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U. §. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
REGION 1|

Report No. 030-01868/92-001

Docket No. 030-01868

License No. 20-03857-06

Licensee: New Englanc Medical Center Mospita)
Hairison Avenue ;
gzg ton, Massachusetts 02117

Inspection At: New England Medical Center Mospital

Inspection Conducted: . February 25, 1992

Inspector:

Medica' Insi.ction Section

Approved by: M _ H4fal92
ame . anbaky, 1ef date

Medical Inspection Section
Inspection Summary: Special, unannounced inspection of activities authorized
under NRC Licerse No. 20-03°57-06 (NRC Inspection Report No. 030-0D186R/92-001).

Areas Inspected: Licensee's waste handling and disposal practices, incidents
and incident reports, handling of sealed sources, survey meter calibration,
independent visits by inspector tr several research labs to check on RAM waste
handling.

Results: Within the scope of this inspection no violations were observed.
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Details

Persons Contacted

*Francis X. Masse', RSO
*Tom McMahon, Associate RSO

Joseph Palano, Health Physicist Technician
Grover Glatfelter, Health Physicist Technician
Michael Melisi, Health Physicist Technician
Or. Rosoff, Principa) Investigator

Or. Rabson, Principal Investigator

*Present at Exit Interview

Licenses Waste Handling Program

Licensee utilizes the services of a waste broker (RADIAC) for radicactive
waste disposal. Efght to ten 55 gallon drums and one liquid scintillation
drum are picked up by the waste broker approximately once in every

six weeks.

The various labs store their waste in containers lined with plastic bags.
Once full, the Mealth Phy ics office 1s notified and & Yealth Physics
Technician picks up the waste within two days. The waste is compacted
bafore being placed in 55 gallon drums for yltimate ¢isposal. There are
five compaccors in use at NEMC. Before compaction the waste 15 weigied to
determine the charge tu different departments. Severa) labs use radig=
active material in medizal research. Some of the waste from these
laboratories 1s scgregated and autoclaved in dedicuted autoclaves using
color Jhanging tape Lo determine the proper tempe-ature. Most of the waste
handling is done by one H.P, technician,

The inspector examined the waste handling activities at several
labaratorfes inciuding Room No. Z-404 and Z-421. The inspector discussed
with the principle investigators, Dr. Rosoff and Or. Rabson, the waste
handling procedures, spill control, and decontamination, Through these
discussions and review of records, the inspector determined that the waste
handling procudures were being followed. The inspector also learned that
ne radioactive spills had occurred at these laboratories as of the
inspection date.

The inspector discussed with the researchers and the Deputy RSO the spil)
control procedures including reporting to the RSO, clean up, and followup
to prevent rocurrence. The inspector determined that radiclogical
incidents were documented, reported to the RSO, and corrective action was
taken (Details, Section 3).
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A1l of the technicians were fitted for respirators as emergency response

equipment, but it was decided not to use respirators as primary means of

internal expou.ure control.
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6. Exit Meeting

The inspector met with licensee representatives igentified in Paragraph 1
and summarized the scope and findings of this special inspection.




