment which was not normal for performance oi the procedure. The FW1
signal was generated when a switch inside a reactor trip breaker cubicie um te .ted. If the procedare sequence
was followed as wntten, these signals would have been blocked.

To prewnt recurrence. the maintenance procedure was changed to require performmg 3teps in secuence.
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1. Destr pnon of Es en;

On Apnl 7 1092, at 1601 hours with the plant m .\ lode 3 (hot stand-by), at W power, 560 degrees
Fahrenheit at.J 2260 pna, an madsenent feedua'er iso'ation Hgnal was generated. Operators
immed:ateh senfied that al! vahes wNch actuate on an FWI s:gnal were closej Smce the plant was
shutdown at the ame of the esent. and all isolanon valves were closed before the FWI egnal was
generated, there was no affect on plant operanon

At the time the etem cecurred, a \laintenance techmetan was performmg penodic maintenance (PAI!
testing on the reanor trip breakers. The control room operators contacted the techmci:m and informed
him the FWI signa! was generated. h was then de'ernaned ' hat the FWI ugnal was cometdcat wnh the
technician's tening of a switch mounted m>;de of the reactor tnp breaker cubicle.

11. Cye of Event

The root cause of the event a procedural nadequac3 One secuon of the mamtenance procedure for
the reactor inp brealsers c.!Iowed performance of procedural steps out of seq _ence prouded that the
pccedure mtent and technical coment would not be charged, Thts opnon was exerce and the reactor
inp breakers were mbsequently pu' into an alignmerit which was not normal for perf .ance of the
procedure. The FW' signal uas generated when a swr mude a reactor tnp breaker cubicle was tested.<

If the procedure sequence was followed as written, these sgnals would have been blocked.

The Milhtone Unit 3 design is such that an FW1 signal is generated after a reactor top (as sensed by
reactor tripfbypes breakers open) if aurage reador coolant temperature (Targ) is 5M degrees
Fahrenheit or lower. Ths. inadsertent i NI gnal was renerated when the techmcian actuated the " cell"
swnch, inounted m the rear of the ' A" tram reactor top breaker compartment. The reactor inp logic
circuit interpreted this sunch actuauon as harmg 1 of the 2 reactor inp breakers closed and then
re-opened, simulatmg a reactor tnp Smce normal th-hne Tavg is below 5M degree < Fahrenhein an
FWI signal was generated. If the proced'!re sequence was followed as wntic 1, the bypass breaker for the
"A" train reactcr inp breaker would hase been clo3ed dunng the cell swach test. w hich would have
blocked the swach ugnals.

III. Anah sic nf Event

This event is being reponed under 10CFR5033(a)(21tna, as esent or condition that resulted in
automatic aaustion of an Engineered Safety Feature (ESF), Imrnedtate nouncanons were performed m
accordance with 10CFR50M2(b)(2if u).

!. The reactoi trip breaker PMs were bem; performed unh the plant of f-hne, and unh the reactor
j sub-cntical. to avoid risk o! potennal plant tranuents Because of thb, all FW1 signal actuatec

components were in their rsolanon poscion poor to the esent. Additionally, thM event could not base,

l occurred with the plant at pov er due to the reqwred reactor tnp breaker abgnmem Gnen these tacts, it
is concluded that this esent po'ed no s:gmhcant safety consequences.

IV. Correctiv Actim

To prevent recurrence of this esent, the reactor inp breaker PNI procedure he been changed. The note
which previously permuted performing procedure neps out of sequence has been removed from the
procedure
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V. Mdnional Infornation

The fououmg Licensee Event Reports (LERs) document simdar metdenn in tha' ESF actuauon signals
were generated as a result of procedural madequacies:

LER Number Suh ettt

57-016 Tram ' A' Safen injection Cau.ed by inerumea' Techmetan Due to
Defective Procedure

58-023 Reactor r .p Due to Low Steam Generator Level Due to N!ain Steam
Isciauon , ahe Closure

5S-025 Reactor Tnp Due to Loss of Normal 4160V Sus Due to Procedural
Deficiency

59-009 Reactor Tnp Due to inadequate Fod Drop ilme Recordmg System
Procedure

59-011 Control Buildm;; Iso! anon Actuation Due to Procedural Inadequacy

$9-033 Safety injecuon on Loa Steamhne Pressure Due to Procedural
Inadequacy

Procedural problems noted in the above hsted LERs were in the area of technical guidance in that enher
no guidance was prended to perform spectfte evoluuons, or the guidance provided m the procedure was
inadequate. The event reported m this LER was a result of performmg procedural steps out of sequence,
as permitted by the procedure. Therefore, the correctne acuan for the above h3ted LERs would not
have prevented occurrence of the subject event

EIIS Codes

System Feedwater - SJ

Control Rod Dnve - AA

Comeon ent

Breaker - BKR

Isolanon Vahe - ISV
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